The bell shown here in front of Bibb Graves Hall is probably the oldest artifact of the university. Cast in
1858 in a foundry in Troy, New York, it traveled by way of the Coosa River to the first home o f Jacksonville
State University. Former students and teachers remember the location of the bell in the tower o f the old
Calhoun Building and later on a stand near the entrance of that building when it was remodeled and renamed
Hames Hall in 1908. Centennial plans included restoring the bell and placing historical markers where it now
stands.

Jacksonville State University owes its *‘.,
*.
beginning to the cultured and concerned
I citizens who settled in that community
before 1883. Several small academies and
private schools - the Jacksonville Male
Academy, founded in 1836, the Jacksonville Female Academy, founded in 1837,
and Calhoun College, organized in the
Winter of 1869-70 - preceded the
establishment of the State Normal School
there, pinpointing a future educational
center.
The Alabama legislature established the
State Normal School a t Jacksonville, a
two-year college for teacher training, in
1883. With $2,500 appropriated by the
state for teachers’ salaries and a small
building inherited from Calhoun College,
the school began.
A four-year teachers’ college was the
next step, authorized in 1929. Teaching
was becoming a profession. The college
survived the depression of the 1930’s and
grew to become one of the largest
teachers’ college in the state in the next
decade.
Growth in enrollment and the need for a
broader scope in education led to the
change to Jacksonville State College in
1957. A fifth year leading to the master’s
degree in education was offered in 1959.
University status came in 1966. Located
on more than 300 acres in the rolling
foothills of Northeast Alabama, Jacksonville State University, with nine colleges
offering many undergraduate and
graduate degrees and facilities second to
none, proclaims an educational center potential unlimited.

‘‘Drawing on extensive and painstaking
research, Effie Sawyer has shown unusual
skill in piecing together a mass of details,
including numerous longforgotten facts,
to produce a history of Jacksonville State
University that renders homage to the
students and educators alike who made
possible this highly esteemed educational
institution. ”

Worden Weaver, M.A.
Assistant Professor of History
Jacksonville State University
“The history of an educational institution’s influence is like a stone cast upon
the sea of time, and the waves roll on and
on even to the shores of eternity, limited
only by infinity, which is itself limitless.”
,

Loy W. Allison, Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus
Jacksonville State University

EFFIE WHITE SAWYER
Effie White Sawyer was born in Kemper
County, Mississippi, where she attended
public schools and was valedictorian of
her high school class. She was graduated
from Massey Business College in
Birmingham, Alabama, in 1938. She
achieved the rating of Certified
Professional Secretary in 1955.
Since 1957, Mrs. Sawyer has been
employed as executive secretary to
Presidents Houston Cole and Ernest
Stone a t Jacksonville State University. In
evening classes she has completed a B.S.
degree from JSU with a major in business
and minors in English and economics. She
is listed in Who’s Who in American
Universities and Colleges, is a member of
the First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, the Jacksonville Alumnae Chapter of
Alpha Xi Delta, and the Ladiga Chapter
of Professional Secretaries International,
and serves as vice-chairman of the
Jacksonville Housing Authority.
From her vantage point in the president’s office - and as a student - she
has been a part of the history of Jacksonville State University for more than
twenty-five years. Since July, 1981, she
has researched and written the first
history of the school. The First Hundred
Years.
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Dedication
To the unmentioned people of the university and
the town of Jacksonville, Alabama, whose contributions and dedication have meant so much.
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Creek Indian Chief Ladiga
Courtesy Kathleen Daugette Carson

CHAPTER ONE

In the Beginning

I

The surrounding country is beautiful, as at this
point the great Blue Ridge Mountains begin to
break up into rolling hills and sheltered valleys. On
the east side of the town, at a distance of two miles
or more, the hills rise almost to the dignity of mountains - one peak, Chimney, being something over
seventeen hundred feet above the level of the sea.
The school is situated upon a hill and has an elevation of seven hundred and fifty feet above the sea.
At the foot of this hill the town spring bursts forth,
one of the largest and purest limestone springs in
the state. The town is noted for its healthfulness.
Our students invariably improve in health while
here.
The soil is deep red clay, with here and there a
strip of sandy loam, especially upon the creek bottoms. The country is well watered and drained. No
malaria or other swamp diseases are known.
The town of Jacksonville is noted throughout the
state for the culture and refinement of its citizens.
Five of the Christian denominations are represented
here, and services are held every Sunday in some
one or more of the churches. The tone of morality is
high, and very few, if any, of the temptations of the
cities are afforded here to the students. All of the
citizens of the town unite in endeavoring to make
the stay of the young men and women pleasant and
profitable.

Princess Satoah, the chief‘s beautiful daughter, and
the other women welcomed the travelers into their
camp around the spring below the post.
The men talked about the fertile land, the abun-

i
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Although the potential was great, Jacksonville
State University did not just happen.
In the early 1830s,homeseekers and speculators,
some with substantial means, steadily moved into
the area. The Creeks had begun to sell their land
claims in preparation for removal farther west to a
new territory. The first inhabitants of Jacksonville
and Calhoun County were forced to yield to the aggressive civilization of the whites.
The promised school was built for the settler
children. Early historical accounts mention
Blab School.” In a crude log cabin with puncheon
benches, pupils began to learn to read, write, and
cipher. As few books and writing material were
available, necessity required oral recitation - hence
the name of the school.
Armed with pioneer dedication and scholarly
heritage, the families of Jacksonville soon established two academies, the Jacksonville Male Academy
and the Jacksonville Female Academy.

local tradition, the Crow, Grant, Woodward, Harris,
and Scott families began a settlement in the
beautiful rolling hills of the lower Appalachian
chain.
The location, climate, and beauty of Jacksonville
and Calhoun County, Alabama, provide the setting
for one of the largest universities in the state. In
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The Old Tavern, built in 1838, is situated on the northeast corner of the Square. Now the site of Lou’s
Dress Shop.
Courtesy of John B. Nisbet, Jr.
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The Jacksonville academies are mentioned on
page 323 of the ALABAMA
HISTORY
FOR SCHOOLS,
4th ed., by Charles Grayson Summersell:

O’Riley’s Restaurant is now located on this site.
Other locations of the Male Academy have been
mentioned in various articles on the history of the
school as 202 South Church Street and the site of
Hames Hall on the Normal School campus.
A paper “Jacksonville’s Male and Female
Academies,” written by Donna Blackwood at
Jacksonville State University in 1977,pages 3 and
4, includes the following information on the Male
Academy:

“Jacksonville in Benton County (now Calhoun)
was not too small to have two academies by 1838,
Jacksonville Male Academy and Jacksonville
Female Academy.”

On January 9,1836,in the same year in which the
town of Jacksonville was incorporated, the Jacksonville Male Academy was chartered by the Alabama
Legislature.
Many pioneer family names are included in the
record of the first trustees: John H. Porter, R. D.
Roland, William Arnold, Will B. Martin, John M.
Coole, James Lyle, Nathaniel Gregg, E. L. Woodward, M. M. Houston, George Fleming, C. A. Green,
John Rainey, Benjamin Hollingsworth, and John
Nisbet. Joseph Wilson presided over the first session in the winter of 1836. The faculty had high
standards and expected the students to have a clear
understanding and practical knowledge of each subject before advancing. Mild but positive discipline
prevailed.
Participants in the War Between the States who
received all or part of their education at the Jacksonville Male Academy were General William H.
Forney, John T. Morgan, Major John “the Gallant”
Pelham, Colonel Peter Forney, Colonel H. L. Stevenson, and Colonel James B. Martin.
Augustine Dean “Gus” Edwards wrote in a
master’s thesis for the University of Alabama,
“Economic Social History of Benton County,
Alabama,” in 1941,page 59:

In the 1860s the academy had a very wellstructured Commercial Department. The instruction in the Commercial Department included a
thorough course in penmanship, bookkeeping (double and single entry), commercial caiculations, and
lectures on commercial law. Students could attend a
combination of the departments of the academy, or
if they desired, they could attend a single department.
Upon completion of the Commercial Course, the
students received Certificates of Graduation which
aided them in securing occupational situations.
Expenses per session of twenty weeks were as
follows: First Class - $25, Second Class - $10,
Third Class - $15, Fourth Class - $30, Commercial
Department (if taken extra) $15, Commercial Course
(full course) - $50, Contingent Expenses - $1.

The following advertisement appeared in the
JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN
in several issues:
POLYTECHNIC ACADEMY
2nd Session Begins 4th Mon. in July, 1868
20 wks. $15 to $30
Instructors: John H.Forney
& H. A. Rutledge

“The Male Academy was located on South Pelham
Road on the bank of the Big Ditch, where the home
of Frank Wilson now stands.”

The Jacksonville Female Academy started with a
single course taught by a Miss Thompson and was

The Female Academy
202 South Church Street, Jacksonville, Alabama
Courtesy of Clarence W. Daugette, Jr.
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Thomas L. Walker, James Crook, Colonel John H.
Caldwell, G. B. Douthit, Major Peyton Rowan, and
William M. Hames, secretary. Forney became the ex
officio president of the college, and S. Fouche and
W. W. Richardson, the first elected professors.
In 1871 the Male Academy merged with the newly
established Calhoun College. Historical data compil-

incorporated by the Alabama Legislature on June
28, 1837. Miss Thompson was quite modern in advocating abolition of the rote method, and the
JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICANsaid she was well
qualified to head “the finest literary institution in
the country.”
The Female Academy added teachers and courses;
three departments emerged. The first department
included English, mental arithmetic, and writing,
with a tuition of $10; the second one, reading,
writing, arithmetic, English grammar, modern
geography, history, and delineation of maps, with a
tuition of $15; and the third, ancient geography,
political history, algebra, astronomy, logic, rhetoric,
elocution, natural and moral philosophy, and composition, with a tuition of $20. Extra subjects could
be taken with an additional charge for each subject.
Botany and chemistry, Latin and Greek, French
painting, fancy work and chenille, and music were
offered.
The JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN
of October 2,
1869, listed B. I. Harralson as principal of the
Jacksonville Female Academy, and the following
trustees: E. L. Woodward, president; J. F. Grant,
secretary; J. Y. Nisbet, A. Adams, B. C. Wyley, A.
Woods, P. Rowan, J. B. Douthit, J. C. Francis, W.H.
Fleming, W. H. Forney, C. W. Cannon, and M. J.
Turnley.
The Female Academy was located at 202 South
Church Street and is now the home of Mrs. Fancher
Adams.
Teachers sometimes taught in both institutions,
going from school to school. Traditionally, boys and
girls were not supposed to receive instruction
together. Among the early teachers were John H.
McAuley, Mr. and Mrs. James M. Burt, Colonel
John H. Caldwell (later a member of Congress),
Mary D. Caldwell, Carrie Woodward (who became
the wife of F. T. J. Brandon and the mother of
Governor William W. Brandon), Colonel Samuel H.
Lockett (a West Point graduate), Clem Snow, Colonel Horace Lee Stevenson, and Colonel S. Fouche.
The academies were never financial successes. A
strong individual would establish a one-teacher
private school and draw students from the
academies. In an effort to improve the situation, the
academies would attract instructors from the
private schools; at one time, the two academies were
combined in one building.
The citizens again took community action. The
JACKSONVILLE
REPUBI~CAN
on December 4, 1869,
announced a stockholders’ meeting for the organization of Calhoun College. Thirty-two citizens bought
216 shares of stock. Some of the stockholders were
Thomas A. Walker, E. L. Woodward, Major Peyton
Rowan, William Henry Forney, Sam W. Crook,
John H. Caldwell, H. L. Stevenson, John Nisbet,
William M. Hames, and James Douthit.
The first Calhoun College trustees were General
William H. Forney, president; E. L. Woodward,

Brigadier General William Henry Forney is listed
as one of the heroes at Gettysburg. A tall, stalwart
man, General Forney was wounded thirteen times
while serving in the Confederate Army. He was born
on November 9, 1823, in Lincoln County, North
Carolina, and the family moved to Jacksonville,
Alabama in 1835. He attended the Male Academy,
was graduated with an A.B. degree from the University of Alabama in 1844, and received an M.A.
degree in 1853. He also studied and practiced law.
Forney was a stockholder in the Calhoun College
and served as president of the college. He served in
the Alabama Senate from 1865 until 1867, when
Reconstruction measures were put in force. After
the struggle to recover the state government in
1874, he was elected U. S. congressman, state-atlarge, and served for two years. A s Congressman for
the then seventh district of Alabama, he served for
sixteen years. General Forney died on January 16,
1894.
Courtesy of Forney family
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ed from “Northern Alabama” by R. Liston Crow in
1948 included the following:
The Male Academy was a long wooden structure,
a room on each end connected by a long hallway.
This building was torn down soon after the War Between the States and a brick building was erected,
which is now the east wing of Hames Hall (formerly
the Administration Building of the State Teachers
College). The name was changed from Jacksonville
Male Academy to Calhoun College.

An advertisement in the JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN,dated July 29, 1871, offers this information:
Officials include Gen. W. H. Forney as president,
Capt. Wm. M. Hames as secretary, and Peyton
Rowan as treasurer. Construction of the “College
Building” has been completed. The college is proud
of its pure water and healthy, bracing mountain atmosphere. I t is located in full view of the Selma,
Rome, and Dalton Railroad.

Major Peyton Rowan was a stockholder when
Calhoun College was established in 1869. In an
advertisement in the JACKSONVILLEREPUBLICAN,
dated July 29, 1871, Major Rowan is shown as
treasurer of Calhoun College.
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.

Two years later the following advertisement appeared in the JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN
of
August 16,1873:
Jacksonville, Calhoun County, Alabama
TO BECOME A GREAT
EDUCATIONAL CENTER
On Monday, September lst, 1873
Will be opened by the undersigned
CALHOUN COLLEGE
As a Polytechnic School of high grade
for young men
And The Jacksonville
FEMALE ACADEMY
For young Ladies
T w o fine schools under one administration - offering all advantages, and escaping the risks of the
mixed school system.

Colonel Horace Lee Stevenson, who had attended
the Male Academy, was a member of the board o f
directors of the State Normal School from 1883 until
1887. Stevenson was elected Mayor of Jacksonville
in 1875, and was in office until 1907. In 1910, he was
reelected without opposition, to serve a total o f
some twenty years.
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.
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however, Calhoun College and the Jacksonville
Female Academy were in existence until the State
Normal School was founded by the Alabama
Legislature in 1883.
The history of this university begins with the Normal School; however, had it not been for the
dedicated and concerned people of the town in the
early 1800s, the school probably would not have
been located in Jacksonville.
In the first years of the Normal School, the
presidents served for short periods of time.
Establishing the school presented many problems,
but these presidents were men of vision and consistent in their efforts. The Normal School continued,
and the best training possible was provided, as was
individual concern and care for the students.
The following chapters present profiles of the
presidents who have served throughout the first
century of Jacksonville State University. A narrative of each period includes some of the highlights
and the people involved.
1

1

John Nisbet is listed as one of the trustees of the
Male Academy when it was chartered by the
Alabama Legislature in 1836. I n the JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN,
dated October 6, 1869, J. Y.Nisbet is
shown as a trustee of the Female Academy. Shown
above is Dr. John Y. Nisbet, member of the board of
directors of the State Normal School in the first
years, 1883-1888. State Normal School minutes of
the board of January 27, 1888, state: “Upon motion
of Jno. D. Hammond, Wm. M. Nisbet was elected a
member of this board to fill the vacancy caused by
the death of his brother, Dr. Jno. Y. Nisbet.” Dr.
John Y. Nisbet was born on April 24,1823, and died
on January 23,1888.
Courtesy of John B. Nisbet, Jr.

On J u l y 13, 1878, t h e JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICANadvertised the Calhoun County
Grange College for men and women. W. J. Borden
was listed as principal and teacher of mathematics.
The notice mentioned that textbooks had improved
and so had the teaching of mathematics. Special instruction in practical branches of “Theory and Practice of Teaching” was offered in the advertisement.
The Calhoun Grange College was short-lived;

#

Map of Early Railroad Routes to Jacksonville

Our First Home. The old Calhoun College building. This building,
located on the State Normal School campus, was built by the issuance of stock and valued at $16,000 when the property was given
to the State Normal School in 1883.
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James Gazaway Ryals, Jr.
1883-1885
The State Normal School Board elected James G.
Ryals, Jr., as the first president in 1883.
He was born in 1855, the son of the Rev. James
Gazaway Ryals. He grew up on a farm in Bartow
County, four miles west of Cartersville, Georgia,
receiving his early education in his father’s school
for young men. At eighteen, Ryals joined the Raccoon Creek Baptist Church near Stilesboro.
After completing a two-year course at Mercer
University, Macon, Georgia, he was graduated with
distinctive honors in 1877. He farmed for a year and
taught in his father’s school for a year. I n the fall of
1879 he entered the University of Virginia, where he
spent four years taking A.B. and M.A. degrees. Dr.
Francis Smith, a member of the faculty of the
University of Virginia, highly recommended Ryals
to the board of trustees of the Normal School.
Respected and loved by the townspeople, Professor Ryals had surpassed their expectations and
was considered one of the most learned men in the
South by the time of his death. The JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN,
on April 25, 1885, gave this notice of
his death: “Died at Jacksonville, Ala. at 3:45p.m. on
Saturday, April 18th, 1885, James Gazaway Ryals,
Jr., President of the State Normal School at
Jacksonville, age thirty years, ten days.” He was
buried in Macon, Georgia.
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Courtesy of C.

W.Daugette, Jr.

J. Harris Chappell
1885-1886
The following article from the JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN,
April 25, 1885, was reprinted in the
JACKSONVILLE
NEWSin “Annie Forney Daugette
Memoirs” on July 11, 1956:
lInla meeting of the Board of Tkustees, subsequent
to the death of Prof Ryals, Prof Chappell, a member
of the faculty, was unanimously elected to fill the
place made vacant by his death until the end of the
present term. Mr. Chappell is a gentleman of fine
education and rare accomplishments, and was,
anterior to his acceptance of a position here, a
member of the faculty of the Columbus (Ga)
Female
College. He will doubtless fill the position to which
he has been assigned with credit to himself and the
entire satisfaction of the Board of Trustees and the
patrons of the school.

Chappell delivered diplomas to the first
graduating class in 1886. He left Jacksonville at the
end of the school year to become president of a girls’
school in Milledgeville, Georgia.
10

Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.

Carleton Bartlett tiibson

1886-1892
Carleton Bartlett Gibson, the son of James S. and
Antionette Julia Powers Gibson, was born in
Mobile, Alabama, on September 18,1864. His father,
then eighteen, had come to the United States from
Scotland in 1824 and settled in New York. His
mother, a native of New York, was of English extraction. I n 1846, his father moved to Mobile, where
he was engaged in the commission business.
Carleton Gibson grew up in Mobile and was
graduated from the University of Alabama in the
A.B. class of 1884. The next year the same institution awarded him an honorary A.M. degree. After
having taught school at Mulberry, Autauga County,
Alabama, for about one year, he then became a
member of the faculty of the Jacksonville State Normal School. Gibson was elected president of the
school in 1886 and served until 1892.
11

Taken b y Opal R. Lovett from group photograj

J. B. Jarrett
1892-1893
Serving as president for only one year, Professor
J. B. Jarrett advertised the school sessions in
several issues of the JACKSONVILLE
REPUBLICAN
in
1892 and 1893. One notice that he was ill and would
be late for the opening session was sent from
Byhalia, Mississippi. (His name is also spelled “Jarratt ” and “Jarrat” in some newspaper articles.)
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Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.

Jacob Forney IV

1893-1899
A member of the first graduating class of the
State Normal School, Jacob Forney, became president of the school in 1893. Forney, the son of Major
General John H. Forney and Septima Sexta Middleton Rutledge Forney, was born in Jacksonville,
Alabama, on October 8, 1868. He attended the
Dallas Academy, Selma, Alabama, for three years.
After he was graduated from the Normal School in
1886, he attended the University of Alabama and
received an A.B. degree with honors in 1889 and an
honorary M.A. in 1892.
Forney was principal of Noble Institute for Boys,
Anniston, from 1890 to 1892, and was assistant at
the Normal School and teacher of mathematics for a
year before becoming president in 1893.
H e and Kathleen Burt McLaughlin of Springville,
Alabama, were married on June 7, 1899. Serving as
president of the Normal School until 1899, Forney
left to become the first appointee to the Chair of
Psychology and Pedagogy in the School of Education at the University of Alabama.
Jacob Forney died at Springville, Alabama, on
December 24, 1902. Forney Hall, a men's dormitory
on the State Normal Campus, was named in honor of
President Forney and Mary C. Forney. This building
has now been leased to local businessmen and is
rented as apartments.
13

Captain William Mark Hames, was president of
the board of directors of the State Normal School for
the first eighteen years. Capt. Hames was born in
Hancock County, Georgia, in 1820. A brilliant
lawyer, he was Captain of Company A, Second
Alabama Regiment, in the War Between the States,
and was Worshipful Master in Hiram Lodge No. 42
F. & A.M., Jacksonville, Alabama. The State Nor
ma1 School building, when remodeled and enlarged
in 1908, was named Hames Hall in his honor. The
cornerstone of the remodeled building was laid by
H.S.D. Mallory, Grand Master of the Masons of
Alabama. Capt. Hames died on February 8, 1911.
Photography courtesy of Hiram Lodge No. 42 A. dt F.M.,
copied by Opal R. Lovett
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CHAPTER TWO

Early Years of the Normal School From 1883 to 1899

I

1

>

1

The normal school movement for teacher training
was an important development in the 1880s.
In 1854 William F. Perry, a prominent teacher,
became the first elected state superintendent of
education. Perry stressed normal school development for teacher training but received little financial support. Nevertheless, he tried to produce a professional spirit among the teachers and a desire for
improvement, which had been generally lacking.
Teachers received salaries of $20 to $25 a month for
four-month sessions; teaching had not become a profession. The War Between the States interrupted
the movement, but it was revived during the
Reconstruction period.
Jacksonville State University traces its formal
beginning to the establishment of the State Normal
School. Through the influence of L. W. Grant in the
Senate and J. D. Hammond in the House, the
1882-83session of the Alabama Legislature provided for the establishment of the Jacksonville and Livingston State Normal Schools. Governor Edward A.
O’Neal signed the bill on February 22,1883, and the
first appropriation was $2,500 for each school - to
be used for no purpose except the payment of
salaries. The Normal School at Florence was
established in 1873 and the one at Troy in 1885.
With the establishment of the State Normal
School, Calhoun College closed, transferring to the
Normal School its books and equipment, twelve
acres of land, and a two-story brick building, sixtytwo by sixty-two feet. Captain William M. Hames,
president of the board of directors of the Normal
School, accepted the deed. Other directors were
John M. Caldwell, L. W. Grant, S; K. McSpadden,
James Crook, H. L. Stevenson, J. D. Hammond, W.
P. Howell, Dr. J. Y. Nisbet, William J. Alexander,
and D. A. Aderholdt.
The Normal School board elected James G. Ryals,
Jr., a University of Virginia graduate, as the first
president. The school opened with three teachers:
W. J. Borden, mathematics; Eliza A. Bowen,
English branches; and Ida J. Woodward, primary
department. As provided in the establishing act, the
Normal School conducted a preparatory or training
school attended by children of the town.

At the end of the first year, on August 15, 1884,
William M. Hames, president of the board of
trustees of the school, reported to the state
superintendent of education that the roll book showed 247 names and there were twenty-five pupils in
the Normal department proper.
The first annual report to H. J. Armstrong,
superintendent of education, also included the
following financial statement:
Statement
of Receipts and Disbursements of the
State Normal School at Jacksonville, Ala.
Term 1883-84
Receipts
From State of Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500.00
County Superintendentof Education ,325.00
Tuition and contingent fees . . . . . . .1,630.25
Concerts given to aid school . . . . . . . . .96.00
Donation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .200.00
$4,751.25
Disbursements
Amount paid salaries, as follows:
J. G. Ryals, President . . . . . . . . . . . $1,700.00
Miss E. A.Bowen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,950.00
Mrs. Ida J. Woodward . . . . . . . . . . . . .500.00
Prof. W. G.Borden . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1,000.00
Paid Janitor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .125.00
Furniture, expenses, elk. . . . . . . . . . . ,731.60
$5,006.60
Balance from trustees to furniture
account . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255.35
$5,006.60
William M. Hames,
President Board Trustees, State Nsrmal School
at Jacksonville, Ala.

The Normal School closed its second annual session on the 20th of June, 1885. Trustee Hames
reported to Solomon Palmer, superintendent of
education, that the school had improved over the
previous year: the regular faculty had increased to
five teachers, and of the total attendance of 203,
15
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CATALOGUE

Rates of Tuition.

. . . . . . . . . . . . Free.
. . . . . . . . . . 75 per month.
. . . . . . . $ I 50 per month,

Normal Class.
Primary Department
lntcrniedlate Department

Collegiate Department,

.............
............

Junior Class
$2 oo.per month.
Senior Class.
3 00 per month.
Incidental fee for Normal pupils, $5 00 per term of Y O months,
pnyalde in advance.
:\I1 tuitions payable quarterly in advance.
The next session is to begin on Monday, September Ist, 1884.

19

after an illness of nine days. He was just thirty
years of age at the time of his death. . . His success
during the two years of his presidency of our school
was truly remarkable. A few days later the Board
of Directors elected Professor J. Harris Chappell to
fill his unexpired term.

thirty-two were in the Normal department. He also
included the following in this report:

..

A very sad bereavement befell the school last
spring in the death of its deeply beloved and
honored young president, Professor James G . Ryals,
Jr. He died of pneumonia on the 18th day of April,

Professor J. Harris Chappell delivered diplomas
to the first graduating class in 1886. The townspeople were proud of the first commencement of the
Normal School, as were the nine members of this
class: L. J. Bishop, Fannie Crow, J. Flournoy Crook,
May Cunningham, Jacob Forney, L. G. Hames, Addie Hammond, Willie Hutchinson, and Nannie
Williams. Chappell left Jacksonville at the end of
the school year to become president of a girls’ school
in Milledgeville, Georgia.
Upon the resignation of Chappell, Carleton
Bartlett Gibson, a member of the school faculty,
was elected president in 1886. Gibson grew up in
Mobile and held an A.B. and an honorary M.A.
degrees from the University of Alabama. He was
regarded as a brilliant educator and an eloquent
speaker.
One of the first concerns of the new president was
financial resources for the coming year. The state
had not increased the annual $2,500appropriation,
although the school was growing.
The Peabody Fund donated $300 annually to the
Normal School for the years 1885 through 1888,
but the amount was reduced to $150 in 1890. In
some years no money was received from this fund.
In 1901,$400 was received, the amount increasing
to $500 in 1903 and 1904,and to $2,000in 1909.
The State Department of Education distributed
the Peabody donations to the schools, and J. L. M.
Curry was general agent of the fund. Donations
were made to normal schools and teachers’ institutes, and scholarships were given for Peabody
Normal College in Nashville, Tennessee.
The George Peabody Fund for Southern Education was based upon the idea that to improve education, the teaching force must first be improved.
George Peabody, though lacking family connection
or formal education, achieved success as a merchant
banker in Baltimore and an investment banker in
London. Southern education was his largest philanthropy. Established after the War Between the
States, this fund helped many normal schools of the
South in the training of teachers to meet the
demands of the rapidly developing public schools.
The directors, or trustees, of the Normal School
were active in the operation of the school. They
visited the college in a body frequently sometimes every two weeks - and hired the faculty.
All expenditures were authorized by the board. The
president of the school was referred to as “president
of the faculty.”

The Bishop family gave the university the first
diploma awarded by the State Normal School to
Lemuel Bishop of Anniston in 1886. Sharon Crowe, a
sociology major from near Gadsden and the greatgranddaughter of Lemuel Bishop, is shown making
the presentation in 1966. A long list of relatives have
earned Jacksonville State University diplomas.
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Class of 1892. Maggie Woodruff, Mamie Ward, Matamoras “Mattie” Wharton. Lucy Woodruff,Annie
Bates, Annie L. Stevenson, Ida G. Woodward. Bessie Adams, George P. McClurkin, W. B. Bowling, Curtis B.
Haley, John Hames, Woodson J. Martin, Mary Ramagnano, and Sunnie M. Henderson. Professor C. B. Gibson
sits on first row, far right.
Courtesy of Barbara Green and John B. Nisbet, Jr.

Faculty group in 1892-93. From the left, Miss Jessie Woods, music; Jacob Forney, first assistant to the
president; Miss Jarrett, J. B. Jarrett, president; Miss Bessie Haley; Mrs. Ida Grant Woodward, primary.
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.

21

Graduating class of 1893. Back row, standing: Hally Briddle, Emily Goodlett, Annie Rowan Forney, Cora
Lee Driskill, Lucy Whisenant. Seated: Marie Burke, Bessie Montgomery, Mary Haley, Annie Davenport, Nannie Ross. W . A. Wilkerson, the only male in the class, is not shown. He later became a railroad auditor in
Jack son v ille, Florida.
Courtesy of Kathleen Daugette Carson

William M. Hames, president of the board of
trustees, reported on November 10,1891, to John G.
Harris, superintendent of education, that enrollment was increasing and the Normal had not been
allowed in any sense to become a local school controlled by local influences.
“The number from abroad who received training
here was much larger last year than ever before in
the history of the school,” he wrote, “and this year
promises even better results in this regard.”
The overall budget for the school term beginning
September 2, 1890, and ending June 10, 1891, was
$5,238.24, according to the report of P. D. Ross,
treasurer of the State Normal School at Jacksonville. Receipts included a state appropriation of
$2,500 while the township fund provided $300 and
the Peabody fund, $150. Salaries were paid to the
president and six teachers, the president receiving
$1,200.
The Normal School added courses and improved
its methods from year to year, and enrollment fluctuated as did financial support. Gibson served as
president until 1892.
The next president of the Normal School was J. B.
Jarrett, who remained for one year, 1892-93.

A member of the first Normal School graduating
class, Jacob Forney, became president in 1893. This
son of Major General John H. Forney had graduated
with an A.B. degree in 1889 and had received an
honorary M.A. degree in 1892 from the University
of Alabama. The following information is found in
the minutes of the board of directors of the State
Normal School, dated July 5,1893, and signed by P.
D. Ross, secretary:
On motion of L. W. Grant to the Board resolved to
elect teachers for the Normal Department for the ensuing year, the president stated that Jacob Forney
was the only applicant for the presidency of the
faculty, and he being nominated was unanimously
elected president of the faculty for the ensuing
scholastic year of ten months a t a salary of $100 per
month.

The 1894-95 catalogue indicates there were six
teachers in addition to the president. Mentioned
also in this bulletin was progress in the teaching
profession:
The school has been successful during the whole of
its life and has sent its graduates out to teach in the
different schools of the State and the South. Many
of these graduates have shown by their work how
much they have benefited by this wise provision of
the State [for normal schools].
22
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Minutes of the board of trustees, dated October 8,
1894, state: “C. W. Daugette was elected a member
of the Faculty for the remaining eight months of the
school for the present year at a salary of $60 per
month.’’
President Forney was authorized to inform the
young science teacher of the appointment. When
Daugette first came, some zealous citizens of the
town were skeptical as to his religious beliefs, feeling all science teachers believed and taught the Darwin theory. One Sunday afternoon, in a talk to the
YMCA group, Daugette dispelled this fear.
The Normal School was becoming established.
Act 545, “to constitute the town of Jacksonville,
Alabama, a separate school district,” was approved
by the Alabama Legislature on February 18, 1897.
The corporate limits of the town were to be known
as the Jacksonville public school district. The board
of directors of the State Normal School constituted
the board of trustees for said school district, and the
president of the Normal School was to be
superintendent of the public schools, “both white
and colored.” This act further provided that public
schools for white children should constitute a model
training school for the State Normal and the school
district would receive its proportionate share of
public school revenue from the state, as well as poll
and property taxes collected locally.
Historically, this act is the forerunner of the present connection between the city schools and the
Jacksonville State University, and was an important public issue and concern of the future administrations of C. W. Daugette and his successors
in the presidency.
After one hundred years, Jacksonville State
University maintains a caring attitude toward its
students and a wholesome environment to achieve
academic excellence. C. W. Daugette, Jr., chairman
of the board of trustees, has said, “This school has
always tried to provide an opportunity for ambitious students to receive a quality education, to
give more than instruction, to be sensitive to their
responsibilities, to give them inspiration to succeed
- personalized education. ”
The following letter was written by President
Forney to Mary Nisbet, a great-aunt of John B.
Nisbet, Jr., mayor of Jacksonville:

William Milo Nisbet, born in 1831, was a medical
doctor who did not practice medicine after the War
Between the States. He became a member of the
board of directors of the State Normal School in
1888. Available records indicate that he served
through 1895, but it is possible that he served some
years later. Dr. Nisbet died on March 9, 1914. The
above photograph was made between 1910 and 1914.
Courtesy of John B. Nisbet, Jr.

So don’t fret about your absence from school, but
try to get well in time for the Commencement exercises.
Your teacher,
Jacob Forney

The Nisbet family records show that the young
lady died soon after receiving this kind, concerned
letter and was buried in the dress she planned to
wear for graduation.
Jacob Forney left Jacksonville to return to the
University of Alabama as professor of psychology
and education in 1899. He died in Springville,
Alabama, in 1902.
Although the early presidents had relatively short
tenure, their enduring efforts kept the Normal
School in operation. They provided the best faculty
and curriculum permitted by the financial resources
and educational opportunities of the late 1800s.
The next president, Clarence W. Daugette, was to
serve for forty-three years.

School,
May 5, 1897
My dear Mary,
I am very sorry to hear that you are laid up with
the fever. I trust that you will soon be yourself
again, but above all do not let the thought that you
are missing your lessons and are standing a bad
chance of making your examinations worry you.
You must get well and strong by commencement,
and if you can’t stand the examinations,we shall see
that your fruitful work of the past eight months will
carry you through, and you may rest assured that
we deem you as thoroughly qualified, as any of the
other seniors, for graduation.
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Faculty group in 1894. Prof. Jacob Forney, President; Prof. C. W. Daugette,
Assistant; Miss Mary C. Forney; Miss Clara Lund.
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.
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Clarence William Daugette
18991942
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.
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Clarence William Daugette
1899 1942

-

July23, 1895
Dear SonMay your daily walk in life be so
perfect that others may be constrained
to follow your example.
Your Mother,
C. J. Daugette
thinker and worker in education, and in 1916, he
received an honorary Doctor of Laws degree from
the University of Alabama.
For forty-three years this president was an
energizing force in a growing educational center.
With keen business ability in managing meager
resources and a firm resolution to expand facilities,
he dreamed and built as the years passed. Ahead of
the times, he laid the foundation for Jacksonville
State University and for the students who would
become leaders in Alabama and throughout this
country.
Not only did he build modern buildings and
recruit an outstanding faculty, but he also enriched
students with the inspiration to excel in life and to
pass on to their students and children the zest for
achievement. From devotionals to physical culture
to academics, the president marched with the
students, assisting with finances, offering advice
and moderate discipline, and becoming involved p e r
sonally with every phase of student life. He included
in school bulletins for many years the statement:
“Parents desiring the President to take special over
sight of their sons and daughters will please make it
known before they send them to Jacksonville.” He
cared, he chaperoned, and he caught some students
in their efforts to outmaneuver the sharp father
figure.
This president was always the peacemaker in any
controversy. The following story is told about a football game. The players were in an argument in the
middle of the field, and Daugette was there entreating the Jacksonville boys to be more
gentlemanly and gracious. Someone came up from
behind with a rolled-up newspaper and hit him on
his naturally unprotected head.

Clara Janet Rankin Daugette was close to her son
and always encouraged him to excel in his undertakings - to go beyond what others expected of
him.
Clarence William Daugette was born at Bell’s
Landing in Monroe County, Alabama, on October
14, 1873. His mother’s grandparents were born in
Scotland and came to the United States in their early lives. His father, William Thomas Daugette, was
a planter and served four years in the Confederate
Army.
The early education of Daugette began in the
Monroeville schools and the Monroeville Academy.
After graduation from the academy, he entered the
Agricultural and Mechanical College of Alabama,
now Auburn University, and while on summer vacation in 1889,he became a sixteen-year-old teacher in
the public school in Repton. He received a Bachelor
of Science degree in 1893 and continued at Auburn
for a Master of Science degree in 1894.
That same year Daugette came to Jacksonville as
a science instructor in the Normal School, and there
met Annie Rowan Forney, the sister of President
Jacob Forney. They were married three years later
on December 22, 1897. For many years, the town of
Jacksonville was home for their five children,
Kathleen (Mrs. W. C. Carson), Palmer (Mrs. William
J. Calvert, Jr.), Clarence William, Jr., Rutledge, and
Rankin. Daugette continued as a science teacher until 1899 when he succeeded Jacob Forney as president.
The twenty-six-year-old president continued his
education. I n the summers of 1901 and 1903 he attended the University of Chicago. Later he studied
with Colonel Francis W. Parker, a revolutionary
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“Crown ’em. bovs Crown ’em,” the president
shouted, and competitive spirit prevailed.
H o w did Daugette attract teachers with Ph.D’s
from prominent universities to come to a small
Southern town and a struggling teachers’ college?
Robert P. Felgar, Sr., Ph.D., University of Texas,
came to Jacksonville State Teachers College in 1929,
and Charles E. Cayley, Ph.D., the University of
Chicago, came in 1934 - both taught history. Loy
W. Allison, Ph.D., Peabody, was hired to teach psychology in 1930. William J. Calvert, Jr., Ph.D., Harvard, joined the English Department in 1934,as did
Henry Bascom Mock, Ph.D., University of North
Carolina. Clara Weishaupt, Ph.D., Ohio State
University, became professor of science in 1935. The
same year, James Harding Jones from Mississippi.
Docteur (Lettres) de I’Universite de Montpellier,
came to teach French and later became director of
the International House program. Other early facult y members were encouraged to take leave and get
higher degrees. The list could go on.
This question was answered recently by William
Calvert, who became the president’s son-in-law.
“Well, jobs were scarce and Dr. Daugstte was a
persuasive fellow,’’ he said. “Although he couldn’t
promise me much, he came through with everything
he said he would. Dr. Daugette believed this was the
best place on earth.”
The Normal School grew into a promising
teachers’ college by 1929 and became one of the
largest in the state in the 1930s.I n the mid-thirties,
however, there was opposition. Some people felt
there was a surplus of teachers and a duplication of
-

.
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courses, and suggested that consolidation o f the normal schools would be more economical. Daugette
met with various committees and with members of
the Legislature and staunchly explained the work
being offered and the advantages of his school. He
usually got favorable action. Numerous times he
spoke against consolidation saying, “Many deserving young men and women will not find it possible
to go to a college a long distance away from home.”
The president met other challenges successfully,
and the school never closed its doors during World
War I nor the Great Depression of the thirties. He
took promissory notes from students for tuition and
board, and he always encouraged them in the worst
of times. His last activities involved the students
who were serving in World War II.
Helping the school grow from a small building
valued at $16,000 to a physical plant valued at
several million dollars, and from six teachers in the
Normal School in 1899 to fifty-two teachers and thirt y staff members in the Jacksonville State Teachers
College in 1942, this president fostered teacher education and education in general throughout
Alabama. His accomplishments were possible
because of his tenacious spirit and the loyal support
of citizens of the town and state.
This “persuasive fellow,” who was known as the
dean of college presidents in Alabama and who was
credited with many civic and church achievements,
died on August 9,1942.The message on the universit y sea& EXEGIMONUMENTUM AERE PERENNIUS “I
have reared a monument more enduring than bronze”
could be a memorial to Clarence William Daugette.

I

Annie Rowan Forney Daugette
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.
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Annie Rowan Forney Daugette

Annie Rowan Forney was born at the Jacob
Forney plantation, Satoah, three miles southwest of
Jacksonville, Alabama, on June 1, 1876. This Jacob
Forney, her grandfather, was the father of General
William H. and John H. Forney. Her family tree includes a president of the First Continental Congress,
Henry Middleton; Edward Rutledge and Arthur
Middleton, both signers of the Declaration of Independence; Gen. Peter Forney of Revolutionary
fame; and her father, Gen. John H.Forney, who
scored a remarkable record in the United States Arm y and later in the Confederate Army. Her mother
was Septima Sexta Middleton Rutledge Forney.
The family o f Annie Rowan Forney was talented
in music and art, as well as patriotic. After her
graduation from the Jacksonville State Normal
School in 1893, Annie Forney studied in New York
City at Cooper Union and the National Academy of
Design, where she won the coveted Elliott Medal for
the best drawing of heads.
I n a letter from her mother - discovered by
Kathleen Carson - Annie Rowan Forney first learned of C. W. Daugette, who had been hired as apromising new science professor at the Normal School. I n
this letter, dated October 13,1894,Mrs. Forney said:

is quiet and rather dignified. I don't think Mr.
Wright need fear him as a rival in the hearts of the
girls.

Shortly after returning to Jacksonville, Annie
Rowan Forney met Daugette. Traditionally,
Jacksonville provided the background for romance,
and the talented couple were married on December
22,1897.Soon to become the first lady of the Normal
School, Annie Forney Daugette began a career o f
community and state-wide service.
The United Daughters of the Confederacy bestowed on her their highest awar4 the Jefferson
Davis Medal, for distinguished service. A s a result
of a campaign initiated by Annie Forney Daugette,
the Great Seal of Alabama, with alterations by Mrs.
Daugette, was re-adopted in 1939. Jacksonville
State University honored her with the Doctor of
Humanities degree. She was inducted into the
Alabama Hall of Fame on October 26, 1978, with
ceremonies at Judson College. This honor is given
posthumously.
Although Mrs. Daugette received numerous
honors and awards, she placed her duties to her
family first.
This matriarch of a distinguished family contributed a steady vision and a wise leadership to her
city, county, and state. She died in Jacksonville at
the age of ninety-eight on September 11, 1974.

The new teacher arrived yesterday, Mr. Daugette.
Mr. Wright brought him around last night. He is
very, very tall and slim, not handsome, but has fine
eyes and a cleft chin which always shows character,
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The Magnolias was built about 1850 by Judge Thomas A. Walker, soldier, statesman, and financier. I n
1903, the house was purchased and remodeled by Clarence William Daugette, president of the State Normal
School and the Jacksonville State Teachers College for forty-three years. This house has not only been the
Daugette home, but also the heart of the school and town. Historically significant for its world-famous guests,
as well as its building and architecture, The Magnolias is filled with antiques, art, and photographs spanning
generations of this family. Presiding over the home now is a daughter, Kathleen Daugette Carson.
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CHAPTER’ THREE

Later Years of the Normal School From 1899 to 1929
One of the first acts of the youthful President
Clarence William Daugette was to secure a transfer
of the abandoned courthouse building to the state as
property of the Jacksonville Normal School. In 1900
the county seat had been moved to Anniston. The
Iron Queen Hotel had been rented and was used as a
dormitory for the first boarding students. This
building also provided housing facilities for the
president, and a daughter, Kathleen, was born at the
Iron Queen. The following letter was written by
Oscar Myrick a t the request of Mrs. C.W. Daugette:

years old. When Ford cars came into use, Belle was
not used as the family horse any more.
Soon after I came to school there were a few
things that impressed me very much.
I came the tenth of October, Kathleen Daugette
was born about two weeks later and Mr. Daugette
was so proud of his first child. She was a beautiful
baby.
Another was a speech by Senator John T.
Morgan. He spoke for two hours in the court house.
He and General Forney were very impressive people.
And another was the court house election. I capt
my first vote to retain the court house here. During
this campaign, Hon. John Knox was speaking for
the removal of the court house. He stopped a t the
hotel and asked the clerk, John Swann, for a cigar.
John handed a box over to him to choose one. He
said, “Idon’t want a five cent cigar. ” John Swann,
without cracking a smile, produced another 56 box
and said, “Here is another. ” He took this and John
said, “That is 256. ” He went on smoking this and
seemed to be pleased.
Teachers were poorly paid.
My impression is that the President of the school
was paid the lucrative salary of $100.00 per month.
Mr. Daugette drew $75.00. The school received
$2,500.00 from the state.
Oscar Myrick

Jacksonville, Alabama
May 18, 1955
In September, 1898, the President of the State
Normal School rode a bicycle to a teachers’ institute
in Etowah County to interest fathers in sending
their children to S.N.S. for an education.
He got one that year. I came to Jacksonville to
enter school on Monday, October 10, 1898. I t being
Monday, there was no school that day. I was told
that the holiday was Monday so the students could
prepare .lessons on Monday. They would not study
Sunday. They respected the Lord’s Day.
Times were hard then.
My father had no money to send us off to school,
but while he and Mr. Forney, the President of the
school, were walking over the field, Mr. Forney saw
a colt that he liked very much, so he proposed to buy
this colt and let it apply on my board.
Board was cheap then. We boarded a t the Iron
Queen Hotel and paid the exorbitant price of $8.00
per month. Your reaction is, “How could it be
done?”Other things were in proportion. Rice was 56
a lb., grits 2%@and sorghum was 25@a gallon. Side
meat was in the same proportion. So we fared sumptiously every day.
There were seven boarding students. Boarding
students were Bird and Henry Broughton, Flavins
Hanna, Jenny Lou and Paul Craft, Mattie Chitwood
(Mrs. Hugh Merrill) and her cousin, Hattie Chitwood, and 0. B. Myrick. We were all a t the Iron
Queen Hotel except the Chitwood girls. They boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Charles Porter.
When school was out in May of 1899, the colt was
brought over and kept in the back yard of the hotel.
Mr. Daugette took the colt and named her Belle. I
presume that all his children learned to ride her for
she was gentle and lived to be about twenty-five

The faculty of 1899-1900 consisted of the president and six other teachers. Daugette taught
science and literature, as well as photography;
William J. Beason, English and history; Mary C.
Forney, pedagogics and metaphysics, together with
physical culture and drawing; Lizzie Privett,
mathematics and Latin; Clara S. Lund, preparatory
department and class singing; Emily Goodlett, intermediate department; and Nona Tinsley, vocal
and instrumental music.
Physical culture had begun as a private course,
with students paying a small extra fee, but in the
1899-1900bulletin it was included in the curriculum
at no extra charge.
As noted in the bulletin, physical culture was
“modeled on the LingSwedish system, which has
for its chief aim the harmonious development of
body and mind as a unit. . . exercises will be of such
character as can be used in the ordinary school room
31

The old courthouse at the south end of the Square became the home of
the Normal School in 1899.
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without any apparatus.” Photographs of the girls
outside the buildings in physical culture classes and
of the boys in separate groups are shown in many of
the early school bulletins. Later records indicate
that, following the devotional period, physical exercises involving all of the students were held during
the chapel session. Sometimes the president led
them in marching.
The boys and girls walked to town and elsewhere,
always accompanied by a chaperone. They were not
permitted to walk together from classes, and the
president has been quoted as telling the girls to
“walk fast” to their classes. Nevertheless, many
Normal School students recount bending the rules
on occasion. Sometimes the results were quite
disastrous - notes slipped on strings from dormitory windows to waiting boyfriends were occasionally intercepted by the president or a teacher.
One concerned gardener, seeking to prevent trysts,
is said to have recommended to the president that
all of the shrubbery be taken out.
The president’s records reveal these regulations
as to student conduct:
- Regulations -

2. No driving, riding or walking with young men except in parties and with chaperons approved by
the President. Young men and young ladies may
walk from the churches and Christian Associations together to their homes on Sundays, but no
where else and a t no other time.
3. Young ladies must not loiter at the post office, in
the stores, or on the street.
4. Girls must not remain out too late; they should
be in their homes before dark.
5. No going out during the week days to anything
without permission of the President, except to
prayer-meetings, and then only when the
boarding-house keeper shall take her girls - this
means they shall not go or return with young
men.
6. Girls must not leave town without permission
from the President, unless it be under the care of
the matron.
7. Proper dignity and behavior are required upon all
occasions.

*****

Boarding-house keepers are expected to see that
these rules are obeyed, and when any young lady
acts in such a way as to cause concern and anxiety it
should be reported to the President privately.
C. W. Daugette
President

1. Girls may receive young men once per week only,
and that is on Sunday afternoon and night till ten
o’clock.
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The Iron Queen Hotel, located at the south end of the Square in Jacksonville, was the first dormitory for
boarding students of the State Normal School. Boys occupied the third floor, girls were on the second floor,
and transients were housed on the first floor. Professor and Mrs. C. W. Daugette lived in the hotel in the early
years of their marriage.
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The graduating class of 1901. Left to right: Oscar Landham, Monroe Hollingsworth, Oscar Myrick. Monroe Hollingsworth lived on South Pelham Road in a
house which was located across the street from the present Winn-Dixie store. Oscar
Myrick, father of Hannah Myrick Nunnally and Nancy Myrick Sutley, attended the
University of Alabama after completing the two-year Jacksonville State Normal
School in 1901. H e taught a t the Profile Mill School and in other schools in the area,
and also farmed. Oscar Landham became apharmacist and had a drugstore on West
15th Street in Anniston. His niece is Mrs. R. Eugene Jones of Jacksonville.
Courtesy of Hannah Myrick Nunnally
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The spirit of perfect harmony, unanimity of purpose and unselfish aims which characterized the
work of the teachers contributed in no small degree
to the success attained by the school the past year.
With their earnest, conscientious work, and low
salaries, they are setting a most salutary example of
placing their profession above mercenary gains.
Buildings and Grounds
The buildings are inadequate to the increasing
needs of the school, and a plan is now on foot for the
town to purchase other buildings which are especially suitable for school work.
The value of the present building, with the equipment of the school, and grounds, is about $18,000 $5,500 insurance is carried.
Income
The income of the school is:
From the State
From other sources . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Total

Under the statement on discipline found in the
1901-02 catalogue the message is clear:
It shall be the aim of the faculty to make the school
work as pleasant as possible. But all students who
attend are expected to come with the desire to learn.
We have no time to devote to wild and vicious boys
or frivolous girls .... A cheerful obedience to all of
the rules is enforced, but such moderation is exercised by the teachers that the pupils willingly obey
whom they respect and esteem.

...

Diligent effort was required in more areas than
student deportment in the early 1900s. Teachers
also received instructions from the president:
Instructions for Faculty meeting and duties attendant upon making reports for first month.
1. The reports shall be made out between 1:30
Saturday p.m. and 4:OO p.m. Monday at the end
of each school month; and cards are to go to
pupils on Tuesday.
2. Deportment, absence and tardy sheets are to be
kept on office table from Saturday 1:30 p.m.to
Saturday 7:OO p.m., during which time all
teachers are to enter their reports.
3. Report cards are to be kept on the office table
from Saturday 1:30 p.m. to Monday 4:OO p.m.
during which time all teachers are to enter their
grades.
4. Faculty meeting on Saturday night at 7:30 for
discussing deportment and irregularities.
5. No cards are to be accepted from pupils after 1:30
Saturday p.m., and no one may remove cards or
blanks from table during the hours set for entering grades.
6. Teachers not entering reports upon sheets and
cards during the time stated above shall be
counted delinquent in their duties and the cards
shall go to the pupils without their grades.

It would seem that the State would be very kind
to itself by increasing the appropriation of this
school to $7,500 since, besides being located at the
healthiest place in the State (health officer’s report)
amongst white people, in one of the richest sections
of the State which pays its proportionate share of
taxes, it has shown by its record of seventeen years’
work, in which time it has sent out about 120
teachers into the Public Schools, that it is entitled to
the confidence and support of the people.
Thanking you for your kindness, courtesy and
assistance during the past year, I am, with great
respect,
Clarence W. Daugette,
President of the Faculty.

The financial report signed by George P. Ide,
treasurer of the Normal School, was also included in
the report of the state superintendent. Total
receipts amounted to $4,163.57 and expenditures,
$4,106.59, with a balance of $56.98.
President Daugette spent much time convincing
local citizens and members of the Legislature of the
Normal School needs. Public schools were requiring
more qualified teachers; teaching was becoming a
profession. In 1900-01 the state appropriated $7,500
for the Normal School, and the next administration
increased the appropriation to $10,000.
Although securing funds had required much time
and attention, the Normal School had been playing
football, possibly
e 1903. The JACKSONVIL
REPUBLICAN
of November 5, 1903, carried this account of a football game:

C. W. Daugette, President

This first report to the State Department of
Education made by Daugette is included in the
Biennial Report of the Department of Education of
the State of Alabama for the scholastic years ending
September 30, 1899 and 1900, by John W. Abercrombie, superintendent of education.
Jacksonville Normal College
1899 1900
I have the honor to submit to you the following
report of the Seventeenth Session of the State Normal School, ending May 26, 1900.
Faculty and Salaries
The faculty with salaries was as follows:
C. W. Daugette, President, Science . . . . . . $1,000.00
W. J. Beeson, History and English . . . . . . . . .630.00
Mary C. Forney, Pedagogy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .450.00
Elizabeth Privett, Mathematics . . . . . . . . . . ,315.00
Florence Williamson,
Principal Training Department . . . . . . . .360.00
Emily Goodlett, Primary Department . . . . . . 315.00
Gussie Croft, Music (music fees) . . . . . . . . . . . .45.00
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3,115.00

-

The game of football between the Birmingham
high school team and the S.N.S. from this town
came off on Saturday afternoon [October 31, 19031
as advertised; physicians were in attendance and
hospital convenient in case of accident which fortunately were not needed, the game was without accident and enjoyed by the spectators. The game
resulted in a score of 28-0 in favor of Birmingham.
We were quite glad to have the Birmingham boys in
our midst.
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The publisher of the paper, J. H. Mellichampe,
and the editor, E. W. Mellichampe, added a few
editorial words in the same edition:

the oldest available, although other copies are
shown in the Normal School bulletins.
Named in honor of John C. Calhoun, former
senator
from South Carolina, the Calhoun Literary
We hope our boys will not feel discouraged after
Society came into existence in 1884. The purpose
their defeat in the football game of Saturday afterwas the training of young men in the essentials of
noon, defeat is frequently more valuable than sucgood citizenship. By the time Daugette became
cess; a defeat will make them practice and become
more perfect, while a victory may have caused them
president, this society had grown in enrollment and
to feel like taking a rest. David stood his own
interest, and it was thought best to divide the
against Goliath, though the latter was encased in armembership into two societies. Lots were cast to
mor.
determine which group would retain the name of
Calhoun.
The other group of members named their
On a less serious note, the JACKSONVILLE
society
for
a former Alabama Senator, John T.
REPUBLICAN
of November 26, 1903, carried an
Morgan,
who
raised a Confederate cavalry regiment
advertisement for the State Normal School:
in Calhoun County in 1862.
Wanted. A pig at S.N.S. to eat up the mistakes of
The Normal School was expanding and endeavorthe student cooking department; none but one of
ing to keep the teaching force up to the highest stansound digestion, which can know an absence of
dard possible. Examinations met requirements of
dyspepsia in ancestors for three generations, need
the state board. The president kept abreast of
apply.
developments in the education field by attending
In addition to football and gastronomical
meetings over the state. The Trustees established
endeavors, there were active organizations on camscholarships for each county so that the benefits of
pus. The YMCA and YWCA and four literary
the school would be widely known. These appointsocieties had been formed - “The Calhoun and
ments had to be made by the county superintendent
Morgan for gentlemen and Girls Chapter and Curry
of education and by the senators and represenfor the ladies,” the school catalogues reported.
tatives. Each official could present one scholarship,
These societies were sponsored by the Normal
and the recipients had to meet full requirements for
School faculty but were directed by student officers.
entrance to the school.
Annual debates, with much rivalry and festivity,
With room and board at $10 a month, total ex-.
continued for many years. Photographs of the 1904
penses for a term of three months at the Normal
Calhoun Society and the 1908 Morgan Society are
School could be held within the limit of $100.

Football squad in early 1900s.
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Women’s basketball team. 1902. The team was divided into two groups, Tumblers and Scramblers. Mrs.
W . B. Merrill of Heflin, mother of Walter and Fred Merrill, is standing on the back row. The two captains are
seated on the ground. Kate Caldwell and Nell Hopkins.
Courtesy of Merrill Family
Copied from ALUMNI NEWS

students. The library had 1,600 books and many
public documents, and the reading table material magazines, articles, and newspapers - had increased.
The death of L. W. Grant, one of the proponents of
the State Normal School, was noted in 1911.
“Mr. Grant was sixty-nine when he died, and the
Normal School lost a good friend and supporter who
had advocated normal education when it was very
unpopular in Alabama,” Daugette wrote in the
school catalogue.
Act Nd. 483 of the Alabama Legislature, approved on April 18,1911, created a “board of trustees for
the government and control of the several State normal schools for whites, and for the making and enforcing of a course of study for the said State normal

Students in the Normal School could sign notes for
tuition. The notes had to be redeemed either by
teaching or payment of tuition within two years
after graduation. This provision was later changed
to an agreement to teach eighteen months in the
public schools or repay the loan within five years
after leaving school. The appropriation from the
state for maintenance was increased to $15,000 in
1907.
In 1910 the Normal School offered first-, second-,
and third-grade certificate courses for teachers the English-scientific professional, the Latinmodern language professional, the academic or college preparatory, and a manual training course. The
president and seventeen teachers presided over five
departments. There were 434 Normal School
37

schools and for the rural schools of the State, and for
the repealing of any charter or charters in conflict
with the provisions of this act.”
This board consisted of eight members: the governor as ex officio chairman, the state superintendent
of education, and six members chosen by the governor. These members were initially appointed for
terms of one to six years. At the expiration of these
first appointments, the term would be six years. The
first joint board was listed in the 1911-12 bulletin:
Governor Emmett O’Neal, president; Superintendent of Education Henry J. Willingham, secretary;
George P. Ide, treasurer; members, W. W.
Lavender, Centreville; Robert B. Evins,
Greensboro; John B. Weakley, Birmingham; John
D. McNeel, Montgomery; C. L. Dowell, Eufaula; and
Irving Craighead, Mobile.

mal schools were included in the various school
catalogues. Local information and faculty, along
with organizational activities and building programs, were added to the individual school
bulletins.
The Summer School of Methods had begun in
1896 with a three-week session, which was later
lengthened. This course was mainly designed for
those taking state examinations to teach, and offered no credit toward graduation or certification.
The first record of credit being given for summer
work is noted in the 1912 school bulletin. Teachers
could attend school in the summer and teach in the
winter. Sometimes summer school enrollment was
larger than in regular session.
Prior to school newspapers and yearbooks, the
Normal School publication, THE PURPLE AND
WHITE, was pictorial, covering activities of the
literary societies, athletics, and other events of the
school.

The publications of this board concerning curriculum and other common requirements for the nor-

The State Normal School Students in front of the Iron Queen Hotel. President Daugette is shown on the
far right.
Courtesy of Kathleen Daugette Carson
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Under Governor Emmett O’Neal’sadministration
in 1911-14, the legislature increased the annual
maintenance appropriation to $20,000 and passed a
first appropriation for buildings of $60,000. A
$15,000 debt for remodeling the old Calhoun College
building was paid and $45,000 was used to build a
new women’s dormitory. In 1916, Governor Charles
Henderson signed a bill increasing the maintenance
appropriation to $25,000 annually.
The new women’s dormitory was completed and
ready for occupancy in the fall of 1916 when it
caught fire and burned. The fire was generally
believed to have been caused by a careless cigarette.
Fire insurance held by the contractor had expired,
but the school was covered. Citizens of Jacksonville
and Calhoun County, the state superintendent of
education, and officials all over the state rallied to
support Daugette in getting the funds to rebuild the
dormitory the next year. This dormitory was named
Weatherly Hall for Florence Weatherly, a teacher of
penmanship and typewriting and secretary to President Daugette. After twenty-seven years at the
school, Florence Weatherly died in 1933. The
building was later taken down and replaced by the
Weatherly Hall shown on the campus map.
Although enrollment was holding up, there were
more women than men in the school in 1917. These
were the trying days of World War I.
The “innovations for the school” section in the
1917 catalogue mentioned the farm given to the
school by Fannie Atkins in memory of her husband

Miss Florence Weatherly, teacher of penmanship
and typewriting and secretary to President
Daugette for 27 years. Miss Weatherly died in 1933,
and Weatherly Hall is named in her honor.

Weatherly Hall, 1916.
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Group of boarding students in the Daugette home.

I

Courtesy of Kathleen Daugette Carson

A devotional and other chapel programs ended in exercise and sometimes marching. The men sat on one
side of the auditorium and the women on the other. President Daugette is shown second from the left on the
rostrum.
Courtesy of Kathleen Daugette Carson
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Spraying for fruit flies on the school farm as shown in the 1912-13 bulletin.

Shown as a group of “our married girls and boys” in the 1913-14 bulletin.
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for instruction and training. Photographs of activities on the farm are shown in the school
bulletins.
Although state-wide regulations concerning normal schools contributed to conformity in operation,
each school had individual advantages for students.
When a student from one school would apply for admission at another school, competitive issues often
arose. No school president considered his school to
be inferior to another, and higher enrollment meant
growth.
The first mention of school districts is found in
the December 1915, bulletin:

David to help young men get an education. The farm
was furnishing fresh vegetables and milk for the
school, and surplus vegetables were canned “in our
own cannery” in the summer. A ten-room house was
located on this 123S-acre farm about two miles
south of Jacksonville. Men students could stay in
the home free and work was available for a limited
number.
A ram (forcepump) furnished water for four buildings; a modern sanitary dairy for twenty cows was
in process of construction; there were forty-four
head of cattle, seventy-two hogs, forty goats, two
mules and a mare, and all of the necessary farming
tools. A. L. Young, teacher of agriculture and
manual training, spent three days a week looking
after the farm.
Agriculture was a required subject, as teachers
were teaching in rural areas, and the farm was used

For the purpose of preventing unseemly competithe Normal School Board
tion for numbers , ,
divided the State into four normal school districts.
Jacksonville district includes the following counties: Calhoun, St. Clair, Etowah, Cherokee,

..

The Calhoun Literary Society, named in honor of John C. Calhoun, former senator from South Carolina,
came into existence in 1884. The purpose was to train young men in the essentials of good citizenship. The
above group, from 1904, is the first available photograph.
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Remodeled barracks of the S.A.T.C. used as men’s dormitory.
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.

I

May Pole festivities. Kathleen Daugette Carson was a participant.
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President Daugette’s office in the courthouse building in the early 1900s.

. . . but he seems to have gone into the Presidents’
and Board’s meetings, to have sat back on his dictatorial haunches, and to have forgotten everything
that he knew. . . ,
-from a letter to President
Daugette regarding a textbook selection, dated July 2,
1915.

Cleburne, DeKalb, Marshall, Blount, Randolph,
Clay, Talladega, Chilton, Coosa, Tallapoosa, Shelby,
Chambers, and Jefferson. (Two other schools have
equal rights in Jefferson.)

The district division was interpreted to mean that
each normal school would advertise and recruit
students only from its designated district, although
students could be accepted from anywhere in the
state.
The four Class-A normal school presidents during
this period were Henry J. Willingham, Florence;
C. W. Daugette, Jacksonville; G. W. Brock, Livingston; and E. M. Shackelford, Troy. The four
presidents sought agreements among themselves on
policies on operations, textbooks, and curriculums,
and their approach toward securing approval for
changes a t higher levels. Opposition to normal
school education and to placement of normal school
graduates had to be dealt with on common ground.
The presidents met together to work out their problems, and letters, when written, were usually addressed to all.
The following excerpts from the presidents’ correspondence tell some of the story of their struggles,
their high regard for each other, and their human
strengths and, sometimes, foibles.

November 21, 1916
Pres. E. M. Shackelford
Troy, Alabama
Dear Shackelford:
Replying to your letter to Willingham I wish to
say that I feel that we should get together and talk
this matter over, bring all our suggestions together
and consider them; then, if we should decide it best
to turn the departmental work over to the teachers
we can do so. We can do that, or follow any other
plan of action we may decide is best.
I can meet you at any time, and suggest Birmingham is the place more convenient to all.
Yours truly,
C. W. Daugette
President
44
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A woodworking class around 1903.Note the formal dress, and the fact that both men and women were included.

A Jackson County group at the Big Spring. 1904-05 bulletin.
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Copies to Presidents Brock and Willingham

June 22. 1917
President C. W. Daugette
Jacksonville, Alabama

June 20, 1917
President G. W. Brock
Livingston, Alabama

Dear Daugette:
I would suggest that you write to the company in
St. Louis for a sample of their butter. When you put
it on ice and serve it cold, you will be surprised a t
your doubtful attitude. I will guarantee that it is
first class and better than anything that you can
get.
With high regards, I am
Yours very truly,
G. W. Brock
President

Dear Brock
The enclosed letter shows that you are feeding
your people on Oleomargarine instead of butter. I
am a little suprised at this and somewhat afraid to
try it. What do you think about it? Please return the
letter .
Yours truly,
C. W. Daugette
President

The 1908group shown above is the first available photograph of the Morgan Literary Society. When C. W.
Daugette became president of the Normal School, the Calhoun Society had grown so in size that it was
thought best to divide the membership into two groups. Lots were cast and one group retained the name
Calhoun, while the other was named for former Senator John T. Morgan, who raised a Confederate cavalry
regiment in Calhoun County in 1862.
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received from J. Fred Gurley, serving in France “says he thinks he’s in a great game but is anxious
to get back to the good old U.S.A.” Other alumni
were listed: Captain Charles Sisson, at Camp Gordon, Georgia; Second Lieutenant Thomas Martin,
stationed in Montgomery; Second Lieutenant
George Kilpatrick, now “somewhere in France”
with the American Expeditionary Forces; and Percy
Plylar, with the Rainbow Division. A. A. Johnson,
Versie A. Smith, James R. Myrick, B. P. Livingston, and Clyde West were also in the service of
their country.
President Woodrow Wilson is credited personally
with the idea of using the colleges, schools, and
universities as training camps for the army. The
Students Army Training Corps, under the Committee on Education and Special Training, Washington, D.C., established units in some 140 technical
schools over the United States in the summer of
1918. Nearly 95,000 soldiers were mobilized and
trained as vocational specialists - radio, telegraph,
telephone, motor mechanics - and they saw service
in all branches of the army.

Other correspondence mentions bad roads, poor
train schedules, and money problems. The
presidents traveled as economically as possible. One
of them customarily made hotel reservations for
“two double rooms with bath between.’’ In 1920,
the cost for such rooms in Washington, D.C. was
$3.50 per day for each person.
In some years, for each session of the school,
Daugette borrowed money at six percent interest to
offset late arrival of appropriations. Such necessity
was not envisioned by either the president or state
officials when budgets were made.
In addition to normal problems and struggles,
Spright Dowell, state superintendent of education,
called on the normal schools to help relieve the
shortage of teachers by offering emergency training.
Courses offered in the December, 1917,bulletin were
a regular normal course leading to graduation,
special courses for professional improvement,
courses far extension of certificates, and review
courses for securing state certificates.
Alumni notes in this bulletin mentioned a letter

Sewing class. The 1913-14 bulletin and the PURPLEAND WHITEinclude this photograph. The bulletin
names the teacher of household economy as Marion McMelan, who came to the Normal School to teach in
1911. She also taught cooking to both men and women. Her qualifications were listed as “Grad. Oswega Normal Training School, 1900; Special work Woods Hall, Mass., 1903; University of North Dakota, 1903-04; COP
nell University, 1904; Domestic Science, University of Chicago, 190S10; Public school work ten years; Science
University of South Dakota and Kendall College, Oklahoma, 10 years.”
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Hames Hall. (See Normal School campus map.) The original building housed the Male Academy and the
Calhoun College before becoming the home of the Normal School. Remodeled and enlarged with help from the
town in 1908,the building was named for Capt. William M. Hames, president of the board of board of trustees
of the Normal School for eighteen years. Pods of the present elementary school are located around this site.

Twenty-five members of the senior class of 1910 in front o f Hames Hall. Six of the classmates were missing.
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from East Texas State Normal School to take over
this unit. The unit had just gotten under way when
news of the signing of the Armistice on November
11, 1918, was flashed over the world, and with it
came the end of the S.A.T.C. The Secretary of War
issued the order demobilizing the corps on
November 26, 1918.
The army left the barracks for the school, and one
of the buildings was later remodeled into a dormitory for men. Many of the former members of the
S.A.T.C. came back to school and seemed more interested in their class work than ever before.
This first army training program for students a t
Jacksonville was no doubt the foundation for the
Alabama National Guard unit and later the Reserve
Officer Training Corps. The last available statement
on the S.A.T.C. indicated 300 of the original 516 participating institutions had applied for Reserve Officer Training Corps. Jacksonville Normal did not
apply for ROTC but planned to do so that fall.
Soon after the war, E. J. Landers became the first
captain of the Alabama National Guard unit located
in Jacksonville. C. W. Daugette, Jr., who at fifteen
had received military training in the S.A.T.C., was

The construction of new barracks and a unit with
the maximum strength of 200 men were authorized
for the Jacksonville Normal School.
The army officer from Fort Sheridan assigned to
this unit took the Spanish influenza and was late in
reaching Jacksonville. Although the epidemic had
afflicted a large number before reaching this area, it
had become a milder form of the flu; however, the
same elements of discomfort, pain, and weakness
sent many students home. Nevertheless, the school
did not close. The situation became more acute when
the temporary relief officer from Nashville, Tennessee, took the flu soon after his arrival. After calls
to Washington, D.C., President Daugette requested
the Commanding Officer a t Camp McClellan, just
five and a half miles south of Jacksonville, to come
to the aid of the unit.
An army officer was detailed to come to the school
each afternoon to give military drill to the candidates of the S.A.T.C. Dr. John F. Rowan, who was
already looking after Normal School students, was
appointed by the Surgeon General of the Army for
duty with the Jacksonville unit. Finally, Lieutenant
Kenton M. Snyder, Infantry, U.S. Army, arrived

Horse and buggy days in Jacksonville. James A. Davis is standing. A n outstanding football player in
1912, he completed his college degree at the University of Alabama, including a master’s in education. He
became principal of Bessemer High School, and died in 1951.
Courtesy of James A. Davis, Jr., M.D., Birmingham, Alabama
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the first lieutenant. After two years Daugette replaced Landers as captain. Privates received one
dollar for each weekly drill. Students were excused
from classes for two weeks of training at Camp McClellan.
In 1919 the president had twelve teachers and
four staff members. The highest salary offered was
$150 a month; several young men were placed at
$125 and young women at $100 a month. The school
was on the quarter system, with three terms a year.
Student expenses for a year amounted to some $190.
Ada Curtiss, a teacher well known to many Normal School graduates, came to Jacksonville in 1919
as critic and public school music teacher. A
graduate of the Columbia School of Music in
Chicago, she retired from the State Teachers College
in 1948 and lived in Jacksonville until her death in
1974. Curtiss Hall, a women’s dormitory, is named
for her.
She was a demanding teacher, according to some
of her non-musically-inclined students. Ernest
Stone, who would become president of Jacksonville
State University in 1971, recalls using the wellknown “buttering-up” technique. He wrote in a
paper for her class that Chicago was the melting pot
and her alma mater the bull’s-eye of the universe to
have produced such wonderful musicians as his
teacher.
Julian W. Stephenson, a Normal School graduate
of 1910, B.S., University of Alabama, became
athletic director of the Normal School in 1919. Football was played in championship competition,
basketball for both men and women was offered, and

Miss Ada Curtiss, a graduate of the Columbia
School of Music in Chicago, joined the State Normal
School faculty in 1919. She retired from the Jacksonville State Teachers College in 1948 and lived in
Jacksonville until her death in 1974. Curtiss Hall, a
women’s dormitory, is named for her.

Football champions. 1913.
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Dean Claude Rodolphus Wood an Alabama
Polytechnic Institute graduate of 1912, who later
earned his Ph.D. from Peabody, joined the faculty of
the State Normal School in 1920 as a teacher of
mathematics and the first director of extension. Dr.
Wood became the first academic dean of the
Jacksonville State Teachers College in 1931, a
position he held until his retirement in 1955.

Ramona Middleton Wood, wife o f Dean Wood,
became librarian for the State Normal School in
1921. For thirty-two years she served thousands of
students and faculty members, doing what she could
to supply materials and provide a physical environment conducive to reading, study, and reflection.
She died on August 30,1953.

tennis and volleyball courts and indoor baseball for
women were provided.
The State Board of Education took over the operation of the four Class-A normal schools in 1920, and
the joint regulation continued. The school bulletin of
1920-21 lists this state board: Governor Thomas E.
Kilby, State Superintendent John W. Abercrombie,
and members Mrs. T. G. Bush, Birmingham; A. H.
Carmichael, Tuscumbia; Dr. A. T. McCall, Mobile;
L. B. Musgrove, Jasper; A. L. Tyler, Anniston; and
Dr. R. H. McCaslin, Montgomery.
Enrollment increased phenomenally in the 1920%
and extension courses were established in practically every community in the district. Claude Rodolphus Wood, an Alabama Polytechnic Institute
graduate of 1912 (later receiving a Ph.D. from
Peabody), joined the faculty in 1920 as a teacher of
mathematics and the first director of extension.
Activities of the extension department included
extension study classes a t convenient places for

teachers who found it difficult or impossible to attend the Normal School during the fall and winter
terms. Credit was given toward graduation for this
work. The extension department also assisted count y superintendents in planning work for teachers,
held teachers’ institutes, and did follow-up service
for former Normal School students, and the director
made numerous commencement and civic addresses.
Dr. Wood became the first academic dean of the
school in 1931. Ramona Middleton Wood, the wife
of Dean Wood, became librarian in 1921 and served
in that capacity for thirty-two years. The Ramona
Wood Library, now Wood Education Building, was
named for her. She died on August 30, 1953. Dr.
Wood retired as dean of the college in 1955 and was
succeeded by Theron E. Montgomery, Jr.
Dean Wood died on January 19, 1981, just one
month before his eighty-ninth birthday. At the time
of Dean Wood’s death, Houston Cole said, “Over a
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Group o f the State Normal School faculty.
Courtesy of Kathleen Daugette Carson

52

Kilby Hall, the Training School of the State Normal School, in 1921.

school grounds and several other acres were added
about this time.
The twenties ushered in a number of new chapters
in the life of the Normal School. Glee Club performances and musical recitals were held every year in
the early days, and from 1921, the school had band
instruments. Since participants were enrolled for only a short time, it was difficult to keep a band
organized. Two years was the maximum, but often
students were not able to spend the two years in
consecutive span.
The Normal School became a member of the
Association of Alabama Colleges in 1926 and of the
American Association of Teachers Colleges in 1928.
Lance Hendrix, head of the English department,
organized the Dramatics Club in 1927, and one play
was customarily held each year. Interest in drama
has prevailed ever since, notwithstanding many
shoestring budgets and limited facilities. Today the
Ernest Stone Performing Arts Center is imposing,
and the equipment no doubt beyond the dreams of
the students and faculty of the 1920s.

period of thirty-six years, his life was devoted to the
training of teachers in how best to teach youth, not
only in ways of making a living, but in ways to make
a life. ” Another memorial said, “Dr. Wood loved
young people and dedicated himself to their development. As an educator both in the classroom teaching
mathematics, where his sharp mind sparkled, and in
the office of academic dean, where he directed the
energies of both faculty and students, he gave of
himself freely.”

Frankie Battle Wood, who married Dean Wood on
October 11, 1969, now lives in Anniston, and has
contributed many of her husband’s papers to the
university.
During Governor Thomas E. Kilby ’s administration, the Legislature appropriated $40,000 for
maintenance and $30,000 for a training school
building at Jacksonville. Kilby Hall was built in
1921-22. This much-added-to and remodeled building is now the modern Kitty Stone Elementary
School. The Stevenson house and lot adjoining the
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More popular than any classroom was the first swimming pool. This pool was at Kilby Hall.

The first band, 1923-24, at Kilby Hall. Among those shown are Miss A d a Curtiss, Rankin Daugette,
Clarence Daugette, Jr., Winnie Little, Charles Parrish, Mr. Honea, Rutledge Daugette, Flora Mercer, Fred
Burnham, and Roy Buttram.
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.

54

-t

i

i

the teacher of the institute in Albertville, Mary
Pullen and her friends changed their plans in favor
of the Albertville institute, where she sat on the
front row. And Mary Pullen Shelton has said,
“That’s how I hooked the renowned woman hater,
Allen Clifton Shelton. ”
One of Shelton’s major duties at the Normal
School was the handling of basketball tournaments.
He organized the first one in the district and fortytwo teams came to Jacksonville. He secured housing
for the visitors and gave free passes, which left very
little room for the paying customers, but he has said
it proved to be a financial success.
The tournaments continued for years, and Shelton
would stay in the gymnasium day in and day out.
His son, Tom, once cooperated with him in a major
way. Shelton had left a tournament and gone home
before the 6 p.m. games were to start, and Tom, being an agreeable little fellow, was born while his
father was at home during the recess.
Both the Sheltons have contributed much time
and service to the town and state in addition to their

In 1927 Forney Hall, a dormitory for men, was
built without state-appropriated money. This
building cost $7 5,000 and had seventy-six rooms
and several small apartments with private baths.
Forney Hall is now an apartment building.
In 1924 Allen Clifton Shelton was recruited by
President Daugette. Shelton had an M.A. degree
from Peabody and had taught mathematics and
coached basketball in Georgia before coming to the
State Normal. At the Normal School he handled extension, taught mathematics, and coached basketball.
No doubt the most important event of Shelton’s
career happened during his extension work. A
young lady who had graduated from Woman’s College of Alabama met him at Peabody when they
were both doing graduate work, and soon thereafter
became an English teacher at Boaz.
Teachers’ institutes were being conducted by the
Normal School in Boaz and Albertville. She and
some other teachers had decided to attend the institute in Boaz, but since Shelton turned out to be

Forney Hall, a men’s dormitory, built in 1927, was named in honor of President Jacob Forney and his
sister, Mary C. Forney, who became a teacher in 1897and taught for 40 years at the college. This building was
built without state-appropriated money for $75,000. There were 76 rooms, and several small apartments and
private baths. Note the water tower. Evidently, the Morgan Literary Society members had made it to the top.
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Mr. and Mrs. R. Liston Crow.

Mr. and Mrs. A. C. Shelton, Jacksonville,
Alabama, 1982.
Courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Shelton

nell Hall, a two-story men’s dormitory built in
1946-47, was named in his honor.
Ross Liston Crow, a member of the pioneer Crow
family of Jacksonville and a graduate of the Normal
School, began working in the business office in 1927.
After thirty-five years, he retired as treasurer in
1962. Crow Hall, a dormitory for men, was dedicated in his honor on August 25, 1965. The
JACKSONVILLE
NEWS reported, “He acquired the
reputation of never allowing any waste or misappropriation of even the smallest amount that
came under his watchful eye.” His death came on
May 21, 1969. Liston Crow, a quiet man, was an
historian and stamp collector, and he also served as
an elder in the First Presbyterian Church of
Jacksonville. His memory lingers with all who knew
him.
The State Normal School alumni and teachers
renewed friendships and even contemplated new
romances for many years under the delightful direction of Louise Douthit Tredaway, a 1916 graduate.
Every year, from the early 1950s until 1978, she
managed to get the alumni group together a t
homecoming. Her home and heart were open to the
classmates and friends of the State Normal School,
and the town and university lost a great friend when
Mrs. Tredaway died on May 26, 1980.
Both Mrs. Tredaway and Crow had a pleasing
sense of humor. At the reunion of the 1916 and 1917
classes of the State Normal School in 1960, Crow
said of his sister and friend, “Martha Dean Wright
and Louise Tredaway were shy, quiet girls in school,
but they are now the talkingest women in town.”
Perhaps this typifies the charm, spirit, and humor of
the State Normal School.

educational activities. Shelton has written a daily
STAR, served on the City
column for the ANNISTON
Council, and been president of the Jacksonville
Chamber of Commerce. In 1955 he became an
Alabama Senator and is the only senator who has
served three consecutive terms.
Mary Pullen Shelton has pulled her weight many
times over in the civic and social life of Jacksonville
and the state. One of her remarkable efforts was the
establishment of the city library. Because of her
dedication and voluntary service over the years, the
Mildred Johnston Library is now a valuable addition to Jacksonville.
Longevity of service has not been limited to administrators and professors at this institution. In
1918 Conrad Wilson came to do janitorial work and
in 1924 became a cook for the Normal School in
Weatherly Hall, where Edna Neighbors Hendrix
was the dietition. His wife worked with him for
many years. Jacksonville State University’s head
cook, a great friend of the thousands who have enjoyed his food from the Normal School days, retired
of
in 1967. The college newspaper CHANTICLEER
June 13, 1967, saluted Chef Connie for his fortythree years of service when he retired “to do a little
fishing.”
was
The high school section of the 1927 TEACOLA
dedicated to Henry Clifton Pannell, principal of the
high school. A 1918 graduate of the State Normal
School, with a degree from the University of
Alabama and with an M.A. from Columbia University, Pannell came to the school in 1925. Later he
received a Ph.D. from Columbia, and was superintendent-elect of the State Department of Education when he died just before taking office. Pan56
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The women's basketball champions in 1920.

1923-24 basketball champs. Back row: Puckett, Plunkett, "Country" Ed Moore, Coach C. C. Bush. Front
row: Vaughn Bruner, Hershel Vineyard, McNeese, C. C. Vines, Clarence Daugette, Jr.
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The little horse Belle was quartered behind the Iron Queen, and all the Daugette children learned to ride.
Here are Palmer, Kathleen, and Clarence Daugette and Belle.
Courtesy of C. W. Daugette, Jr.
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Dr. T. Baucorn 8. L. Brown
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CHAPTER FOUR

Early Years of the Teachers College From 1929 to 1942
The most significant development of the 1920s
was the change from State Normal School to State
Teachers College in 1929.President C. W.Daugette
wrote in the first State Teachers College bulletin,
June 1929:

rounding property, and the elementary school for
blacks, now used as a day care center. According to
information from local citizens, there was strong
sentiment to keep the city schools in operation;
however, funds and the number of students would
not support two school systems.
In 1928,Reuben Self came to Jacksonville to stay.
He had been teaching in the Normal School in the
summers, and at this time be began teaching in the
regular session and was also made principal of the
junior high school. Then he took over as principal of
the high school and went into college teaching on a
part-time basis. In 1943 he began teaching in the
college alone. In the intervening years, Self had
worked toward a doctor’s degree, receiving an Ed.D.
from New York University in 1943.
Self said in a recent conversation, “The first
significant development after I came here was the
acquisition of the city schools. Governor Bibb
Graves came to Jacksonville, and he and Dr.
Daugette met with Mr. W. I. Greenleaf, Mr. George
P. Ide, and others about the acquisition. They
entered into a deal in which the schools became the
property of the state.”
From 1943 to 1956,Self was a professor of secondary education, and in the late forties and early fifties he was also in charge of the Office of Veterans
Affairs. In advising World War I1 veterans about
their vocational and educational planning, many
less-than-high-schoolgraduates were persuaded to
go to college and to graduate school. He advised one
student to go into social work, although at the time
the position did not pay much salary. That student
is Larry Edwards, who is now a prominent professor
of social work at Louisiana State University and is
married to the daughter of Professor and Mrs. J. M.
Anders, both well known in the history of this
school.
As head of the Office of Veterans Affairs, Self
prevailed upon the Montgomery office to allocate
tuition payments for veterans at Jacksonville.
Previously, only incidental fees were allowed. About
a year later, in a meeting in Montgomery when other
colleges discovered this windfall for Jacksonville, he
recalls, “I was reproved for initiating this practice
without consulting the other colleges. For some

By recent act of the State Board of Education, the
two-year normal schools of Alabama have become
four-year state teachers colleges, granting at the
completion of the four-year curriculum, standard B.
S. degrees. The third year of the curriculum will be
added at the beginning of the fall quarter of the present year, September 16, 1929, while the fourth year
will be added with some quarter of the 1930 session,
as early as conditions will allow.

The first mention of quality points is included in
this bulletin: “For each grade of A, three points; for
each B, two points; for each C, one point. Grade A
represents ninety to one hundred per cent; grade B,
eighty to eighty-nineper cent; and Grade C, seventy
to seventy-nine per cent. Grades sixty to sixty-nine
per cent are possible, but they do not earn any quality points; and before one can graduate, he must earn
as many points as hours required by the course from
which he wants to graduate.” Applicable to all of
the teachers colleges in the state, this rule has survived the passage of time.
Expenses for nine months were estimated at $250
to $300;board in dormitory, $60 per term, tuition,
$20, textbooks, $10 to $15, and diploma fee, $5.
There were 12,000 volumes in the library, now on
the Dewey Decimal System. The faculty and staff
had increased in number to fifty-one persons.
The report of examination by the Alabama
Department of Examiners of Public Accounts for
this period stated:
During the year 1929, the City of Jacksonville
sold all of the city school land and buildings to the
Jacksonville State Teachers College. An agreement
between the City Council and City School Board and
the State Board of Education provided that the
duties of the City School Board were to be performed by the State Board of Education, these duties, it
appears having been subsequently delegated to the
Coilege.

Property conveyed at this time included the city
school buildings (now the old ROTC building), sur63

SCHOOL CALENDAR-1929-30

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
Governor Bibb Graves, ex-officio
Chairman
Superintendent R. E. Tidwell, ex-officio
Secretary
1st District-Dr. D. T. McCall___.________
Mobile
2nd District-Hon. Jack Thorington.------Montgomery
3rd District-Hon. W. L. Lee
Dothan
4th District-Hon. L. H. Ellis-~columbiana
5th District-Hon. R. H. Powell
Tuskegee
6th District-Hon. Alfred M. Tunstall--Grcmsboro
7th District-Hon. J. C. Inzer~cadsdea
8th District-Hon. A. H. Carmichael-Tumnnbm
9th District-Mrs. W..H. J e f f r i e s . - . ~ - ~ - - B i i m i n g h a m
10th District-Hon. L. B. Musgrove
--Jasper

FALL TERM
Classification and Enrollment of Students :
Monday and Tuesday, Sept. 16 and 17,1929
Class work begins
Wednesday, Sept. 18,1929
Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, Nov. 28,1929
Term closes
Saturday, Dec. 7,1929
~

__

WINTER TERM
Term begins-.---Monday, Dec. 9,1929
Christmas holidays begin----Saturday,
Dec. 21,1929
Work resumes _____(_-______Thursday,
Jan. 2,1930
Term closes
L..--Saturday,
March 8,1930
~

-_--_-_

SPRING TERM
Term begins--.--Tuesday,
March 11,1930
*Fifth term __-_-_~__._----_-_I_A p r i l 16,1930
Annual commencement
_-_
Monday, May 26, 1930

-_--

Term begins--.-Term closes

SUMMER T E R M
---.Tuesday,

-

May 27,1930
Friday, Aug. 8,1930

'This is a term of twelve weeks for teachers in service who cannot
enter for the regular spring term.
12

JACKSONVILLE, ALABAMA

STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE

Students' Aid-Atkins

Farm

Through the generosity and philanthropy of hlrs. Fannie Atkins, of Jacksonville, and her desire to perpetuate the name of her
husband, we are able to offer rooms without cost to a limited
number of young men. Mrs. Atkins donated a farm for
this purpose about two miles out on the Anniston paved road.
The 1ior.se has ten rooms, Those who desire to secure reservations in this building will please communicate with the president
as soon as possible. It is for the benefit of those who need assistance. Work can be secured for a limited number'. All who wish
to attend this college and who need help should write at once.

These funds are available to those whose merit is known to
the school officials ;tad bear interest at 6 per cent.

Athletics
The college always has a football team. Basketball for both
men and women is given. Tennis and volleyball courts provide
for those who prefer this form of sport.

Class Memorials

Dormitory for Women

It has heen the custom of the classes of the State Teachers
College to make some gift to the college as a memorial.

Dormitory accommodations are had here for women as follows :
One brick dormitory, a three and a half story building. A
cottage for pupils who desire to do light housekeeping. The rate
for board is $60 per term. Meals furnished in the dining room of
the girls' dormitory. Men and women should bring towels, pillow
cases, pillow and cover. The rooms for light housekeeping are
furnished and may be had for $4 per month for each person.
Young ladies who desire to secure rooms in this cottage should
bring their cover and room linen.

The following is the record since 1905 :

New Dormitory fpr Men
A modern fireproof three-story brick dormitory for men
has just been completed. This is modern in every respect-steam
heat, electric lights, two windows to each room, two sets of shower
baths on each floor, and lockers and showers in the basement. It
contains 76 bedrooms, including several small apartments, with
private baths for teachers and their families. The architecture is
similar to that of the gir!s' dormitory.
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Loan Funds
1.

1s

5 . A fund of ~2..500.00, known as The Birmingham .Kews Revolving Funtl, rontributed by The Birmingham News.

Loan funds for assisting students are available as follows:
Alumni fund amounting to over $700.00 contributed by the
Alumni.
Fund of p2.000.00 contributed by hlr. and hfrs. C. B. Henry.
Fund of $50.00 contributed by Jesse Richardson ant1 \rife.
Fund of $109.00 contributed by the class of 1!)21-23.

C'la-> o i
C'I;:..
1,i

('I:!?.

,,i

1905-Set of lace curtains for the chapel.
1906-Three patent gasoline lamps.
1907-A stage chair for the president.
1909-A $30.00 set of books for the library and a
$10.00 set of shades and curtains.
1910-A table for reception room.
1913-Statue of David, height on pedestal six feet.
1914-Set
of books for library.
1915-Statues Victory and Minerva.
1917-Drop curtain for auditorium.
1!)18--0ne dollar each for swimming pool.
1!)1D--Porch furniture for dormitory.
1920-One dollar each for swimming pool.
1921-Painting for parlor.
1!)2:l-Flag pole.
l!J24-&ctric
clock.
l925-Loan scholarship.
l!l2(;-One dollar each to establish fund for electric
clock.
l!'?;--One dollar each on electric clock iund.
1!1.?.-.-];ntrance 10 ca",ljt1s,
i ! t ".., <--Statue
for fountaiii.

Excerpts from first State Teachers College Bulletin, 192930.
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The Jacksonville City School building which was acquired in 1929. This building later became the home of
the ROTC.

Bibb Graves Hall in the State Teachers College days.
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reason, soon thereafter I was relieved of administrative duties, being told I was a scholar, not
an administrator. ”

In 1957, Reuben Self became the first director of
the graduate program, a post he held until his retirement in 1966. James Reaves, one of his graduate
students and now vice president for academic affairs
became head of the Graduate School at that time.
As outstanding as her husband’s career was Jane
D. Self’s work at the high school. She taught
mathematics and various other subjects there and
was assistant principal and sponsor of the senior
class for many years. She also directed the girls’
physical education in the beginning years. The
library in the high school is named in her honor.
Reuben Self recently spoke with justifiable pride
of some of his graduate students, including Ronnie
Harris, head of the physical education department
at this university, and Ray Campbell, principal of
the Hokes Bluff High School in Etowah County.
Many of his former undergraduates are also quite
well known - Ernest Stone, Charles Boozer,
Reuben Boozer, Dan Henderson, Charles Nunn,
Johnny Long, Judy Miles Merritt, and Bill
McWhorter. The Self Cafeteria building, standing
on the northwest side of the campus, honors a professor whose students reflect his ability.
The tradition goes on. “Ambitious students
receive a quality education” at this institution.
At the time Leon McCluer came to the high school
as a teacher and principal in 1927, there were more
students in the senior class than in all of the other
classes of the high school combined. A high school
senior could in those years take a course in education in the Normal School while finishing his senior
year and then teach in any school in Alabama.
When the school reached the four-year level, McCluer was transferred to the college, where he first
taught education courses and later taught
geography for a number of years. He was also chairman of the department for several years before his
retirement.
The Algernon Sydney Sullivan Medallion hanging
on the wall in the McCluer home bears the words,
“for reaching out in helpfulness to his fellow men.”
This award was given to Leon McCluer when he
received his master’s degree at Peabody.
A fitting tribute to Professor and Mrs. McCluer is
the chapel bearing his name. Located on the north
side of the Leone Cole Auditorium, the chapel is a
lovely setting for interdenominational services and
weddings. On the 31st day of July, 1967, Leon
“Woody” McCluer, Jr., and Myrtle Turner of
Eastaboga were among the first student couples to
be married in the Leon McCluer Chapel.
The significant rock collections displayed in both
the Houston Cole Library and Martin Hall have
been donated by McCluer to the university where he
taught thirty-seven years before his retirement in
1964.

Professor Leon McCluer

J. Frank Glazner, who also taught geography during many of these years, was a 1909 Normal School
graduate with a Ph.D. from Peabody, and became a
member of the Normal School faculty in 1921. For
ten years he served as registrar while continuing to
teach his regular subject. A men’s dormitory,
Glazner Hall, was named for him in 1956, four years
prior to his death, and the J. Frank Glazner Scholarship Fund was also established.
A story is told about Glazner when he was
registrar of the college. He was nicknamed “Buck”
and was considered a rather difficult professor.
Once, while helping a young lady to register, he asked her what courses she would like to take.
“Anybody but Buck Glwner, ” the student
replied.
Many students remember other teachers of this
period.
Stella Huger, trained in art at Columbia University, joined the faculty in 1927. Not only did she teach
art to students, but also touched the rest of the campus community with her personality. David Walker,
who helped to landscape the grounds and planted
many of the trees that still shade the walks and
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saying the rocking chair in his office was a good way
to forget the race for space and relax from teaching
students the difference between neutrons and protons. In 1929 he began teaching with only an 1897
microscope as equipment. Dissecting a frog is often
traumatic for freshmen, but “Frog” Arnold had a
way with students. In 1936 he was made head of the
science department, and in 1954 he became chairman of the Division of Mathematics and Science. A
lecture room in Martin Hall is named for him.
In 1930, Loy W. Allison, with a new Ph.D. from
Peabody, came to the State Teachers College to
teach psychology. Many sharp minds soon comprehended the philosophical charm and wit in his
lectures. He believed in taking a cross-section of
students and bringing them all up on intelligence
and achievement scales with “thoroughness, firmness, and fairness.” During this period, Allison
recalls great progress:

buildings, learned to express his feeling for beauty
in art through her encouragement and instruction.
Walker took up painting when he was seventy-five,
and retired when he was eighty-nine years old. Roy
Treadaway, custodian of Bibb Graves Hall, also
learned to paint under the direction of Miss Huger.
At the time the college went back to a yearbook in
1947, a contest was held to select the name. The one
chosen honored the beautiful mimosa trees, obtained by President Daugette in Georgia, which lined
the quadrangle on the west side of Bibb Graves Hall
and on the north side of Daugette Hall, shading the
benches and the mixed flowers growing beneath the
trees.
Miss Huger, it is said, was appalled at naming the
yearbook for a Japanese plant. The mimosa trees, incidentally, later died from disease, but the yearbook
name, THE MIMOSA,remains.
The Paul J. Arnolds arrived in 1929. Arnold was a
professor of biology, and Sally Ford Arnold taught
French and education. Years before President John
F. Kennedy, Arnold was a rocking chair enthusiast,

No other teachers’ college had a faculty equal to
ours. An outstanding group of teachers was
assembled: Mock, Felgar, McLean, Hendrix,

Miss Stella Huger with art students. “Art, ” Miss Huger said, “enables a person to express himself more
fully than he can do with words. It gives a person a chance to express his deepest feelings, and furnishes the
satisfaction that comes with creative work. It teaches aperson to think and to analyze those thoughts in a way
that can never be accomplished through any other medium.”
67

The history of Jacksonville has been made richer
by the many families who moved to this college
town in order for their children to get a college
education. Some sold their homes and farms and
stayed: others went back home after their sons and
daughters were graduated. Some of them found jobs
or established businesses; others opened their
homes to boarding students or did sewing in their
homes. Some of these families were the Laminacks,
the Morgans, the Hamrics, the Lowerys, and the
Siberts.
Mrs. Mable Ashmore also brought her children to
Jacksonville, and President Daugette sent teachers
and students to her home to board. One of her
younger daughters, Catherine Ashmore Whitehead,
principal of the Johnston Elementary School in Anniston, has B.S. and M.S. degrees from Jacksonville
State University and recently was given an
honorary Doctor of Laws degree. The Nichols family
came to Jacksonville during this period, and their
daughter Bill was an outstanding basketball player.
The Waters family included a girl and three boys
who attended this college.
In spite of the hard times and the struggle for a
college education, many students met and married
at Jacksonville in the thirties. Among them were
Howard Camp and Eloise Morris, who came to the
State Teachers College in 1931. After their graduation they taught in the Sand Mountain area, and
celebrated their fiftieth anniversary with a trip to
Jacksonville on December 5, 1981. The romance of
Kitty Gunn and Ernest Stone also began at this
school, and they were married in 1934. The list is
long. Children and grandchildren of former students
continue to increase the enrollment and maintain
the family tradition of attending this university.
The first bachelor of science degrees in elementary
education were given in 1931, at the forty-seventh
annual commencement.
No bleachers had been built at the football field in
the 1930s, but spectators walked up and down the
sidelines to watch the games of the State Teachers
College Eagle Owls. The first “J”Club was organized in 1932 with Barto Hughes, captain of the football team and an all-round athlete, as the first president. Richard Waters was elected vice president,
and F. D. Reese, secretary and treasurer. The club
was composed of Coach Thomas B. Shotts and
twenty men who had earned their letters.
The annual report of President Daugette to the
state department of education for the year 1932-33
included this information:
I thought 1931-32 was a hard year but this past
one has been even worse. However, the law has been
complied with and every bill that the Teachers College at Jacksonville owed since October, 1932, has
been paid in cash. Our teachers received three
months’pay in money and three and one-half in warrants, which makes it extremely difficult for them to
carry on with good morale, but they are making a
brave and noble effort to do so with the hope that a

Dr. Loy W. Allison, psychology
193@1962

Calvert, Luttrell, Arnold, and others. Dr. Daugette
took advantage of the depression and turned it into
a plus for the school. I do not believe anybody today
could move a school upward in such a period of time
as he did.
Allison also mentions that one of his school
associates at that time “liked enemies, and if he
didn’t have any, he would go out and make one.”
Allison was head of &hepsychology department and
chairman of the Division of Education of Jacksonville State College when he retired in 1962. Jacksonville, where he has served both the town and the
university, is still home for this professor.
When Professor Bascom Mock retired on June 1,
1960, Dean Theron Montgomery said, “An institution is more indebted than words can express to
those individuals whose sense of intellectual integrit y and dedication to their job promotes an atmosphere for scholarship and appreciation for
truth. ”

These and many other outstanding professors
have come to Jacksonville, and a number have
stayed for the rest of their lives.
68

brighter day will dawn soon.. . . The school owed its
teachers for seven months’ work in 1932-33 for
which it has warrants to guarantee final payment.
Warrants will be issued for about three and a half
months for the total of ten and one-half months’
work this past year.

scaping. The college newspaper said, “David D.
Walker, hitched behind three teams of mules, landscaped much of the new campus.” These mules were
quartered at the farm and foodstuff had been grown
there to feed them.
The Great Depression of the 1930s was no doubt
an influence which helped the president in attracting teachers with impressive credentials from the
large universities to come to the Jacksonville State
Teachers College, scholars like William J. Calvert,
Jr., a Ph.D. from Harvard, who came to Jacksonville in September 1933. He was hired as an English
teacher in the department headed by Lance Hendrix, but also taught French for a year or two.
Calvert says he enjoyed working with many of the
teachers a t this time, among them Professors
Cayley, Mock, and Glazner.
Not only did young students find spouses in these
rolling hills, but also some of the young professors,
as well, for this dashing Harvard man and the

Although the depression was taking a heavy toll,
the president’s report stated that the Brookings
Report showed the cost of a college education at
Jacksonville was lower than that at any other state
institution and the growth in the ten-year period
from 1920-21 to 1930-31 was the greatest in the
state.
Also mentioned in the report was the construction
of tennis and volleyball courts and additional walks,
and a golf course was also being built with the help
of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation at no
cost to the college.
College mules had been used to pull the soil from
around Bibb Graves Hall and to do other land-

A faculty group. Dr. E. J. Landers, Dr. Robert P. Felgar, Sr., Mrs. Ramona Wood, Dr. J. F. Glazner, and
Coach J. W. Stephenson.
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Palmer Daugette and Elbert Morris in a scene
from “As You Like It. ”

The William and Palmer Calvert Amphitheater.
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charming daughter of President Daugette were to
marry and settle here.
Palmer Daugette Calvert, after graduating from
Jacksonville, attended Peabody, received an M.S.
degree from Louisiana State University and served
as head of the physical education department at
Auburn University before becoming a physical
education teacher at Jacksonville State Teachers
College in 1937. No doubt she inherited a love of
sports and exercise from her father. Later she
became head of the physical education department
at Jacksonville and remained in that position until
her retirement in 1971.
William Calvert, who was head of the English
Department for many years, became dean of the College of Arts and Sciences in 1969, retiring in 1972.
The amphitheater on the campus is named for the
Calverts.
Calvert tells a story involving one of his best
students, Charles “Pete” Mathews, a former
Alabama legislator, now serving his second term on
the board of trustees of the university.
Pete and a group of students were talking and did
not know their teacher was listening. Pete said, “I
haven’t had time to look at that assignment. I’ll just
have to give Dr. Calvert some ‘bull’ and get by with
it. ”
Of course the fun-loving teacher called on him
first. “Pete, have you read the poem?”
“Well, I think I did, ” answered Pete, and then he
proceeded to quote the whole long, romantic poem.
Ernest Stone also has a story to tell about another
student of the thirties, Wallace Rains, a brother of
former Congressman Albert Rains, who was in
Lance Hendrix’s English class.
Wallace turned in a theme titled “The Back
Forty.” His teacher returned the theme with the
notation, “It’s as good as it was when your brother
Albert wrote it several years ago.”
Charles M. “Doc” Gary came in 1934 to teach
science. Gary had A.B. and A.M. degrees from
Howard College (now Samford University, Birmingham) and had done some graduate work at the
University of Chicago. His students gave him the title, “Doc,” and he made history at Jacksonville
teaching chemistry and physics.
In addition to teaching, he was Forney Hall director for fourteen years. His “boys” number in the
thousands. Six of them are known to have named
their sons for this Southern gentleman.
After leaving the dormitory, he bought a house on
the site of the University Branch of the First National Bank and furnished it with antiques from his
Barbour County home. Gary’s beautifully landscaped place soon became truly a home, with
students rooming with him as he grew older and
retired in 1962. This house was later moved to
Eleventh Street and restored, and is now the home
of faculty members Thomas and Sylvia Malone.
Before his death in 1967, Gary gave the university
an antique silver punch bowl and other pieces,

SENIOR CLASS OFFICERS

........................... .President
...................... .Vice-president
............................ .Secretary
............................ .Treasurer

L. G. McPherson
Alvis A. Hamric
Ruth Burnhabn
Fred Burnham

CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES
Bachelor of Science Degree
May 25,1931

.................................
....................
.....................
..................
..........................
.........................

Lois Beck
.Talladega
Mrs. C. E. Bondurant
.Jacksonville
Mrs. A. E. Boyd
.Alexander City
Fred William Burnham
.Jacksonville
Ruth Burnham
.Jacksonville
Leamon P. Camp
.Albertville
Clatis Green ..................................
.Arab
Alvis A. Hamric .........................Jacksonville
N. W. Landers ...............................
.Attillla
Lucy Evelyn McGraw ..........................Vincent
L. G. McPherson ..........................
F o r t Payne
Tuft Porter ............................
.Jacksonville
Opal Powcll ................................
.Chavics
Susie Sargent ...........................
.Jacksonville
Mrs. Reuben Self .......................
.Jacksonville
Ollie Sewell .............................
Jac!tsonville
Carl Gordon Smith ..........................
.Gadsden
Marvin Clinton Thomasson .................Anditlusia
Clarence Vines ..............................
Bessemer
Postelle Currier Watts ....................Jacksonville
Cecil Weaver ................................... Arab
Mrs. Opal Miller Worthy ..................Jacksonville

--From Commencement Program
May 25, 1931

valued then at $10,000. This silver service is used on
formal occasions at the International House and at
other facilities on campus. The auditorium in Ayers
Science Hall is named for Doc Gary.
In 1934 Jacksonville State Teachers College
celebrated its fiftieth anniversary. An historical
pageant was presented by the students, former
Governor Thomas E. Kilby presided over a forum,
and all of the state officials and other college
presidents were invited. Thousands of people came,
probably the largest crowd ever before assembled at
the college. The pageant for the semicentennial
celebration emphasized the important steps in the
growth of the institution.
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was seasoned in true Southern style. Concession
stands were set up with soft drinks for sale to offset
some of the cost of the food, and enterprising
helpers turned the water off so the drink market
would flourish as the barbecue was served. Shelton
says plenty of meat was available, and the crowd
finally settled down to enjoy the lunch.
President Daugette’s portrait had been painted
secretly, and Shelton presented it to him as a surprise for the occasion.
In the semicentennial year, Alta Millican, dean of
the College of Library Science, Communications,
and Instructional Media, came as a student to the
State Teachers College. She signed notes with President Daugette to pay for her tuition and with Mrs.
Daugette for rent in the cottage behind the president’s home. She also worked in the library where
Ramona Wood and Annie Forney Daugette were
librarians. The National Youth Administration program paid fifteen cents an hour for her services.
At this time, the library was on the third floor of
Bibb Graves Hall over the entrance. In classrooms
in the building, Calvert taught English, Allison,
psychology, and Arnold, biology. Teachers did not
have offices and were provided only a very small
desk with a built-in wooden cabinet and glass doors

President Bruce R. Payne, of Peabody College,
Nashville, speaking on “The American Teachers
College,” said, “One of the greatest values in the
scholarly method of the teachers colleges accrues
from the fact that they are not satisfied to know that
the student knows only his subject. They must
know that he knows it and knows how to make other
people know i t . . . . The demonstration school, or
practice school, developed distinctly by the teachers
college, is the greatest achievement in public education. ”
The celebration did, however, prove a little disappointing in one detail for William Calvert and six of
his students who were in charge of a special project.
As the pageant was to be viewed from the grounds
of the campus, they had prepared a thousand
pinestraw-filled pillows for sale to the spectators.
None were sold. I t seems nobody objected to sitting
on the grass.
Another money-making venture created some
anxious moments. A. C. Shelton’s suggestion for
having an old-fashioned barbecue resulted in his
being placed in charged of securing the meat. He
went out to Iron City and bought twenty-five goats
and several young beef cattle from a Mr. Faulkner.
The cooking began the night before, and the meat

Charles M. “Doc” Gary and a group of students. Professor Gary is second from the left.
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The seal of the college was adopted in the 1930s.At the request of President Daugette, Grace Stevenson
McAbee did the original painting, now under glass at the Daugette home. When the photographer copied the
painting for this publication, the motif was located on the back of the painting. This crest continues as the official seal of Jacksonville State University.
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Many other longtime faculty and staff members
came to the State Teachers College in the thirties.
Geneva Stephens Pyron, a favorite with the
students, became assistant treasurer and financial
secretary in 1935 while Liston Crow was treasurer.
After thirty-five years - she had just finished a
semester’s work and everything was in order - she
died in the summer of 1970.
Carolyn West Andrews, a student assistant,
remembers her dedication: “She tried to help every
student in every way she could and wanted
everything accounted for before she carefully locked
the doors at night. She was never upset. Mrs. Pyron
had the unusual asset of collecting money with the
greatest of ease, and she was admired by students,
faculty, and staff.”
Maude Luttrell, with a master’s degree from
Howard College, came to teach English in 1935 and
left a lasting impression on her students. The college
newspaper of August 9, 1939, features her
photograph and the following statement:

in the corner of the classroom. Millican also
remembers that Calvert sometimes kept his class
wondering if they would have a teacher very long he liked to sit on the third-floor window ledge.
After teaching for a year at Valley Head,
Alabama, Alta Millican came back to Jacksonville
for her B.S. degree in 1937. Other of her experiences
at this institution include student teaching and
teaching American history a t one time. For five
years in the fifties she was the dormitory director of
Daugette Hall and freshman advisor. One freezing
night there was a bad fire in Daugette Hall, and
although director Millican got all of the girls out
unhurt, damage to the building was considerable.
Alta Millican has studied and taught in Nara,
Japan, as principal of the American Dependents
School with Nara University, at the University of
Alabama, Florida State University, Auburn University, Mercer University a t Macon, Georgia, and
State University of New York at Buffalo. Her doctorate in administration and supervision is from
Auburn University, and she has an M.A. degree
from Auburn and an M.S. from Florida State.
The term “information explosion” would describe
what has happened a t Jacksonville State University
since 1966, when Dean Millican returned to the
school. Her duties include writing proposals for
federal grants in many different areas and building
materials collections for every program for juniors
and seniors, as well as the graduate level. The
library contains nearly 397,000 bound volumes, as
well as some 68,500 microform book titles, 300 other
microforms, 9,200 titles in audiovisual materials,
and other library materials including more than
3,500 flat pictures, maps, and prints.
Dean Millican is a t the helm of the Houston Cole
Library, supported by a staff of twenty professional
librarians in teaching and service and ten clerical
people, and she still finds time to teach at graduate
level.

Miss Maude Luttrell, teacher of English, is noted
for her personal interest in J.S.T.C.students. She is
always ready to listen to a story of grief or to a
perplexing problem, then offer her advice. Miss Luttrell is also faculty advisor to the TEACOLA during
the summer quarter.

English classes in Miss Luttrell’s “jungle” - the
forest of growing plants that decorated her
classroom - were never dull. She would say, “You
are green, but it takes green things to grow. ” This
teacher was not above hurling an eraser at a student
who had misspelled “all right” or “separate,” and
she admonished, “If you are going to be a Baptist,
learn how to spell it.” Maude Luttrell retired in
1959, and a men’s dormitory was named in her
honor in 1962.
Another beloved teacher serving a total of twentyseven years was Douglass Olsen, who came in 1936,
left for a few years, and returned in the fifties. With
a B.A. degree from the University of Mississippi
and an M.A. from Columbia, she taught in the
education department and then in the English
department. She had worked toward a Ph.D. at
Washington University in St. Louis. Douglass
Olsen retired from teaching in 1970.
Horace Lee Stevenson came to teach in the high
school in 1936. From a pioneer family of the town,
he was an alumnus of the Jacksonville State
Teachers College and his M.A. degree was from the
University of Alabama. He taught and coached in
the high school and later became an associate professor of history in the university, retiring in 1972.
Stevenson’s interest in athletics began as a young
boy. His father, Macon Stevenson, was a great promoter of athletics for young people. He built a gymnasium and workshop in the backyard of their home
in Jacksonville, complete with stationary and swing
bars, swinging rings, tumbling mats, fencing sticks,
and dumbbells. Horace Lee and his brother, John

Miss Douglass Olsen and Dr. and Mrs. William J.
Calvert, Jr., in later years.
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A minute to go! Coach J. W. Stephenson and basketball players.
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James B. Kemp, a student during 1935-40, has
nothing but praise for Coach Steve.
“He was one of the greatest individuals I have
ever been around, ” retired Colonel Kemp said
recently.
Stephenson coached baseball, volleyball, basketball, and football. Kemp was a guard on the basketball team that won the second-place trophy in the
Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association meet
in Bowling Green, Kentucky, in 1939.
The ANNISTON
STARreported, “ I t was a surprise
to the other teams when Coach J. W. Stephenson
and his strong JSTC basketball team went into the
final round in the games. The games Jacksonville
won were not upsets but spoils due to a good team.”
After winning the first game, Coach Steve is
reported to have said, “Aye, Doggies, we were just
lucky. ”
Kemp, who was president of his senior class, was
elected to WHO’SWHO I N AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES
AND COLLEGES,
pitched on the baseball team, and
became a member of both the Glee Club and the
History Club. Kemp says that he could not have
gone to college the first year if he had not been able
to sign a note for $75 with Daugette. Several odd
jobs, such as digging postholes and planting trees,

Forney Stevenson, had instruction in boxing and
wrestling from local instructors and those of the Anniston Athletic Club; during World War I, they were
coached by the great Spike Webb in boxing.
Clarence Daugette Jr. recently recalled, “Macon
Stevenson helped m y father develop the first gymnasium for the university, which was on the third
floor of Hames Hall. Boys would go there at night to
work out and box. They had all kinds of equipment.”
Daugette also said that Macon Stevenson was the
first sports writer for the school and referred to the
“Jacksonville Fighting Gamecocks” as early as
1920.
Other teachers of long service should be
mentioned.
Although Coach Julian W. Stephenson began his
career in athletics at the Normal School in 1919, it
was not until 1927 that athletics made much headway. “Coach Steve” traditions made a distinctive
mark during the years of the State Teachers College.
“This man, who served as coach from 1919 to
1954,” the ANNISTONSTARreported on July 14,
1966, “. . . holding a B.S. from the University of
Alabama and M.S. from Columbia, coached every
type of athletics offered . . . His strong point,
however, was basketball.”
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Professor Dillon when he was teaching at Howard
College, was a teacher in the Jacksonville laboratory
schools for a number of years and still makes
Jacksonville her home.
In the thirties a dream came true. President
Daugette had long been interested in a hill a mile
from the old campus, toward the north and east.
Surrounded by mountains and overlooking the
town, it was the camp site selected by Gen. Joseph
W. Burke, a colonel in the tenth Ohio Regiment of
the Union Army, when he came through Jacksonville during the War Between the States. General
Burke had admired this site, thinking of his far-off
Ireland, and declared: “I am going to return here
after the war, buy this hill, build my home, bring my
Irish bride, and rear my family. ” This he did, and he
became a leading citizen of this area.
President Daugette’s dream came to fulfillment
with the building program of the thirties. A new
campus was established on the imposing site of the
Gen. Joseph W. Burke estate. In 1930 Bibb Graves
Hall was built on the hill surrounded by the
horseshoe of water oaks planted by General Burke.
The building cost approximately $300,000 and was
named for the late Bibb Graves, a former governor.
It was the main classroom and administration
building then: today it is the main administration
building of Jacksonville State University.
Still a favorite dormitory for women is Daugette
Hall, with a beautiful balcony that brings back
memories to former students when they visit the

enabled him to make a few more dollars during the
hard times.
Other students in the 1935 news were Cullen and
Erin Swafford of Gadsden. The freshman class
chose this brother and sister as the handsomest boy
and the prettiest girl in the freshman class.
Students may not have admired all of their professors, but many remember the special ones in this
and other periods of history.
James M. Anders, B.S., University of Alabama,
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Peabody, began
teaching history in the State Teachers College in
1937. Professor Anders had been head of the history
department and was chairman of the Division of
Social Sciences when he retired in 1968. Anders
Hall, commonly referred to as the “Round House,”
is named for him. This professor’s quiet and
unassuming manner made him a favorite teacher
with many students. James Marvin Anders died in
an automobile accident in 1970, and a memorial
scholarship has been established in his name.
Coach Chester C. Dillon also arrived on the campus in 1937 to teach physical education and coach
intramural sports. Dillon established the first
student-teacher program in physical education. A
native of Bloomington, Illinois, he was a prominent
athlete at the University of Illinois, where he
received his B.S. degree. He took his master’s work
at the University of Kentucky. Coach Dillon retired
from Jacksonville State University in 1962, and
died on October 11, 1972. Ruby Dillon, who married

This picture was taken by A. D. “GUS”Edwards when he was about twelve years old, from the south
porch of the Edwards home (now the west porch of the home of Mrs. Walter Lee). The Edwards home was
located on the site of the present International House. Barely visible on the far left is the north side of the
Burke home. In the center are its well house and the cottage that became the home of the International House
program in the second year. The barn is shown on the right.
Courtesy
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A. I). Edwards

campus. Built a little to the south and west of Bibb
Graves in 1930, Daugette Hall has been expanded
three times. This building was named for Clarence
W. Daugette, the dreamer and builder.
Hammond Hall, located directly south of Bibb
Graves Hall, present home of the art department,
was built in the mid-thirties. The building was
named for J. D. Hammond, the Alabama legislator
who was instrumental in getting the State Normal
School for Jacksonville. Mr. Hammond died in 1919.
This building was used originally for social functions and for the school dining room, student
lounge, and supply store. A central heating plant
was also built during this period. By 1937, the college owned 115 acres of campus and property valued
a t over $1 million.
In 1939 three additional buildings lifted the campus to almost Ivy League beauty. The library,
housing 50,000 volumes, was built with the cooperation of the Public Works Administration. This
building is now the Wood Education Building. The
new J. W. Stephenson Gymnasium boasted a
basketball court comparable to any in the state.
Abercrombie Hall was the first light-housekeeping
facility provided for students. John W. Abercrombie, for whom it was named, had served on the state
board of education for a number of years and later
became president of the University of Alabama.
President Houston Cole and his family lived for a
time in this dormitory, as there was then no home
for the president on campus. The apartment dormitory had suites of two bedrooms with a kitchen
between.
Many of the trees planted by General Burke still
stand. Much of the artistic landscaping for the first

Edna Neighbors Hendrix, school dietitian for
many years.

A group of students enjoying the terrace at Daugette Hall.
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The Ramona Wood Library, built in 1939 with the cooperation of the PWA, housed 50,000books. The
building has been remodeled and is now the Wood Education Building.

The J. W. Stephenson Gymnasium. This health and physical education building was built in 1939 and contained a basketball court comparable to any in the state.
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Abercrombie Hall. The first apartment dormitory.

Company H, 167th Infantry, Alabama National Guard. C. W. Daugette, Jr., Captain.
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ment of the school and the town of Jacksonville,
publicity for this institution became more professional in coverage and wider in scope in 1939, when
Clifford Sharpe Coffee, a professional staff member,
was added.
of August 9, 1939, contains the
The TEACOLA
following news item:

ten years of the new campus was done by Mary C.
Forney, mentioned earlier as a graduate and teacher
of the Normal School. After forty years of teaching
at the college, she died in the summer of 1939. The
TEACOLAreported. “The new college, balanced
among the aged oaks, has the dignity and beauty
that come only through old age.”
Malcolm Street, a junior in the college in 1938,
had become a radio announcer with Station WJBY
in Gadsden. Before his graduation the next year, he
had become associated with WHMA radio station in
Anniston. For almost half a century, Street has actively supported his alma mater. This professional
news broadcaster and leading businessman has
covered over WHMA television and radio the
highlights of Jacksonville State University’s
history and practically all of its sports events all
over the country. “The Voice of the Gamecocks” is
synonymous with Jacksonville’s athletics.
Although the school catalogues, newspapers, and
yearbooks prior to 1939 reflect interesting events
and personalities, as well as the historical develop-

Dr. Daugette announced this week that he had appointed Mrs. R. K. Coffee to handle the college
publicity. Mrs. Coffee has taught piano in the high
school during the past year and has been associated
with her husband, R. K. Coffee, in the editing of the
JACKSONVILLE
NEWS. A native of Hartselle,

she received her education in the schools of
that city and Athens College.
For twenty-nine years, Mrs. Coffee wrote and
published the news of the school and its growth to
university status. From 1939 until 1968, she sent
news articles to hometown newspapers giving proud
parents more than the sometimes-limited correspondence with their sons and daughters. As
NEWS,she made extended efeditor of the ALUMNI

I t is not exactly croquet they are playing - it is roque, a much faster French version that requires more
skill than the ordinary variety. This game combines the shooting skills of go16 the positional maneuver of
billiards, and the strategic cunning of chess. Dr. C. W . Daugette is on the left and Dean C. R. Wood on the
right. Both were excellent tennis players, and turned to roque when tennis became too strenuous.
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forts to extol the world-wide achievements of
Jacksonville State College alumni. Dozens of her
scrapbooks are preserved in the Houston Cole
Library and contain important historical details of
the school not to be found elsewhere. She still contributes her talents to the town of Jacksonville and
to alumni and friends of the university.
The first scrapbook begins with news of 104
graduates in September, 1939-all of whom had
found jobs scattered through twenty-four counties
of the state-and news of Coach Dillon’s Eagle Owls
in football, together with the announcement that
several hundred new volumes had been added to the
shelves of the new library. One book was FORTY
ACRESAND STEEL MULES,written by an alumnus
of this college, Clarence Nixon, then a teacher of
history a t the University of Missouri.
Headlines also announced classes for the new
JSTC flight school, open to twenty students. Dean
Wood was in charge of the added course, and the
school had the use of two 1939 Piper Cubs as flying
equipment. Flying instruction was given at the Anniston Airport with Gordon Pierce of Gadsden as
the head instructor.
On October 26,1939, the BIRMINGHAM
NEWScarried a special news item from Jacksonville:
The first woman applicant for a course in the Civil
Aeronautical Unit at the Jacksonville State
Teachers College was Jane Felgar, daughter of Dr.
and Mrs. R. P. Felgar. Helen Barnes Wilson, of Piedmont, is the other woman applicant. . . Ten percent
of the quota can be women students.

.

Later articles indicate that Jane Felgar made her
first solo flight in February of 1940.
Women were also making news in a more traditional manner. A small group of faculty wives began
meeting on the lawns of the various members’
homes, bringing knitting, crocheting, and needlepoint to work on as they talked. Mrs. Reuben Self
recalls some of the first members as Mrs. J. W.
Stephenson, Mrs. Horace Lee Stevenson, Mrs. C. C.
Dillon, Mrs. Charles Cayley, Mrs. E. J. Landers,
Mrs. P. J. Arnold, Mrs. J. G. Austin, and Mrs. Loy
Allison. As the numbers grew, the meetings became
more formal. Meetings were held in the Recreation
Center and various places on the college campus,
and a t the Faculty Club when it was opened. The
Faculty Women’s Club is now a large active group,
sponsoring social events and a shopping trip to
Atlanta in December of each year.
The 1939 newspapers reported that Dr. John F.
Rowan had died a t eighty-one years of age: “For the
pa@ thirty years Dr. Rowan had served as physician
for the State Teachers College and the Profile Mill
. . . . He was regarded as one of the best doctors in
this part of the country.” The Rowan family were
among the first settlers of Jacksonville.
Carrie Peques Rowan, the wife of Dr. Rowan,
became hostess at Daugette Hall in 1940, succeeding Ada Pitts. Her love of animals caused her a
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serious injury once when she intervened in a fight
between two of her adopted dogs. But her broken
kneecap healed, and she continued her “maternity
ward” for the stray cats and dogs, and provided
food for the campus birds as well. This charming
woman was loved by the students and was always
on the side of romance. No student in her dormitory,
she was certain, could possibly be guilty of any
wrongdoing. A dormitory for women is named in her
honor.
An historic December seventh came in 1940 when
the college and the people of the town united in a
farewell program for the National Guard unit.
Reports indicate that more than a thousand
students and townspeople were present to bid
Godspeed to the men of Company H, made up mainly of students and former students of the college,
with Captain C. W. Daugette, Jr., as leader of the
company. Other officers were Edwin Morgan, first
lieutenant, and James Kemp and Ray S. Sibert, second lieutenants. There were musical salutes from
the orchestra, and the president and several professors gave farewell messages to the 119 Jacksonville men as they left for camp.
All was not war news and defense training,
however. In an article in the GADSDENTIMESon
June 3, 1941, Ted York records what he called
“perhaps the greatest episode of man takes wife
ever witnessed in this section.” As the seniors
marched in the fifty-seventh annual graduation procession, Lieutenant Bartley s. Hodges, Jr., formerly
of Gadsden, rushed up and rather amorously seized
Ruth Stockdale, a graduating senior from
Childersburg, Alabama. Nearby in a trailer, the
Reverend A. C. Summers, a Presbyterian minister,
was waiting to perform the marriage ceremony.
The account continued, “A minute or so later they
were man and wife. The surprised bride still carried
her diploma as she examined her wedding ring.
Hodges and his bride drave away leaving a
somewhat bewildered throng of spectators.”
Another well-known and recently graduated couple became engaged that year, Christine Glass of
Anniston and J. Lamar Triplett of Gadsden. Miss
Glass had been chosen for WHO’S WHO I N
AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES and was
a teacher in the Gadsden city schools. Triplett, who
was president of his senior class and had conducted
his own dance orchestra during college days, was
band director a t Emma Sansom High School in
Gadsden.
Many other outstanding students were mentioned
in the news during this period: Clay Brittain, Constance Mock, Opal Tucker, Lee Honea, Fred
Bramlett, and Ben Kirk, Jr. Articles were also written about Jack Dempsey, Monta Jones, Burney
Bishop, and Margaret Dishman.
And Professor William Calvert wrote and produced the play, “This Thing Called War.” Members of
the cast were Lee Honea, Piedmont; Herman

Prickett, Ashville; Robert Cox, Guntersville; and
Mrs. A. C. Shelton, Jacksonville.
Another story announced that Henry Lee Greer,
class of 1939, after two successful years as football
coach, had become one of the youngest high school
principals in the state, as head of the eighteenteacher high school at Millersville in Clay County,
Alabama.
As the 1939-42 scrapbook recorded, the publications of the school and the newspapers of the town
and state indicated that the college had developed
from a small normal school into one of the foremost
teachers colleges in the state. Not only had the
buildings mushroomed, but the faculty and curriculum had also expanded. This scrapbook ends
with the news that President Clarence William
Daugette had died on August 9, 1942.
When the war in Europe reached the United
States, Alabama colleges sent out a powerful and
patriotic student contingent to the military forces.
Enrollment, of course, went down, and the schools,
as did the rest of the country, buckled down in
readiness to aid the war effort.
One of the last plans of Dr. Daugette was to
dedicate a service flag to the Jacksonville alumni in
the armed services. The flag, with a blue star for
each man in service who had attended the college
and a gold star for each who had died in service, was
to be unveiled the next spring. Three hundred or

President C. W. Daugette making plans in his office in Bibb Graves Hall.

more names on the flag symbolized by blue stars included two of the president’s sons, Lieutenant Colonel Clarence W. Daugette, Jr., and Sergeant Rankin M. Daugette.

On December 7,1940, Co. H of the Alabama National Guard left for camp. With Captain C. W. Daugette,
Jr., and Lieutenants Edwin Morgan, James Kemp and Ray S. Sibert were 119 Jacksonville men. All but six of
these men became officers. Six of the company were killed in action.
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Houston Cole
1942-1971
When the new president of Jacksonville State
Teachers College was introduced to his first
assembly of freshmen on September 7, 1942,
Houston Cole spoke to the group as “fellow
freshmen. ”
The ANNISTON
STAR reported further that he emphasized the point made by Abraham Lincoln, “I
shall prepare myself, and someday my chance will
come.” The citizens of Jacksonville welcomed President and Mrs. Cole and their daughter Beth with a
reception at the Recreation Center. The freshman
president was prepared for his task, and continued
progress of this educational center was inevitable.
After twenty-eight years, Houston Cole retired as
president of one of the largest universities in
Alabama on December 31, 1970.
The son of Pollyanna and John Cole was born on a
farm on Lookout Mountain in DeKalb County,
Alabama. After graduation as valedictorian of his
class at the DeKalb County High School in 1922,
Houston Cole entered the State Normal School at
Jacksonville. He received a two-year certificate and
continued his education at the University o f
Alabama With a bachelor of science degree in the
fall of 1926, he became superintendent of schools at
Guntersville. After receiving his master’s degree
from the University of Alabama, he studied at Columbia University. Along the way, Cole was elected
to membership in Phi Beta Kappa, Phi Delta Kappa,
and Kappa Delta Pi fraternities. Both of the
Alabama universities of his choice have honored
President Cole. He holds two honorary degrees, an
LL.D. from the University of Alabama and an
Litt.D. from Jacksonville State University.
A s a civic leader and educator, Cole has received
recognition and many awards. I n 1939, he was
elected District Governor of Rotary International,
and he has served as president of both the
Tuscaloosa and Anniston Rotary Clubs. He was
chosen as Man of the Year in 1942 by the ALABAMA
MAGAZINEand by the ANNISTON
STAR in 1966.His
home county, DeKalb, honored him in 1975 as “one
born and reared in our county who has gone forth to
reach high levels of achievement. ”
Ten years as principal of the Tuscaloosa County
High School, three years as superintendent of
schools in Tuscaloosa, and a stint as assistant to
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President Richard Clarke Foster at the University
o f Alabama in 1939 provided additional experience
in the education field. Cole’s administrative ability
had been proven further by his directorship of
Civilian Defense and the Office of Price Administration for the State of Alabama in the early years of
World War II.
This Alabama farm boy became interested in
public speaking in grammar school, and today the
voice of DeKalb County’s “Patrick Henry” is
familiar over the state and region. I n demand at
church and civic groups, Houston Cole, president
emeritus of Jacksonville State University, enjoys
speaking and traveling over the state.
The Calhoun and Morgan debates while he was a
student at the State Normal School, Cole has said,
sharpened his wits. About one debate, he said, he
and John Howze from Flat Rock were on the
Morgan side and had the affirmative on the question, “Should we give World War I veterans a pension? ” Frank Harwell, who later became superintendent of education in Talladega, and Andy Moore, a
veteran of World War I and older than the others,
were on the Calhoun side. Cole had not acquired his
reputation as an orator then, and Andy Moore
argued that Howze was the better speaker and
should speak first. President Daugette disagreed
with Moore, and this gave Houston Cole inspiration
for the best speech he ever made. And the Morgans
won.
A s speaker, teacher, and historian, Cole believed
the students at this college should be exposed to
some of the country’s best talent. Outstanding p e r
sonalities were invited to speak on the campus, including four Presidential candidates - Senators
Barry Goldwater, Edmund Muskie, and Henry
Jackson and Governor George C. Wallace. Others
were French Ambassador Henri Bonnet, Drew Pear
son,Pauline Frederick, and Charles Laughton. A m y
Vanderbilt, Pearl Buck, Margaret Chase Smith,
Dorothy Thompson, and others made appearances
at the college. This provided an extra dimension to
the educational experiences for students at this
school.
Many “firsts” have been credited to President
Houston Cole. Two big steps upward were expanding from the Jacksonville State Teachers College to

the Jacksonville State College in 1957, and then to
the Jacksonville State University in 1966. Other
firsts were the development of the Student Government Association, the ROTC program, the student
center, the football stadium, the Teacher Hall of
Fame, the nursing school, and the police academy.
Rapidly increasing enrollment necessitated additional faculty members and changes in curriculum.
This president has pointed out that he was ably
assisted on the academic side by Deans C. R. Wood
and Theron E. Montgomery, Jr.
The campus grew and new buildings seemed to appear overnight. A home for the president, an
auditorium, another cafeteria, two science buildings,
seven dormitories for men, five dormitories for
women and two annexes to women's dormitories, a
music hall, a cottage for home management, the International House, the business administration
building, the law enforcement building, the nursing
school, and a new library were all built or begun
under this administration. The value of the physical
plant increased by $35 million in terms of 1970
values.
While fllanning and building and making
speeches, President Cole also added writing and
television appearances to his busy schedule. On a
regular program, "What's Your Problem?'' he matched wits superbly with two Birmingham ministers,
Dale LeCount, a Presbyterian, and Edwin Kimbrough, a Methodist, as well as other guests. The
panel answered some profound questions and a few
on the light side, and occasionally the entertainment
outweighed the advice. Nevertheless, thousands of

viewers discovered Jacksonville State University
through the talented performances of its president.
Being lefthanded might have been an advantage
in high school baseball and in roque with some of the
town's leading citizens, but Cole's lefthanded penmanship would not measure up to the quality of his
writing. H e has admitted his first ambition was to
be a newspaperman, and even his early efforts did
not require editing. H e has contributed articles to
SOCIALSTUDIES
MAGAZINE,the NATIONALEDUCATION JOURNAL,and other publications, and he is a
columnist for the ALABAMA
CHRISTIANADVOCATE.
The life of Houston Cole has been enriched, and
the university has benefited, from the presence of
two first ladies during his administration.
Houston Cole and Leone Pruett, of B o a , met and
married while both were attending the State Normal
School. They returned to Jacksonville when he
became president in 1942. Leone Cole entered into
the campus life and helped to plan the president's
home but did not live there before her death. She
died in August of 1949.
Houston Cole and Martha Bellenger Graves of
Gadsden were married in 1952. Martha Cole has
served as a gracious hostess and has contributed to
the social life of the town and many activities on the
campus.
From a farm on Lookout Mountain to the hills of
Jacksonville, Cole has traveled far. The twelve-story
Houston Cole Library at Jacksonville State University beckons visitors and students from several
miles away and stands tall, as does the man whose
name the building bears.

The president's hQme was built near the driveway entrance to the administration building in 1949.President Cole was the first occupant. The building cost about $40,000.(a new driveway andportico have been added since the above photograph was taken.)
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Leone Pruett Cole
Leone Pruett Cole, a native of Boaz, Alabama, and
a graduate of the Jacksonville State Normal School
and the University of Alabama, planned the president’s home that was constructed in 1949, but died
one month before the completion of this building.
An editorial in the ANNISTON
STAR referred to her
as “the ideal college president’s wife.” The Leone
Cole Auditorium at Jacksonville State University,
the Jacksonville Book Club’s Leone Cole Memorial
Scholarship, and the Leone Cole Home Economics
Club are all named in her honor.
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Martha Bellenger Cole
Martha Bellenger Cole presided over the president's mansion from 1952 to 1971. The warmth of
her personality and constant thoughtfulness of
others have endeared her to all with whom she
comes in contact. With sincerity and grace, Martha
Cole supports the university's activities, and her
contributions to the school and town are many.
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Houston Cole Library
f n the main lobby o f the Houston Cole Library are these words, penned by Dean Lawrence R. Miles:
Come, friend, seek herein the mind o f man,
the product of his toil, the stirring of
his spirit, the beauty of his love, the
culmination of his dreams. Look deep into
this mirror and find thy true self.
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CHAPTER FIVE

Later Years of the Teachers College From 1942 to 1957
story of one of President Cole’s “firsts,” the election
of the Student Council. The newspaper had previously stated the election rules, which provided for a
written ballot, and each candidate had a campaign
manager and a platform. Maude Luttrell advised
them and monitored the integrity of the election.
The first Student Government Association president was Clay Brittain, a junior from Alexandria
who had to resign as editor of the TEACOLA
and
president of the YMCA to accept the position. Other
officers were Henrietta Sharpe, a senior from
Brighton, vice president; Mabel Duran of Guntersville, secretary; and Frances Weaver of Jacksonville, treasurer.
Soon after taking office, President Cole joined
with the civic organizations of Jacksonville in sponsoring a series of war discussions. Representatives
from all groups met with Cole, and plans were made
to invite outstanding speakers at two-week intervals. The meetings were free to the students and the
public and were held at the community recreation
center.
The “Town Meeting for War” series continued until 1943 when the forum name was changed to
“Town Meeting for Peace.” Speakers included
Oscar Straus, Jr., John Temple Graves 111, Congressman Sam Hobbs, H. G. Dowling, E. B. Norton,
Congressman Joe Starnes, Mrs. H. D. Warner, Colonel Harry M. Ayers, Lieutenant Governor L. H.
“Handy” Ellis, and Albert Rains, then Etowah
County representative in the Alabama Legislature.
During the war years, the student newspaper
printed letters from the young men in service all
over the world, written to their families, their school
friends, and their professors.
The November 18, 1942,issue of the TEACOLA
included the following letter:

On September 7, 1942, after resigning as the
Alabama Director of the Office of Price Administration, Houston Cole, the new president of Jacksonville State Teachers College, came back home to the
scene of the Morgan and Calhoun debates, where he
had begun his college career. Marking a new era for
the college, he now faced the multiple problems and
responsibilities of training young people in wartime.
Governor Frank M. Dixon, president of the State
Board of Education, Superintendent A. H. Collins,
secretary of the board, and other members of that
group had faced the problem of finding the successor to President C. W. Daugette. Members of the
board were M. A. Rogers, Mobile; W. D. Barton,
Montgomery; N. D. Denson, Opelika; Harry M.
Ayers, Anniston; Joe Starnes, Guntersville; L. H.
Ellis, Columbiana; Dr. J. S. Wittmeier, Oneonta;
A.H. Carmichael, Tuscumbia; and Donald Comer,
Birmingham.
As the newspapers reported, the mantle had fallen
on the “young, dynamic, and energetic Houston
Cole.” Houston Cole probably understood the traditions, problems, and conditions of the Jacksonville
State Teachers College as few other people did, said
the editorials, predicting that the college could
reach great heights under his administration.
The college newspaper TEACOLA
announced upon
the opening of the sixtieth session of the State
Teachers College: “JSTC Has Place in War Effort
President Cole New Prexy Leaves OPA Post to
Train Youth for Victory.” The new president was
quoted thus: “This is the first total war in the
history of the world. If we are to triumph in victory,
every aspect of our social and economic order must
be marshaled to strengthen the nation . . . . The
schools must take their place in this crisis. They
must train teachers who in turn will train the youth
of the country to see and appreciate the problems we
are facing. ”
The student newspaper also reminded students of
their responsibilities: “Going to college is not the
lark it once was, and competition will be keener,
girls. We’ve got a war to win and it is going to take
the combined effort of all boys and girls, men and
women to do it.”
The TEACOLA,
dated October 21,1942,carried the

A/C John R. Stewart
43rd Pilot Squadron
S.A.A.A.B
Santa Ana, California

.

Dear Dr. Wood:
I have been intending to write to you for several
weeks, but we boys are being kept fairly busy with
our duties, and now that I have a few spare minutes,
I want to express my gratitude for the assistance
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ceeded C. W. Daugette, Jr., who was in military service, as president of the Alumni Association. (A little later Stone enlisted in the United States Navy,
along with a number of his students.) Paul Jones,
principal of the Brookwood High School, Birmingham, was elected vice president. The secretary
was Mildred Marona of Gadsden, and John Taff of
Bessemer, the treasurer.
The Jacksonville Breakfast, held annually in
Birmingham hotels and during the last years at the
Tutwiler Hotel, was a highlight for Jacksonville
alumni, teachers, and friends until 1965. Usually the
Governor and always other prominent officials from
over the state attended the event. The “state of the
union” message was presented each year, and Deans
Larry Miles, Reuben Self, and other college people
would put on productions worthy of Hollywood.
The service flag, planned by President Daugette,
was dedicated to the State Teachers College alumni
in military service on May 31, 1943, with Lt. Col.
C.W. Daugette, Jr., presiding. President Cole presented the flag, and Miss Ada Curtiss was pianist
for the occasion.
Breaking the all-male tradition, the Morgan
speakers in 1943 were Edna Bailey and Mary Rivers

you have given me in the recommendation for my
degree. I am sure that it is going to be of valuable
assistance to me in my duties, and I sincerely thank
you.
I am now on the Pacific coast after five weeks a t
the Classification Center in Nashville. I have been
selected as a pilot, and I am now in pre-flight school.
California is really a beautiful state; so is the entire west. The climate is ideal, and the sun has been
shining every day since I have been here.
The courses which I am taking are not too hard,
but the physical side, such as calisthenics, roadwork, obstacle course, etc., is rather trying a t times,
but physical condition seems to be one of the most
important factors in pilot training.
Please give my regards to Mrs. Wood, and tell her
that I am sorry I could not work for her longer, but
now I have a much more important task a t hand.
Sincerely yours,
John R. Stewart

The school had always made an effort to keep up
with former students and graduates, and the Alumni Association met annually at the Jacksonville
Breakfast during the Alabama Education Association meeting in Birmingham. In 1943 Ernest Stone,
then principal of the Crossville High School, suc-

The first Student Government Association, 1942. Clay Brittain, president; Henrietta Sharpe, vicepresident; Mabel Duran, secretary; and Frances Weaver, treasurer, were the first officers.
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Huntingdon College with additional business training in Birmingham, she became head of the commercial department. The future Business Leaders of
America chapter in Jacksonville owes its beginning
to her, and she was also a Civil Air Patrol pilot and
commander. The commercial courses to prepare
students for teaching and business were expanded
from year to year.
The 1944-45 bulletin of the State Teachers College
lists the following departments: Business Education (intensive training in secretarial science was
also provided for those students wishing to qualify
as quickly as possible for service in defense programs), Education (elementary and secondary),
English (including library science for students
wishing to become teacher-librarians in high
schools),Foreign Languages (courses in elementary
and advanced French and elementary and intermediate Spanish), Geography, Health and Physical

of Jacksonville and Wynelle Riddle of Ashland,
Alabama. Rather than flower girls, they chose
escorts Thomas Irvin, Homer Cole, and John
Deason. Prior to this debate, Christine Glass had
been the first girl speaker, but this year all girls
made up the team.
The Calhoun team, Waymon Strother, Bill Hamilton, and Charles Johnson, were inspired by flower
girls Marion Coffee, Louise Bonino, and Mary
Elizabeth McCluer. The subject, “Resolved: That
the United States Should Have a War Manpower
Board Empowered to Control Wages, Hours, Placement and Distribution,” was of national interest.
The Calhoun team, on the affirmative side, won.
These were hard-fought contests, and this time winning outweighed chivalry.
Lucille Branscomb, who had been secretary to
Houston Cole while he was OPA director, came to
Jacksonville to teach in 1943. An honor graduate of

Presentation of Alabama State Aviation Education Trophy. Left to right: Mr. Frank Brewer, Mrs. Frank
Parker, Major Lucille Branscomb, Dr. Leslie Bryant.
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A Jacksonville Breakfast during A E A at the Tutwiler Hotel in Birmingham, Alabama.

Tea on the terrace at Bibb Graves Hall.
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Education (including activity courses, team sports,
and folk and ballroom dancing), History and other
Social Studies, Mathematics, Psychology, School
and Applied Arts, and Science.
The bulletin stated further:

was $69, and in Weatherly Hall, $60; an apartment
dormitory, including kitchenette and utilities, was
$21 a quarter. The matriculation fee was $5.75, the
incidental fee $1.50 per quarter hour, textbooks $10
to $15 per year, and total estimated costs for nine
months amounted to $265 to $300.
In 1944 the town and college suffered much
damage from a tornado that carried away roofs from
buildings, including that of the Daugette home. Profile Mill and buildings on the old campus were in the
path of the storm that ended a t Chimney Peak.
Through storms and war strife, the women students kept the school activities under way. Student
Government Association officers that year were
Katherine Killebrew, president; Mary McWhorter,
vice president; Katherine Barker, secretary; and
Kathryn Painter, treasurer. Professor Felgar was
advisor. Nell Stockdale was editor of the TEACOLA.
And social life continued even if the students were
predominantly feminine. The Big-Little Sister program was inaugurated in the summer of 1944. Big
sisters helped little sisters get settled in their
rooms, and get-acquainted parties were held to
lessen the homesickness of the freshmen. Social

The college not only prepares teachers for elementary and high schools, but also provides two years of
training which serves as a background for such professions as law, medicine, engineering, dentistry,
home economics, and agriculture. About threefourths of the curriculum is devoted to academic or
subject matter courses in the field of English,
science, foreign languages, social sciences,
mathematics, psychology, geography, and business
education . . . About twenty-fivepercent of the curriculum is made up of professional subjects in the
field of education, including both elementary and
secondary.

.

There were fifty faculty members, some with a
dual role in administration. The summer school had
become of coordinate rank and value with the other
quarters, and the extension division was important
in the field.
Room and board in Daugette Hall for one quarter

The TEACOLAstaff in 1945. Left to right: M. L. Roberts, Gladys Hand, Mary Cobb, Mary Katherine
Baker, Hugh Morris, Jackie Cobb, Betty Fitzgerald, Opal Rufus Lovett, Louise Waters, Ruby Edge.
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Edna Bailey and Sara Nell Stockdale, roommates
and editors of the TEACOLAin 1945. “Stockie ”jitterbugged and Edna stuck to smooth, slow dancing.

The cast o f “H.M.S. Pinafore” takes its third curtain call. A play at the recreation center in town in the
late 1940s.
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graces were emphasized in “Tea Time Chats” held
in the lounge of Bibb Graves Hall, where the wife of
the president and faculty members were invited to
talk informally with the girls over a cup of tea from
four to five o’clock in the afternoons. Servicemen on
leave and at Fort McClellan, however, helped to
keep the State Teachers College coeducational
socially. Jacksonville beauties seemed always to
have available handsome escorts for the formal
dances and other events at the school.
Euclid Rains, a blind student at the college,
received his B.S. degree in April 1944. The BIRMINGHAM NEWS mentioned that he had gone from
first grade through college in thirteen years. He majored in social studies and planned to begin work on
a master’s degree at the University of North
Carolina. The article continued, “He goes everywhere alone, swims, collects Indian relics and symphonic records, and carves and sculpts as a hobby.”
Rains is now serving in the Alabama Legislature.
Preceding the graduation exercises on June 2,
1944, an oil portrait of the late president, Clarence
William Daugette, was presented to the college by
Mrs. Daugette. This portrait by Lewis Gregg, an
outstanding artist from Atlanta, still hangs in the
president’s office.
The news of this year included a notice that
Ernest Stone had been appointed superintendent of

President Houston Cole and Mr. John Duncan
looking over building plans.

the Jacksonville city schools and Katharine G.
Stone had become supervisor in the elementary
laboratory school. Service in the United States
Navy, however, prevented Stone from beginning his
position until later.
John Duncan was appointed engineer and custodian of buildings in 1944. Duncan had worked on

A Jacksonville U S 0 dance during the World War 11 years.
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construction on the campus from 1924 to 1928,
when he left to do contract work, but he returned to
the school in 1934 and was employed here until his
retirement in 1973. Although not one of the most
imposing buildings, the John Duncan Shop is probably one of the most important additions to the
Jacksonville campus. President Cole said of Duncan: “John Duncan served as supervisor of
buildings and grounds at Jacksonville State University for a period of approximately three decades. He
was a man of high moral principles and dedicated in
the service of the institution. Under his supervision,
several buildings were constructed on the campus. ”
The 1944 alumni officers were J. E. Wright,
superintendent of the Talladega City Schools, president; D. P. Gulp, superintendent of Chilton County
Schools, vice president; and Jane D. Self, of the college faculty, secretary-treasurer.
Walter A. Mason came to head the fine arts
department in 1945. Mason, a native of New York
and a graduate of State Teachers College, Fredonia,
New York, who held a master’s degree from Northwestern School of Music in Evanston, Illinois, and
had studied at Columbia University, the Chicago
Conservatory, and Peabody, played the organ,
piano, clarinet, and violin. The fine arts department
was composed of music, drawing, dramatics, and

Mr. Walter A. Mason came to head the fine arts
department in 1945. He played the organ, piano,
clarinet, and violin.

A group of the faculty with President Cole. Front row: Maude Luttrell, Margaret Stapp, Pauline Webb,
(unidentified),Dr. Charles Cayley, (unidentified), Estelle Smith, Ramona Wood, President Houston Cole, C. C.
Dillon, Dr. Reuben Self; A d a Curtiss, Clifford Coffee. Second row: Dr. Loy W. Allison. Third row: Dr. Frank
Glazner, Dr. H. B. Mock, Dr. Robert Felgar, Dr. J. H. Jones, Mrs. J. H. Jones, Dr. W. J. Calvert, Lucille
Branscomb, Dr. C. R. Wood, Walter Mason.
Photograph by Lance Johnson Studio
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New students were taxing the dormitory facilities. A federal grant of $32,000 made it possible for
the physical education building to be completed,
and a $30,000 highway project had been finished in
the form of a circular driveway around the new campus. A local chapter of Kappa Delta Pi, an honorary
education fraternity, had been organized. The Student Government Association had marked a step
forward under the 1945-46 officers - Mary
Katherine Barker, president; Dorothy E. Reeves,
vice president; Nan Davis, secretary; and M. L.
Roberts, treasurer.
In 1945, while changes were under way at the college to meet the demands of wartime, the nation
faced the death of President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
and victory in Europe and then in Japan brought
the longed-for peace. The school administrators then
faced post-war problems and planning for improvements which had been restricted because of
the priorities of the war.
A newspaper headline in February 1946, “100
War Veterans and Wives Attending JSTC,” understated the return of veterans to the college. Arrangements were made to house a thousand male
students at Fort McClellan, trailers were brought in,
and cottages and two-story apartments were constructed hastily to help take care of these veteranstudents and their families.
The veterans soon organized a club which was the
largest organization on the campus. Aaron Hand of
Heflin, Alabama, was unopposed for president.
Scott Little of Centre was elected secretary and Sam
Morris of Hazel Green, treasurer. “Trailer City”
elected a mayor and other officers. Hardships were
endured, but all agreed that college life was better
than the war for the veterans and their wives and
children. Most of the veterans were serious
students.
Many of the veterans did not want to enter the
education field. Two-year courses were offered in
engineering, law, medicine, dentistry, and other professional fields, and the students were assured of
receiving full credit when they transferred to other
institutions of higher learning.
A. W. Nagel, a graduate of Cornell University,
and Harry Reynolds, an Alabama Polytechnic Institute graduate in mechanical engineering, held
evening classes for pre-engineering students. J. E.
Duncan, with a master’s degree from Northwestern
University, was added to the music department.
Julia H. Roebuck, a graduate of Kentucky Wesleyan
with graduate study at Peabody, joined the English
faculty. Don Salls, former star on the Alabama
Crimson Tide and the holder of a master’s degree
from the University of Alabama, was added to the
physical education department as football coach.
More than fifty candidates appeared at the first
football practice “with a spirit of determination to
have a fine season despite heavy schedules, ” Coach
Salls said.

Left to right: Prof Walter Mason, Prof Mary
Moss Goggans, Mr. Liston Crow, treasurer, and
Miss Mildred Johnston, librarian.

dancing. Ada Curtiss taught piano, and Mason gave
voice lessons.
A new Hammond electric organ, ordered by the
alumni group when Ernest Stone was president of
the alumni in 1943, was presented to the college in
1945. Wartime restrictions had delayed delivery,
and Stone, still in military service, was on hand to
make the formal presentation. The alumni wanted
the organ played and amplified over the campus in
the late afternoons and early mornings.
Another teacher, Mary Moss Goggans, with a
master’s degree from the University of Alabama,
joined the college faculty in 1945. She was supervisor of English in the high school and later became
assistant professor of English in the college.
Six of her student teachers now have doctorates
and are outstanding people on different campuses.
Locally, these students include James Reaves, vice
president for academic affairs a t Jacksonville, and
John Vanderford with the Military Police School at
Fort McClellan.
In those days, Mary Moss Goggans recalls, all
supervisors of student training had master’s
degrees and were interviewed by the president of the
college. From that time, she has lived in Jacksonville, where she retired in 1971. She is serving on the
Arts Council and is active in church, professional,
and social organizations of the town.
That same year Marietta McCorkle, M.A.,
Peabody, became supervisor of the primary grades,
and. Robert B. Gilbert, M.A., University of
Alabama, was director of the secondary laboratory
school.
President Cole made as much news as the students in 1944-45. His thirteen commencement addresses at high schools across the state, as well as
other activities, did not seem to interfere with his
energetic administration of the college.
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In the fall of 1946, Will I. Martin wrote an article
for the GADSDENTIMES under the heading,
“Jacksonville College an Unusual School.”
The Alabama State Teachers College at Jacksonville is an unusual school in many ways and is the
best of its kind to be found anywhere. Houston Cole,
noted educator and one of the ablest administrators
in the South, is president. Attention is centered
upon this school for teachers right now because it is
training 500 veterans, about one-half of them to
become teachers.
By virtue of his being director of laboratories, Professor Ernest Stone is superintendent of the Jacksonville city schools, which include elementary,
junior and high school units, all housed in state
buildings on the campus. This unusual arrangement
is according to a contract between the city and the
state. I t is getting unusually good results.

Another unusual event took place in 1946.
Recalled Elene Sparks Chastain in a recent conversation, “In January of 1946, Dr. Jones asked
President Cole’s permission to open the International House for French students, and in the fall of
1946, it was done.”
James Harding Jones, associate professor of
French and Docteur (lettres) de 1’Universite de
Montpelli&, had become interested in the idea of international brotherhood while working on his doctorate in France in the thirties. Jones had been
teaching foreign languages in Jacksonville State
Teachers College since 1935. At this time, three
courses in each area of elementary, intermediate, ad-

Dr. James H. Jones, first director of International
House, receives mail from over the world.

vanced French, and French literature were offered
by the college.
On April 8, 1946, just after Madame Marthe
Bourhis-Arnould, a representative of the French
cultural attache of New York City, had been a guest
of the French Club on campus, President Cole prom-

The Clarence W. Daugette, Jr., International House has twenty dormitory rooms, three dining rooms, office space, two guest rooms, and an apartment for the house director.
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In the beginning of the International House program, two rooms in Bibb Graves Hall were converted into
kitchen and dining room. I n the second year, the International House program moved to the little Burke
house. The cottage is shown above. I t was located on the north side of the Burke home near the well house.
Bibb Graves Hall was built on the site o f the Burke home.

I n the third year of the International House program, this house was built on the circle where Sparkman
Hall now stands. Later this house became the Alumni and Faculty Club. The house was then bought by Lucille
Branscomb and moved to North Church Street. Funds were subscribed by around a hundred people to pay for
this building. Col. Harry M. Ayers of Anniston spearheaded the drive.
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A group of International House students in 1962.

ised an assembly of students something new in the
teaching of French. Cole’s announcement was carSTAR:
ried in the ANNISTON

Motley, Wadley; Margaret Swann, Roanoke; Eunice
Southern, Haleyville; Nancy Harper, Charlotte
Claypool, Merita Honea, Lucille Branscomb, Dr.
and Mrs. Jones, James Jones, William Jones, and
Alfred Jones, all of Jacksonville. Special guests
were Beth Cole and Walter A. Mason. Betty Jean
Young, John B. Nisbet, Jr., James Heathcock, and
Bill Jones, were high school students attending the
summer program.
Beginning in a classroom in Bibb Graves Hall, the
program was moved to the little Burke house the
next year. In the third year of the program, the
group moved to a new house located on the site of
Sparkman Hall. This house was later purchased by
Lucille Branscomb and was moved to North Church
Street.
Two members of the first international program,
Clarence Shelton Chastain and his wife, the former
Elene Sparks, visiting in Jacksonville during the
Christmas holidays in 1981, talked about the program.
“The International House program opens up the
world to you, ” said Chastain, “It moves you from a
region to a world outlook - a ripple effect also. The
International House students are like a family.
Children of former students are visiting in other
countries, particularly France, and French students
are coming here as their parents did. ”
Elene Sparks studied in France for a year,
1949-50, on a scholarship given by Mr. and Mrs.

Four exchange students and a chef from France
will arrive in the fall to assist Dr. J. H. Jones in the
Foreign Languages Department. A limited number
of students will be admitted to the classes and only
those who are really interested will be considered.
The students and their French associates will eat
together in a special dining room, where the food
will be prepared by the chef. Only French will be
spoken in the classrooms and dining room.

The first French student, Fernand Marty, arrived
on campus on July 19, 1946. The other three
students, Simonne Repussard, Odette Michel, and
Robert Humbert, as well as Mme. Andree Alverhne,
who would be in charge of the French dining room,
arrived later in August.
The first luncheon of the new French program was
served in Bibb Graves Hall on September 18. In addition to the French students and hostess, the
following members of the group attended: Opal
Adair, Buffalo, Alabama; Mary Cobb, Crossville;
M. L. Roberts, Altoona; Marzell Culberson,
Sylacauga; Clara Ruth Stowers, Elene Sparks, and
Betty Nell Adams, Gadsden; Ruth Goza, Albertville; Rupert Burnham, Joe Allgood, and Everett J.
Wood, Piedmont; Robert Jones and John H. Murrell, Jr., Munford; Clarence Chastain, Charles
Lipsey, and James Harkins, Anniston; Charles
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The French Club. Foreground: Madame Alverhne; Row 1-Louise Waters, Mary Cobb, Odette Michel;
Row 2-Lucille Branscomb, Eunice Southern, Margaret Swann, Patty Dillon, Robert Humbert, Betty Nell
Adams; Row 3-Betty Jean Young, Simone Repussard, Fernand Marty, Elene Sparks, R u t h Goza, Opal Adair,
Carolyn Ingram, Nancy Harper, Jackie Cobb, Marzell Culberson; Row 4-Dr. James H. Jones, Clarence Chastain, Charles Motley, Pat Burnham, Charles Lipsey, Jane Self, James Harkins; Row 5-Bill Jones, John
Nisbet, Jr., Everett J. Woods, James Jones, Jr., M. L. Roberts. Not shown: Robert Jones, John Murrell, Marietta Honea, John Morrow, and Charlotte Claypool.

The first James H. Jones Award was given in 1978-79 to Miss Dale Benson. Shown above are Mr. Morris
Longshore. Mrs. Daugette, Miss Dale Benson, and Col. Daugette. This perpetual award, made possible by Colonel and Mrs. C. W. Daugette, Jr., is presented annually to the most outstanding member o f the International
House program. The recipient receives an appropriate gift and a diploma of achievement.
101

I

Groundbreaking for the present International House in 1963.Left to right: Col. C. W. Daugette Jr., Mrs.
A. C. Michaels of Gadsden; Mrs. E. D. King and Col. Harry M. Ayers of Anniston.
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Henry Miller of Jacksonville. The Chastains were
married in the International House in December
1950. Elene Chastain now teaches French in high
school in DeKalb, Illinois, and every year takes a
group of students to France. Clarence Chastain
received his doctorate in education from the University of Colorado and is now on the faculty of Northern Illinois University. The Chastains, with the
assistance of Margaret Ann Swann Smith and Ruth
Goza Chandler, sponsored a reunion of International
House students on the campus in the summer of
1981.
Scholarships were provided in 1948 for Margaret
Ann Swann and in 1949-50 for C. L. Simpson for a
year’s study in France.
In 1952, Monique Gailotte of Nancy, France, and
Roy Wallace of Gadsden were married in the International House, and a French couple were married
there in 1946.
“Not exactly the international brotherhood Dr.
Jones had in mind, ” reported the school newspaper,
“but the students did have his blessing. ” Jones had
said a t the time that he was an educator, not Cupid.
The International House Endowment Foundation
was formally incorporated on February 4,1953. The
founding members of the board of trustees were
Houston Cole, Clara T. King, Eugene Turner, Jr.,
C.W. Daugette, Jr., Gene Michaels, Dorothy C. Calloway, Harry M. Ayers, Louise M. Liles, Frank J.
Martin, Maurice M. Hoffman, Rudy A. Kemp, Ruby
A. Pollock, Robert D. Reich, Rose R. Kilby, Belle P.
Shepherd, and Evelyn J. Letson. Of this original
list, the first four are still serving on the board of
trustees.
Under Daugette’s leadership as chairman of the
board of trustees, the building project for the present International House was begun. After eighteen
years as director, Jones retired just before the new
building was dedicated. In 1964 there were thirteen
countries and five continents represented in the program. The Joneses have kept in touch with former
students, and for many years have sent out the “INTERNATIONAL VOICE” with news of former students
all over the world. The Dr. James H. Jones
perpetual award, made possible by Colonel and Mrs.
C. W. Daugette, Jr., is presented annually to the
most outstanding member of the International
House program. The recipient receives a diploma of
achievement and an appropriate gift.
With the strong support of the board of trustees,
the International House was completed and dedicated on October 11, 1964, a residence with twenty
dorpitory rooms, three dining rooms, office space,
and an apartment for the house director. Each
American student rooms with a foreign student, the
dormitory wings accomodating forty in all. The furnishings for the German, French, and Spanish dining rooms were provided by private gifts and donations, as were those for the two guest rooms. The
college provided approximately $400,000 for the
dormitory rooms.

John R. Stewart, M.A. University of Alabama,
LL.D. Jacksonville State University, Director of International House.

Daugette’s unselfish service to the International
House program and the school has special significance to him because of his father’s long service as
president of the institution.
C. W. Daugette, Jr., served his country with
distinction as an infantry officer before, during, and
since World War 11. He is president and founder of
Life Insurance Company of Alabama, with its home
office in Gadsden, and president of The First National Bank in Jacksonville. In June 1978 the
Alabama Legislature named the International
House in his honor.
The Clarence W. Daugette, Jr. International
House and its program have been under the direction of John R. Stewart since September 1, 1964.
“We now have former foreign students residing in
sixty-five countries. We are completing thirty-six
years, and I estimate there are about 450 former
foreign students of the International House, ’
Stewart said recently.
Through the International Endowment Fund,
many individuals, businesses, industries, and
organizations have supported the program over its
history. District 686 of Rotary International has
provided an annual scholarship for twenty-seven
years, and the Anniston Rotary Club now funds a
scholarship each year. The Alabama Federation of
Women’s Clubs has raised $25,000 and established
a scholarship in perpetuity. Kitty Stone was chairman of the Scholarship Committee of the Federation
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Much support for the International House program has come from the Alabama Federation of Women’s
Clubs. John R. Stewart, director of the International House since 1964, is shown with Mrs. Houston Cole, Mrs.
Wilmer Bullock, past president of A F W C Mrs. Mary George Waite, president of the Farmers and Merchants
Bank of Centre and president of the Alabama Federation o f Women’s Clubs; Mrs. L. D. Pearce, past president
of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs; Houston Cole, president of Jacksonville State University. This
meeting was held in 1969.
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when this scholarship trust fund was established.
Since moving to Jacksonville in 1973, the FederalMogul Distribution Center has provided a scholarship on an annual basis.
“Other organizations are establishing scholarship
funds each year, and we are continuing our efforts, ”
Stewart says.
International House students, both American and
foreign, travel over the state during the school year
to present programs for schools and civic organizations. During vacation time, arrangements are made
for the foreign students to travel over various sections of this country. The “International Family” of
Jacksonville provides a rich background for all the
students of the university to learn international differences and similarities a t first hand.
Also in the 1946 news were plans for a new wing of
Daugette Hall, another men’s dormitory, as well as
a high school building, and an athletic stadium. The
TEACOLA
of October 23, 1946, shows a photograph
of Carolyn Triplett, a popular student, breaking sod
for the Daugette Hall addition, Miss Triplett, in
UNIVERSITIES AND COLWHO’SWHO I N AMERICAN
LEGES, was president of the senior class and
business manager of the annual. In 1947 she became
the bride of veteran-student Aaron Hand. For more
than twenty-five years, Carolyn Hand has been executive secretary to Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., as
dean of the college, vice president for academic affairs, and now president of Jacksonville State
University .
Among other popular students at that time were
Miriam “Tid Bit” Wood and James Haywood, who
were married in 1946.
After serving as mess sergeant in World War 11,
James Haywood came back to Jacksonville to complete a degree. He played on the first undefeated
football team in 1947 under Coach Salls. Graduated
in 1950, he started teaching and coaching a t
Jacksonville High School. In 1957 he was made
coordinator of diversified occupations. His
volunteered expertise in setting up a temporary
cafeteria when a tornado blew the roof off the new
Cole Center in December 1962 came to the attention
of President Cole. Haywood soon became director of
food services and was noted for luaus and formal
banquets featuring his baskets made of bread and
his ice carvings. In 1974 he was appointed head of
the Jacksonville State University education center
a t Fort McClellan.
Miriam Haywood graduated from Jacksonville in
1945, and in 1948 started working as secretary to
Ernest Stone, then director of extension of the
university. Later moving to the business office, she
became assistant business manager in 1954, an office she held some twenty years before becoming
director of personnel services.
The Haywoods donated the first costume for the
student mascot, a specially designed Gamecock outfit which attracted much attention a t athletic

Life was not all work and no play for the Lovetts.
Tommy Hill, with the BIRMINGHAM
NEWS, is
shown on the left with Opal Rufus and Opal Adair
Lovett.

events. Costumes have changed, but the mascot still
performs. Another of their projects was the
Jacksonville State University monument, located
near the main entrance of the university. The name
change from college to university came after the
design had been approved, and further problems
arose concerning the size of the base. After a combined sixty-four years at Jacksonville State University, Miriam and James Haywood retired in 1979.
The first high school musical festival was held in
1946. Walter Mason was the general chairman, and
bands came from Anniston, Attalla, Oneonta, and
Talladega. Choruses, choirs, and piano students
were also presented.
On Friday night, May 2, 1946, the Morgans won
permanent possession of the loving cup for having
won three successive debates. This was the second
cup won by the Morgans. Pat Burnham, Morgan
speaker, and James Hubbard, Calhoun speaker, led
the battle. William Calvert was sponsor of the
Morgans and Maude Luttrell, the Calhouns.
In 1945, Opal Rufus Lovett was listed as artist,
photographer, and business manager of the
TEACOLA,
and photographs by 0. R. Lovett began
to appear in all of the school news. The university
photographer since 1950, Lovett is known to be one
of the best in the business. This member of the class
of 1948 has been a teacher in audio-visual education
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Above - One o f the great Haywood buffets
featuring ice carving, as well as marvelous food.
James Haywood director of food services, is shown
on the left.
Right - Beautiful girls have been shown as the
“Gem of the Hills” in student publications and
sometimes in media over the state. Usually
photographed by Mr. Lovett on a monthly basis,
these students have represented the seasons, activities on the campus, and events of general interest. Shown above is Ceil Jenkins our first Miss
Alabama and a favorite Gem of the Hills over the
years.
Below - Miriam Wood Haywood and President
Houston Cole.
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photographer. He is an artist in setting up scenes,
often with only sheer ingenuity as props, and a
master of technical skills in the dark room. Lovett,
with ability, dedication, and a quick sense of humor,
has recorded the pictorial history of this school for
more than thirty-three years.
It was in 1945 that Roy Treadaway became a wellknown figure on the campus, particularly in Bibb
Graves Hall. This tall, lanky man, while managing
to keep the building orderly, always had a friendly
greeting for visitors, faculty, and students. For
more than thirty-two years students encountered
his directions and advice: “Education is essential in
life, but the important thing is to use your life for
good. ”
After waiting, in the wings since 1920, the
gamecock finally crowed in 1946. According to Joe
Barnes, a letterman on the 1946 football team,
President Cole met with Coaches Salls and Dillon
and the players and suggested that the “Eagle
Owls” become officially the “Gamecocks.” The
school colors were changed at that time from purple
and white to red and white.
Headlines in January 1947 announced, “JSTC Offers Two New Degrees - A.B. and B.S. in Arts and
Sciences to be Conferred in Addition to B.S. in
Education. ”
Action by the State Board of Education to include
training in the field of arts and sciences had become
necessary because of the tremendous increase in
enrollment of veterans. It also had become apparent
that the college could serve all young people in the
area, not just those going into the education field.
Two large dormitories and the new high school
building were under construction, and work was
soon to begin on the football stadium.
In 1947, Speaker of the House of Representatives
W. M. Beck, a JSTC alumnus, came to the campus
to crown Elaine “Rusty” Gerstlauer as Miss
Jacksonville at the annual summer carnival. Announcement was made that she would be entered in
the Miss Alabama contest sponsored by the BIRMINGHAM NEWS. A double event was celebrated at
this time; Senator Sparkman was also on hand for
the dedication of the new highway between Jacksonville and Anniston. This was also the year Austin
Meadows, another Jacksonville graduate, was
elected state superintendent of education.
Jacksonville has had many graduates serving a t
state level in education. Rutledge Daugette was a
member of the State Board of Education from 1949
to 1955, and Paul Snow served from 1955 to 1957.
Austin Meadows was state superintendent of education for three terms, 1946-51, 1955-59, and 1963-67;
while Frank R. Stewart served from 1959 to 1961;
Ernest Stone from 1967 to 1971, and LeRoy Brown
from 1971 to 1975.
Registration at Jacksonville State Teachers Cob
lege exceeded 1,000 in 1947. President Cole announced the appointment of a group of new faculty

and camp leadership, as well as official photographer since shortly after his graduation.
Opal Adair and Opal Rufus Lovett met while in
college a t Jacksonville, were married later, and
chose to return to Jacksonville in 1950.
Opal Adair joined the editorial staff of the
TEACOLA
in 1946. After graduating from JSTC in
1948, she received her M.A. degree from the University of Alabama and taught a t Guntersville, Cordova, Saks, and Anniston before joining the English
faculty of Jacksonville State College in 1958. Her
philosophy of caring for students by nurturing
limited as well as exceptional abilities makes her
teaching of writing and literature a lifelong gift for
her students. The college days of Opal Adair were
filled with extracurricular activities - editorial
writing for the TEACOLA
and helping with several
other organizations and publications. As a teacher,
she is still involved with extracurricular activities.
Since 1971, she has been the faculty sponsor of the
MIMOSA,and each year the yearbook has grown in
size and quality.
Some people might envy Opal Lovett’s work as
photographer of the Gems of the Hills - a Lovett
innovation - as well as the Miss Mimosas, Miss
Alabamas, and Marching Ballerinas. No doubt the
bright spots compensate somewhat for the routine
and often frustrating duties of the university

Roy Treadaway came to work in Bibb Graves Hall
in 1945. He was to make friends and offer advice to
students for 32 years.
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William M. Beck, speaker of the House of Representatives, crowns Elaine Gerstlauer as Miss
Jacksonville in 1947. Today Judge Beck of Fort
Payne still keeps up with his alma mater; Elaine G.
Tutwiler, Ed.D., University of Alabama, associate
professor o f education at Jacksonville State University, is still making history in Jacksonville.

President Houston Cole with H e n h Bonnet,
French ambassador to the United States and
Madame Bonnet during their visit to the campus in
1947.

The high school auditorium was the site of “Angel
Street” produced by Lawrence R. Miles. Don Collins
and Tom Shelton are the performers.

Pearl Buck spoke to the students in 1949. Col.
Harry M. Ayers is shown in the background.
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members, including J. A. Smoake, with a master’s
degree from Alabama Polytechnic Institute, as a
teacher of history and later English; Thomas L.
Hicks, a graduate of the University of Alabama, as
a teacher of mathematics; and Ray Wedgeworth, a
former Little All-American from BirminghamSouthern, as line coach for the college football team.
Ada Kathleen Bounds, a recent graduate of the
University of Alabama, had also come to preside
over the new dining hall as dietitian.
Scores of Jacksonville students attended the inauguration of Governor “Big Jim” Folsom in Montgomery. Captain Charles E. Cayley’s Company E of
the Alabama National Guard marched past the
reviewing stand. With him were Doyle Nolan,
George Word, Fred Selman, Thomas Martin,
William Street, J. B. Woodward, Walter Walker,
Neil Harris, and Fernand Marty.
A notable event took place on the campus in October 1947 when the annual convention of the
Alabama Chapter of the American Association of
Teachers of French was held on the campus. The tricolor of France flew over the campus when Henri
Bonnet, French ambassador to the United States,
and Madame Bonnet arrived for this meeting.

James H. Jones was in charge of the program for
the banquet and Senator John Sparkman introduced the speaker. Other dignitaries present were
Lieutenant Governor Clarence Inzer, Speaker of the
House W. M. Beck, Austin Meadows, superintendent of education, and a number of college
presidents.
In his address, the Ambassador said, “France can
regain its feet economically within three years if the
Marshall Plan is put in action.”
But Madame Bonnet, from the fashion center of
the world, brought news of the new longer skirts,
saying that the style had been rather exaggerated in
America, and daytime frocks should not be longer
than twelve inches from the floor. Mme. Bonnet’s
knowledgeable comments, as well as her attractive
wardrobe and unmistakably French hats, led the
Jacksonville audience to agree with the Capitol’s
socialities and statesmen that she was “one of the
strongest diplomats of France.”
While in Alabama, Ambassador and Madame
Bonnet were the guests of Colonel and Mrs. Harry
M. Ayers, Anniston.
At homecoming in 1947, Congressman Albert
Rains was on hand for the opening of the new

Governor James E. “Big Jim” Folsom at the Jacksonville Breakfast during A E A in Birmingham.
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President Cole, Congressman Albert Rains, and Dean Wood.

stadium, called the College Bowl, where a crowd of
3,500 saw the unbeaten Gamecocks win 48-0 over
the Indians of Pembroke College of North Carolina,
to become the only undefeated team in the South.
Betty Raye, homecoming queen, was crowned by
President Cole in the dedication ceremony.
The Masque and Wig Guild ushered in the year
1948 on a happy note, when You Can't Take I t With
You was presented at the community center with
Lawrence Miles of the English faculty as director.
The cast included Ina Jo Varnell, Margie Sparks,
Ann Henley, Gene Barnes, Harold Junkins, Carlton
Fagan, John Cathey, Frances Engle, Harry Green,
Bruce Miller, Danny Packard, Sara Ann Carr, Harry
Howell, Elaine Gerstlauer, Walter Trammell, Neil
Downing, and Bill Landers. Other members of the
Masque and Wig assisted with the production of
this three-act comedy. Many successful plays were
to follow.
In the spring of 1948, James Moncus won the first
Masquer's award for Lunatics at Large, Danny

Packard won the next fall for Pure as Driven Snow,
and Harry Howell won twice in a row for performances in Outward Bound and Male Animal. Tom
Wheatley of Anniston, and Buffalo, New York, won
the award in 1951 for his performance in Blithe
Spirit. Others mentioned in the TEACOLAwere
Yvonne Rogers Casey for Night of January 16th,
Don Collins in Angel Street, and Betty Vickrey in
Goodbye, M y Fancy.
In February 1948 Rubinoff and his violin came to
Jacksonville, as he visited schools and colleges to
help develop music appreciation. Local musical programs were also in the news at this time. Fritz Heim
of the music department presented the first performance of the newly formed symphony orchestra in
March 1948. And the musical ability of Johnny
Long was becoming newsworthy.
The new high school a t the present site opened
during the AEA holidays that year. The town and
school people were proud of the new steam-heated
building with flourescent lights, a library, and a
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modern cafeteria. At the alumni breakfast during
AEA, Senator John Sparkman and Congressman
Albert Rains gave the group the welcome news that
they would go back to Washington to work for
federal aid for education.
With the forming of the ROTC unit, the campus
was soon to see as many uniforms as it had during
the war. Efforts had beqn under way for some time
by A. J. Goodwin, Jr., chairman of the Anniston
Military Advisory Committee, and Colonel Paul
Singer, commander of the Alabama Military
District. President Cole offered facilities and complete cooperation with the army, and the old high
school building became the home of the new unit.
Colonel Thomas B. Whitted, Jr., a native of
Charlotte, North Carolina, and a West Point
graduate, was assigned as commanding officer.
The school bulletin announced formation of the
new unit:
In January 1948 the Department of the Army activated a Field Artillery, Senior Division, Reserve
Officers Training Corps unit at Jacksonville. This is
a four-year progressive course of instruction in
military subjects and training. The first year of instruction deals with subjects pertaining to the Army in general. The second year of this basic course
is devoted to fundamentals of Field Artillery. The
advanced course of two years is especially designed
to develop junior officers for the Officers Reserve
Corps and the regular army, as well as leaders in the
democratic society of the United States.

Solon Glover, Business Manager

In 1950 a chapter of the Scabbard and Blade was
organized by Colonel Whitted.
The year 1948 saw the organization of the first
Writers’ Club, sponsored and nurtured by William
Calvert until his retirement in the 1970s.Students
wrote poetry, short stories, and essays, and the best
compositions were selected for publication in Soundings.
In Volume 1, 1949 Soundings, a now-familiar
author appears:

graduated or transferred. The bulletin listed five
dormitories: Abercrombie, Daugette, Forney, Pannell, and Weatherly Halls. Students in Abercrombie, Pannell, and Daugette took their meals in the
college cafeteria.
Average cost per student per quarter was as
follows:
16 hours, $1.50 per hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $24.00
Matriculation fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
5.75
Activity . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
2.00
Books and supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
15.00
$46.75
Room and board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
93.00
Total
$139.75

X
One of the imperfect utilities
of this thing that is called poetry
is X the unknown quantity
which we lay thick hands on
and cannot hold.
So much is it unlike
the neat, cool algebra
of the quiet mind.
-C. L. Simpson

Special fees were charged in addition to the above,
and the bulletin stated, “Students residing in other
states must either sign an obligation to teach two
years in Alabama or pay an extra fee of $15 per
quarter.’’ Listed also were a B.S. and an A.B. degree
in music, which included a major in applied music,
music theory, and music education. The department
of business administration announced a B.S. degree
in business education and an A.B. in secretarial
science.
A change was made in the business office in 1949;
Solon H. Glover, who had been employed in the
business office in 1947,became assistant treasurer.

Some advice is included in the 1957 volume: “So
save your Soundings. One day you may be able to
say, ‘Ihave one of the original copies of the first
, the Hemingway of 195%’ ”
work of
Dr. Calvert says that perhaps not many Hemingways developed, but some students became better writers.
A marked change in the student body became
noticeable in 1949, for most of the veterans had
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Glover later became business manager, and twenty
years later, the 1967 MIMOSA
was dedicated to him:
The 1967 MIMOSA is dedicated to Mr. Solon H.
Glover in appreciation of the twenty years’ service
to Jacksonville State University as its business
manager.
Mr. Glover has been active in obtaining numerous
federal grants for both buildings and equipment for
our institution and with his continued guidance
from the business manager’s position, Jacksonville
will continue to grow into one of the finest institutions in the South.

In November 1970 Solon Glover died unexpectedly. President Cole said at the time that Mr. Glover
had on many occasions received praise from the
state department of accountants for the manner in
which he had handled.the finances of the college. He
also mentioned Mr. Glover’s valuable role in
establishing the ROTC and concluded, “I have lost
a valued friend and co-worker.”
Additions to the staff in the 1949-50 school year
included Stella W. McWhorter, dietitian and
hostess in Weatherly Hall; Mary W. Cass, manager
of the supply store; and Mary Stevenson “Abby”
Poling, a JSTC graduate, assistant registrar. E.
Baskin Wright, with an A.B. from the University of
Alabama and an M.A. degree from the University of
Wisconsin, was appointed director of student personnel. Lawrence Miles of the English department
took over the duties of the registrar, and A.D.
“Gus” Edwards began handling sports publicity.
Edwards grew up in Jacksonville, attended The
Citadel in Charleston, South Carolina, and obtained
his master’s degree in history from the University of
Alabama. He is still making history as the dean of
men of the university and for over thirty years has
witnessed the growth and changes of this institution.
Mary L. Lowrey, a JSTC alumnus with graduate
work at Peabody and the University of Alabama,
became associate professor of home economics in
1949. Soon a major was offered in this field, and
Mary Lowrey’s talents became evident at numerous
college functions. Many of her former students have
elevated high school programs and made valuable
contributions to the field of home economics.
Also marking the year was the appearance of
Pearl Buck as a speaker on campus. Johnny Long
who had headed the high school band for two years,
was graduated from JSTC and held his final concert
as director; the Alabama Intercollegiate trophy and
special Paper Bowl trophy were presented to Coach
Salk and the football team; and the International
House became truly international with French,
Swiss, Cuban, and Belgian students enrolled.
Some of the college highlights of 1951 were the appearance of Dorothy Thompson, noted traveler and
journalist, and Pauline Frederick, a well-knowncommentator.
The ROTC presented awards to Harvey Stewart,

.

Dean A. D. C C G Edwards
~ ~ ” and Coach Don Salk

Scabbard and Blade, for exemplifying highest ideals
and exercise of command, to Talmadge F. Spurlock,
as highest scorer in competitive marksmanship
among advanced cadets, and to Jack B. Stewart for
the highest score among basic students.
After completing a two-year term as head of the
Alabama Business Teachers Association, Lucille
Branscomb was elected head of the Southern
Business Education Association. The next spring
the business education department under her leadership enrolled twenty-five percent of the JSTC
students in the Division of Education. Major Branscomb, a member of the Civil Air Patrol, was also active in the National Business Education Association
and sponsor of the Future Business Leaders of
America chapter in Jacksonville.
The nursery school became a part of the growing
home economics department in 1951. This proved to
be a learning experience for the children of students
and others, as well as a training area for the home
e’conomicsmajors. The nursery was also interesting
to parents and visitors who came to view the equipment - tables, chairs, and bathroom facilities all
scaled down to the size of children.
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Mary L. Lowrey, a JSTC alumna, became
associate professor of home economics in 1949.
Shown are Ada Bounds Montgomery and Mrs.
Lowery.

President Cole and Charles Laughton, who came
to the campus in 1953.

Alabama Intercollegiate trophy and special Paper Bowl trophy were presented to Coach Don Salls and the
foot ball team.
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C. L. Simpson was graduated in 1951 and substituted for Julia Roebuck in the English department while she was away because of illness. Simpson and Roy Wallace began working on Sidewalk
Cufe, an original musical. Simpson wrote the lyrics,
and in February 1952 the music department
presented the play, the setting inspired by
Simpson’s recent year of study in Paris. Students in
the cast were Don Collins, J o Ann Porter, Billy Jo
Gray, and Tom Wheatley.
Two future bank presidents became officers of
Kappa Phi Kappa about this time. Lloyd Rains of
Henager was elected president and David Pearson
of Leesburg, reporter. Other 1951 officers were
Charles Bounds of Tuscaloosa, vice president, and
J. P. Whorton of Pisgah, treasurer. Rains made
headlines the next year as the most eligible bachelor
of the senior class. He is now president of Central
Bank of Birmingham and employs a number of
Jacksonville graduates.

Pearson also made the student news the next
spring when Faith Hedgepeth became his bride in a
beautiful wedding ceremony in the Silver Chapel at
Fort McClellan. Attendants who had served with
the bride as ROTC sponsors were dressed in their
ROTC uniforms, but the bridal gown was as traditional as any bride’s dream. Pearson is now president of the Jacksonville State Bank, and the Pearsons have made Jacksonville their home.
Faculty romance was also in the air in 1951, Hazel
Dishman, a JSTC graduate who had just completed
work on her master’s degree at the University of
Alabama and was a new member of the business
education faculty, became engaged to Lawrence
Hicks. Hicks, who had attended Troy State College
and had received his master’s degree from the
University of Alabama, was teaching in the department of mathematics.
Another engagement of special interest was announced, that of Ada Bounds to Dr. Montgomery.

Group returning from teacher’s workshop in Washington, D.C. Extension directors were Baskin Wright
(far left)and Ernest Stone (third from right).
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Little All-American Jodie Connell, 1957 on the right. Shown with him are
Coaches Don Salk and Ray Wedgeworth.
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Montgomery had come to Jacksonville the previous
fall to teach sociology. He had graduated from Wofford in his hometown of Spartanburg, South
Carolina, had master’s and Ph.D. degrees from
Duke, where he was elected to Phi Beta Kappa, and
had served in the European and Pacific theaters in
World War 11. The bride, from Tuscaloosa and a
graduate of the University of Alabama, had recently
joined the faculty as dietitian.
NEWSof October 25, 1951,
The JACKSONVILLE
carried a picture and article under the headline,
“Famed Old Hames Hall Will Soon Be Razed.” This
building was closely tied to the early education
movement in Alabama, as described in this brief account:

tional prominence accepted President Cole’s invitations to come to the campus. Among them were
Henry Hill Crane of Detroit and Ralph Sockman of
New York City.
An event called “It Could Happen Here,” on
January 26,1953, gave a startled town and student
body a serious look at world affairs.
The Crusade for Freedom began at 7:30 a.m.,
when, seventy-five men ambushed the ROTC, took
their equipment, and blocked the roads, while armed
guards locked the college buildings, burned library
books, and raided dormitories. Unaware students
and teachers were arrested; students were marched
to town, and teachers were forced to ride on army
trucks. The trial was on the City Square, and the
mayor, council members, and faculty were led from
the jail and “executed” by a firing squad. Fireworks, blank cartridges, and smoke bombs added
frightening realism to what could happen in a sleepy
college town.
The event was suggested by Opal R. Lovett and
supported by President Cole; Mitchell Modrall,
associate professor of biology, served as local chairman. Details had been worked out in secret with Col.
James A. Blodgett, professor of military science,
and cadet officers. Lovett was everywhere, recording the action. Photographers from Birmingham,
Anniston, and LIFE magazine were also capturing
the scene on camera.
In the news of this time were faculty and staff
changes and additions. Mildred Johnston, with a
master’s degree in library science from Columbia,
was appointed librarian upon the death of Ramona
Wood. Mary Ann Mason (Mrs. Walter A.) joined the
staff of the registrar’s office as transcript clerk, and
Sybil D. Reaves, a JSTC graduate, became certification secretary. Clay Brittain, who had studied
toward his doctorate in psychology at the University of Chicago, came back to teach psychology.
And other faculty members were coming to
Jacksonville - Hazel J. Matthews, M.S., Alabama
Polytechnic Institute, and Margaret R. Green,
M.A., University of Alabama, in home economics;
Caroline Edwards, Sophie Newcomb College and
Art Institute of Chicago, in art; Emmett B. Fields,
Ph.D., Vanderbilt, and Howard 0. Prichard, A.M.,
Duke, in history; L. T. Wilson, Ph.D., Harvard, in
mathematics and physics; Gaither Snoddy, M.A.,
University of Alabama, in science; Bertha Lindsey,
M.A., Alabama Polytechnic Institute, in English;
and Robert Williams, M.A., University of Alabama,
in economics.
Homecoming had a different look this fall of 1953.
Twelve high school bands - all directed by Jacksonville graduates - performed at halftime. The college
band, with J. E. Duncan directing, shared the spotlight with the others, and the Gamecocks won over
Southern Georgia, 40 to 0.
Representing the early graduates was a float
depicting horse-and-buggydays. The Normal School

Hames Hall, a landmark in Jacksonville,has been
declared a fire and safety hazard by the state fire
marshal and will be razed soon, it was announced.
Men and women in all parts of the state who went
to school in this building and who have a sentimental attachment for it will regret to learn that it is being torn down. For Jacksonville it is the passing of
an era.

And 1952 was also the beginning of a new era.
“Students Pleased Over Feminine Touch Added
to Prexy’s Home” read a headline in the June 25
student newspaper, and Martha Leatherwood wrote
in the TEACOLA,
“The new Mrs. Cole came to us
from Gadsden . . . Mrs. Cole’s gracious manner exactly matches the decor of the President’s home. . . .
Welcome to Jacksonville, Mrs. Cole.”
Opal R. Lovett was appointed to head athletic
publicity in 1952. One of his first football articles
was about Jody Connell, captain; Bernard Hammett, co-captain; and ten players all named “Bob’’
- Shelley, Henderson, Nix, Ledbetter, Harris,
Toughill, Dobbs, Donahoo, and Coley.
The newspapers in October 1952 reported that “A
big league political debate” between Republican
Congressman 0. K. Armstrong of Missouri and Congressman Albert Rains, Democrat of Alabama, had
been held on the campus. Much of the debate
centered around the conduct of the Korean War.
Fred Taylor of the BIRMINGHAM
NEWS said,
“Both men were quick on the trigger as they jousted
for an hour and a half before a large turnout at the
teachers college here . . . . While the large audience
obviously was pro-Democratic, there appeared to be
a sizable sprinkling of Ike-likers in the throng. ” And
the ROANOKE
LEADERtermed the event “a great
performance by two polished orators and quick
thinkers. ”
Religious Emphasis Week that year brought
another outstanding speaker to the campus, the
Reverend Paul A. Wolfe, pastor of the New York City Brick Presbyterian Church. Wolfe had studied in
Edinburgh and the University of Berlin, and his interest in coming to Jacksonville stemmed from the
membership of the Ide family of Jacksonville in his
church in New York. Later, other theologians of na-

.
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honored the Gay Nineties with a float, and the recent graduates named their float “Seventy Years of
Progress.” Lamar Triplett was president of the
alumni association, and Malcolm Street was master
of ceremonies at the alumni banquet. SGA President Arlie Gunter crowned Mary Sprayberry of
Delta, Alabama, Miss Homecoming.
In 1953 Thomas J. Roberson, M.A., Florida State
University, became head coach for men’s basketball.
Coach Roberson’s influence on athletes has been
great, and he has produced champions both in
basketball and in good citizenship.
Beginning in the 1964-65 year, his teams won six
straight Alabama Collegiate Conference games. In
1967-68, his players won the national free-throw
shooting championship. And there have been many
stars on the court. In 1968-69, Buddy Cornelius won
the Associated Press first-string Little AllAmerican title, and Bill Brantley set a national
record for field-goal percentage.
In addition to coaching, Roberson taught physical
education courses. He was a pioneer in the Emergency Medical Services field, and began teaching this
course, covering all areas of first aid, before an ambulance became available.
His service and training of others could be related
to the deposit explosion multiplier theory in
economics. In the 1981-82 year, four basketball
coaches, students of Roberson, won 500 games in
area high schools.
Roberson was head coach until 1971; since that
time he has been teaching in the physical education
department.
Excitement continued on the campus when the
president announced that the State Board of Education had approved $600,000 for a new science
building and a new men’s dormitory.
On December 4, 1953, the students and people of
the surrounding area enjoyed “An Evening with
Charles Laughton,” an actor who had revived an
almost forgotten art with distinction. His performance was called a “reading,” but it was all by
memory - and,acting at its best. He included selections from the Bible, as well as from the works of
Mark Twain, Charles Dickens, Thomas Wolfe,
James Thurber, Washington Irving, and others.
In December 1953 the first fashion show of the
home economics department, directed by Barbara
Cotton, was called “an outstanding success” by the
ANNISTON
STAR.The first graduates in this area
were entering the professional field.
In March of 1954, the Department of the Army
approved a General Branch ROTC for Jacksonville,
covering material common to all services. During
his fourth year a student could apply for the field of
his choice. Jacksonville graduates had received only
field artillery commissions in the past. When Colonel Blodgett completed his three-year stay, he was
succeeded by Lieutenant Colonel A. W. Harvey of
Lynchburg, Virginia.
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Reuben B. Boozer, with a B.S. from Jacksonville,
an M.A. from Peabody, and additional work at
Birmingham-Southern and Auburn, became an
assistant professor of biology in 1954. Other
Jacksonville graduates began teaching careers at
this college that year. Floyd “Buddy” Tredaway,
son of Felix and Louise Douthit Tredaway, with an
M.S. from Auburn University, became an assistant
professor of business education, and his wife Martha, also with a master’s degree from Auburn,
became an assistant professor of education and
supervisor of high school grades.
Several former students came back to Jacksonville to teach in the laboratory schools during this
period. Ernest V. Newman, M.A., Peabody, came as
high school coach and supervisor of high school
grades, and Una Hamric, M.S., University of
Alabama, had been assistant professor of education
and supervisor of intermediate grades since 1950.
Also on the faculty were Johnnielee Harper in the
high school and Beatrice Jones, M.A., University of
Alabama, in the junior high school. E. Thomas
Malone, M.A., Alabama Polytechnic Institute,
became supervisor of social studies in the high
school in 1952; Marietta McCorkle, M.A., Peabody,
was supervisor of primary grades, and Kitty Stone,
M.A., University of Alabama, was principal of the
elementary laboratory school.
The SGA elected Jimmy Reaves, a junior, as
president to succeed Arlie Gunter for the 1954-55
year. Other officers were Gene Hanson, vice president; Betty Wade, secretary; and Gerald Johnson,
treasurer. Later, Reaves was named Student of the
Year.
The 1954-55 bulletin carried notice of the change
from the quarter system to the semester system,
with a summer session during most of June and July. Other changes were inevitable in the stimulating
fifties. An increased enrollment spurred additions to
the curriculum and faculty, and physical accommodations were enlarged.
Degrees offered in 1954-55 were Bachelor of Arts,
Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Science in
Education - Elementary and Secondary. Preprofessional courses were offered in agriculture,
engineering, the medical and dental professions,
pharmacy, medical technology, and law. There were
five divisions: education, fine arts, languages,
science and mathematics, and social science. Including those in the laboratory schools, there were
eighty-seven faculty members and thirty-six college
administrative and staff members.
Perhaps realizing the broadening scope of
Jacksonville State Teachers College, the students
changed the name of their newspaper from the
TEACOLA
to the COLLEGIAN.
The first issue of the
COLLEGIANwas published on December 13, 1954.
The year 1955 was another constructive period.
The Ayers Science Hall, which included a
planetarium and a visual-aids auditorium, was open-
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ed. Other new buildings were authorized - a student union, a men’s dormitory, and a dining hall,
raising the value of the structures on the campus to
nearly $8.5 million. The old Edwards home, the site
of the present International House, became the
music building. The alumni president, Paul Snow of
Pinson, made a trip to the campus to view the new
look, and with Edward Davidson, SGA president,
Guntersville, as his tour guide.
Theron E. Montgomery, Jr. became acting dean of
the college when Dean Wood took a leave of
absence. Dean Wood soon retired, and the 1956
MIMOSAreported that Montgomery, the new dean,
an able and entertaining teacher of sociology, had
demonstrated rare talents as an administrator during his first year.
Coach Don Salk completed an Ed.D. at New York
University in 1955, and thirteen new faculty and
staff members were added. Doris Bennett, a
Jacksonville graduate with an M.A. degree from
Peabody, became assistant librarian. Harold
Strickland, M.A., Auburn University, and Ed.D.,
Peabody, came to teach general science.
At the 1955 summer graduation exercises, the

first Certificate of Distinguished Achievement was
presented to Harry Sherman of Anniston. In addition to Sherman’s scholarship qualities. the COLLEGIAN mentioned his leadership abilities as editor
of both the student newspaper and college yearbook,
as well as a member of the Ushers Club, Science
Club, and Kappa Phi Kappa.
Homecoming went international. In the tenth
year of the International House, the Homecoming
Queen was Katy Gooliemi from Corfu, Greece. She
was dressed for the festivities in the style of Amalia,
the first Queen of Greece. This homecoming queen is
now Mrs. Maurice Johnson of Jacksonville.
The year ended with bright prospects, and the
football team went to the Refrigerator Bowl in
Evansville, Indiana, where the Gamecocks won over
the University of Rhode Island, 12 to 10.
A large gift of oil properties to Jacksonville College added impetus to the year 1956.
A member of a large family in Jackson County,
Alabama, Nannie E. Walker Logan had a burning
desire for a college education, but was deprived of it
due to limited financial means. As the years went
by, Nannie Logan saved money and bought land

Who’s Who in American Universities and Colleges in 1955. Front row: Marian Laney, Orble Barnes,
Virginia Voss, Betty Wade. Second row: Billy Pannell, Jo Ann Lewis, David Lacey, Paul Thompson. Third
row: Jimmy Reaves, Joe Tommie, W. H. Ashburn, Howard Waldrep, Travis Walker, Myra Culp, Bob Hand,
Harry Sherman, Charlie Wilson, Ben Nodal, Bill Hammill.
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where oil was discovered. It was her wish to help
other students secure a college education, and
Jacksonville, where Ethel W. Posey, her sister, had
been a teacher in the elementary laboratory school,
was her choice. Mrs. Logan’s will stipulated that the
money be loaned to Alabama students of good moral
character with good academic high school records
and a need for financial assistance. The program
was set up the next year and is still in progress.
The average cost per student per semester at that
time is listed in the 1956 bulletin.
40.00
15.00
20.00
169.00
$244.00
Laboratory fees were in addition to basic costs.

16 hours, $2.50 per hour
Registration fee
Books and supplies
Room and board per semester

$

Gerald Williams, a sophomore from Oxford,
Alabama, livened up the COLLEGIAN
and the student handbook that year with his cartoons, and no
doubt made a few of the problems of the growing
college seem less overwhelming.
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REGISTRATION IS REALLY UERV SIMPL€, AGEJES.

Yo0 WST G€T INTO ONE O f THSSE

Gerald Williams, a sophomore from Oxford,
Alabama, helped the morale of the students with his
cartoons.
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The ballerinas were adding interest to the band.
John T. Finley, a member of the music faculty since
1951, succeeded Duncan, who became head of music
at Morehead State Teachers College in Kentucky.
Lee R. Manners, M.A., University of Alabama,
came to head the art department, and Greene Y.
Taylor, Ed.D., University of Alabama, became
chairman of the elementary education department.
Freshman Hall, a new dormitory for men was opened.
The year 1957 marked the opening of the campus
radio station. Built by the physics department
under the direction of Joseph J. Fremuth, the first
radio transmitter carried programs to buildings on
campus four nights a week. William Powell of Attalla, Bill Noles of Hokes Bluff, and Willard Steele
of Gadsden manned the station.
Exciting developments included the new graduate
division with Reuben Self at the head. The first person to register for the graduate program was
Leonard Bruce, teacher and coach at Cedar Bluff
High School in Cherokee County, Alabama. This
news was reported in the April 15, 1957, COLLEGIAN, and the edition of May 20 announced the
largest-ever enrollment in the summer school. Later
in July, the graduate students elected their first officers: James Reaves, Gadsden, president; Wesley
Hardy, Lincoln, vice president; and Mrs. W. E.
Leatherwood, Ragland, secretary-treasurer.
Dean Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., announced the
beginning of the Graduate Division that year.
Paul H. Snow, class of 1932, an active and enthusiastic member of the Alumni Association, died
in June 1957. A gift scholarship for freshmen boys
was established in his memory, and the College
Bowl was later named the Paul Snow Stadium.
In July 1957 the word “Teachers” was dropped
from the name of the college. A bill introduced by
Representative Hugh Merrill of Anniston, and called up in the Senate by Senator A. C. Shelton, made
this change, and was passed by the Alabama
Legislature on July 3, 1957. Names of the other
teachers colleges were changed at that time, also.
Jacksonville State Teachers College had representatives in Montgomery to welcome and celebrate the
event - President Houston Cole, Opal R. Lovett,
SGA President Curtis Williams, and Kay Kirkland,
COLLEGIAN
editor. Jacksonville graduates in that
Legislature were Representatives Emmett Oden,
Franklin County; Pete Mathews, Clay County;
Woodrow Albea, Calhoun County; and Senator
Broughton Lambert of Alexander City. State
Superintendent of Education Austin Meadows was
also in Montgomery at the time.
Many interested citizens over the state and region
had watched the progress of the small normal school
to the large teachers college. Continuing progress,
advancing in many directions, was the challenge
now facing the administration and faculty of
Jacksonville State College.

Mr. and Mrs. Paul H. Snow. Both were students in
the '30sand have been active and supportive alumni.
Mattie Lois Snow came back to Jacksonville to complete her master's degree after her husband's death
in 1957 and renewed many fn'endships. She lives in
Birmingham, and her interest in Jacksonville State
University continues.
Courtesy of M r s . Paul H. Snow
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The Jacksonville State College Student Government Association in 1957-58.Dr. J. M. Anders, faculty advisor, is seated at the left at the table; Bobby Kennamer, SGA president, is at the right. Kennamer is now
serving as a member of the board of trustees of Jacksonville State University.
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EDITORIALS

Students, Faculty Members
Increase Traffic Problems
Today every campus in the
nation is overcrowded, and it
seems that every student has a
car.
As one professor said,
“Twenty years ago a student’s
biggest problem was where the
money to attend college was
coming from, today, t h e
average student’s greatest
worry is ‘Where am I going to
park my car?’ ”
On the Jacksonville campus
it would take a person all day to
count the cars and then he probably would miss a great many
of them.
Recently, some of these cars
have been seen parked on the
grass in front of the International House, in the middle of
lanes, and anywhere else that
two of the four wheels can be
manuevered into.
Some students have to drive
their car from Daugette Hall to
the cafeteria, too far to walk on
an empty stomach.
Another big problem of traffic is the hot rods or cats as
they like to be calIed. These
eople think that cars were
uilt to fly in and the manufacturer forgot to put the wings
on.
Perhaps these people should
visit a junk yard, or maybe a
better word would be a

f:

graveyard for mistreated cars.
To look at the mangled fenders,
burned metal, crushed tops,
and broken windows, makes a
person wonder if the driver was
killed. In many of these wrecks
there can be no doubt as to
where the driver is. He could
only be in his grave.
Maybe by some miracle some
of these people survive, but
then they must live for the rest
of their lives thinking of the
people that they killed. It’s a
terrible thought, but it happens
every day.
During the past few months
several Jacksonville students
have been in wrecks, luckily no
one has been injured; however,
someone has to pay for repair
bills and this certainly isn’t
easy for a college student.
Only immature people
overlook these problems and
try to pass everything on the
highway. A mature person
realizes that automobiles can
cause great losses of money,
prison sentences. and instant
death.
Try to obey the laws of the
highways, use your common
sense, be courteous and considerate of others, and live a little longer. Buying flowers is expensive.

Excerpt from the COLLEGIAN,March 20, 1956
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CHAPTER SIX

Jacksonville State College From 1957 to 1966
The change jn the school name was no doubt due
in part to popular demand among the students. An
editorial in the JACKSONVILLE
NEWSduring July of
1957 pointed out that students, faculty, and staff
had for some time been using the shortened name,
and commented further:
Statistics show that 187 teachers’ colleges in the
U. S. have dropped the word “teachers.” Interviews
with several of the presidents of colleges which have
changed reveal that the change has been a help
rather than a hindrance. The enrollment has increased in every instance.
Dropping the word “teachers” would not mean
that less emphasis would be placed upon teacher
training, but it would mean that the public would
become more conscious of the fact that these colleges are not primarily teachers’ colleges-that is
only one phase of the curriculum. In fact, eight
degrees are being offered at Jacksonville now. .

With new teachers arriving from various sections
of the country to meet the increasing enrollment,
the existing faculty wished to welcome and get acquainted with their new colleagues. In the 1957-58
school year, the Faculty Club was organized with
Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., as the first president.
The club would have a dinner and dance once a year,
sometimes at Fort McClellan. The group met in the
Faculty Club, which was later removed to make way
for the office of the superintendent of the laboratory
schools, now lOcated on this site. The first International House on Trustee Circle then became the
Faculty Club. Meetings were also held in Mason
Hall and other places on the campus. The club and
the Alumni Association furnished the house and
also provided china and silver to serve large groups.
Mary Lowrey, head of home economics, served
many dinners and barbecues for this faculty
organization.
Following Montgomery, other presidents were E.
Thomas Malone, Lawrence Hicks, Mrs. Reuben Self,
Mrs. James H. Mozley 111, Mrs. J. R. Wilson, W. J.
Calvert, Jr., Louise R. Clark, John R. Stewart, Mrs.
J. C. Hollis, Harry Rose, and Charles Johnson, who
in 1969-70 was the last president of the Faculty
Club. Revival of the club has been discussed in recent months.
The JACKSONVILLE
NEWS of September 4, 1957,
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summarized President Cole’s fifteen years at the college. In addition to the new degrees and the introduction of graduate work, the physical plant had
increased in value by $15 million. Enrollment
in the fall of 1967 was at a high peak; the 2,374
registered in the fall semester included 664 in the
evening session. In English and foreign languages
there were fifteen teachers, with fourteen in social
science, seventeen in education, eighteen in science,
and twelve in fine arts. This did not include the
ROTC, laboratory schools, or staff.
Jacksonville State College offered a B.S. degree in
education, both elementary and secondpry, in
music, business, home economics, and physical
education; a B.S. degree with majors in biology,
business administration, chemistry, mathematics,
medical technology, and secretarial science (nonteaching); and an A.B. degree, including a major in
music with an academic minor. Pre-professional
training was offered in basic engineering, medicine,
veterinary medicine, pharmacy, law, and
agriculture. The M.S. degree program in education
was attracting many students.
Among the twenty-five replacements and additions to the faculty that fall was A. B. Hatch, Ph.D.,
Yale, in the foreign language department. Hatch
had also studied in Heidelberg, Germany, and at
San Carlos University, Guatemala. Also new was
Anatol von Spakovsky, Ph.D., University of
Yugoslavia, born in St. Petersburg, Russia, and
speaking five languages, who joined the sociology
department. An imminent parasitologist, Emmett
William Price, D.V.M. and Ph.D., George
Washington University, came to teach science.
Others in this impressive group were Frank Lovrich
in sociology, Carl E. Walker in business administration, Frances Callan, Arch F. Beckelheimer,
Christine Forrester, and Elinor Massoglia in
English, Esther S. Baab and Albert Singerman in
music, Gordon Mainland, Ph.D., University of
Texas, in science, and B. R. Hennes, Ph.D., University of Texas, and George Whatley in history.
Bobby Kennamer of Scottsboro moved into the
SGA president’s chair in 1957. Ottis Williamson of
Gadsden became vice president, and Deloris
Haynes, Section, secretary. Since that time, Bob

Kennamer, now a prominent businessman in
Jacksonville and Anniston, has been active in the affairs of this institution, supporting athletics, alumni
activities, and presently serving as a member of the
board of trustees of Jacksonville State University.
The year ended on a sad note, however. During the
Christmas holidays, Mildred Johnston, the head
librarian, died. Doris Bennett was appointed to head
the library at the beginning of the new year.
NEWSof April 2,1958, reports
The JACKSONVILLE
the celebration of the Jubilee Year of Jacksonville
State College at the alumni breakfast held in the
Terrace Room of the Tutwiler Hotel in Birmingham.
Professor Reuben Self, resplendent in whiskers and
a derby, reviewed the seventy-fiveyears of progress
of the college in a clever “state of the union”
message, a long amusing ballad written to the tune
“Sixteen Tons,” made popular by Tennessee Ernie
Ford. Only parts of ballad are included below:
Your mater is seated among the hills,
Has moved four times cross vales and rills,
But thru the years of up and down
Has occupied the same old town.
The name of my site, if know you will,
I s the staid old town of Jacksonville,
In time of old, a county seat,
Now an urb, both quaint and neat.

Malcolm Street receives recognition from Alumni
President R. P. Steed.

Self’s assistants wore appropriate costumes, and
Opal R. Lovett showed slides depicting scenes
dating from 1883. The alumni elected Katherine
Killebrew of Anniston as president; R. P. Steed of
Boaz, vice president; and Solon Glover, business
manager of the college, secretary-treasurer.
STARdescribOn January 8, 1958, the ANNISTON
ed The Order of the Three Keys as a new organization “composed of students who have pledged
themselves to raise academic standards and to
greater effort, collectively and individually.” The
first officers of the group were Henry Terry, Springville, president; Norman Alexander, Gadsden, vice
president; Sherry Croley, Kellyton, secretary; and
Barbara Keith, Fort Payne, reporter. President Cole
summed up the purpose of the new order thus: “We
want more eggheads and fewer fatheads.”
“Scholarship is contagious,” said the JACKSONVILLE NEWSof March 19, and went on to report:

My first abode was near the jail,
And next by the springs that never fail,
But now my beauteous hall display
atop a hill a mile away.
Some come in quest of fine career,
And others a spouse their lives to cheer.
There are those devoted to letters or art
But more are consumed with affairs of the heart.
From ’99 ’ti1 World War I1
Daugette did reign, all know ’tis true.
For a span over four decades
This great man ruled thru suns and shades.
One more exec’ we now extol,
Our matchless leader, Houston Cole.
He came to us in ’42,
Has ruled with hand both firm and true.
Two more celebs of fancy jeans
We honor here, our vaunted deans.
At first Dean Wood sat on the hill,
Now Theron, bold, asserts his will.
Our faithful teachers, what a clan!
The students love them, to a man.
Matchless service they have given,
Toward lofty pinnacles have striven.
To name a few is not discreet
When all belong to one elite
Of knowledge, truth and light So quick of wit, so erudite!
If this old ballad is weak and lame
Then William Calvert is to blame.
He writes the verses in our school
And everything conforms to rule.

,
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Last November students a t the college formed an
organization called “The Three Keys” . . . Tuesday
morning the Elementary School had the initiation of
its counterpart - the Key Club. The initiation of
these fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade pupils took
place in the auditorium of Kilby Hall under the
direction of Mrs. B. R. Hennes . . . . The impressive
ceremony began with the scribe, Bill Stone, welcoming the audience and reading the list of charter
members from a scroll, and Mike Deerman, the
trumpeter, blowing the fanfare. . . .

In the jubilee year, Dean Montgomery and
Business Manager Glover went to Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, as guests of educators there who were sending a group of students to Jacksonville for study
during the six weeks’ summer session. Forty-one

-Reuben Self
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Brazilian students enrolled in special classes in
English and in American history.
Brazil Day in Jacksonville was held on July 14.
Among the local people responsible for the successful celebration were H. Y. “Jack” Dempsey, Jr.,
Jack Boozer, Hazel Johnson, and Essie Longshore.
Dean Montgomery presented certificates to the
students completing the course, and the Brazil Day
account was read by Alabama Congressman Kenneth A. Roberts and placed in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD.
Travis Ivey of Piedmont, who had been blinded in
combat during the Korean conflict, joined Crawford
Pike of Dadeville, also sightless, to do their practice
teaching that year at the Talladega School for the
Blind. Both Ivey and Pike were elected to memberShip in WHO’S WHO IN AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES
AND COLLEGES.
Another impressive senior who did
practice teaching with them in the Talladega School
was Donna Thrasher of Scottsboro.
Professor Leon D. Willman became dean of
students in June 1958. He set up a guidance and
testing center in Bibb Graves Hall, and also opened
a counseling service for students and student
organizations.

New faculty members included two Ph.D’s from
the University of North Carolina, Margaret K.
Woodhouse in history, and Jackson W. Selman in
political science, and Arvella Payne, Ph.D., New
York University, joined the economics department.
The Southerners, Jacksonville State College’s
marching band, warmed up for the Golden Jubilee
celebration at homecoming. Again the legends,
romance, and progress of the school were depicted in
pageantry, and beards, old-fashioned frocks, and
other reminders were much in evidence throughout
Jacksonville.
Students entering the college in the 1959-60 year
had more financial assistance available than ever
before. In addition to numerous memorial gift
scholarships and individual loan funds-some
without interest-the National Defense Education
Act of 1958 provided loan scholarships for students
who planned to teach in the public schools or who
planned to study natural sciences, mathematics,
engineering, or foreign languages. The LoganWalker scholarships were available for Alabama
students of good character and academic discipline
who needed financial help.
These funds were handled by the Scholarships and

The Jacksonville State College band, 1952. The stadium and the band have changed over the years.
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Loans Committee, headed by E. Baskin Wright,
director of student personnel. Serving with him
were Lawrence R. Miles, who had become director of
admissions and registrar; Floyd Tredaway, assistant professor of business, and Effie Sawyer,
secretary to President Cole.
The college bulletin for this year listed this
average cost per student per semester.
16hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 40.00
Registration fee . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25.00
Books and supplies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .ZO.OO
Room and board per semester . . . . . . . . . . . ..196.00
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $281.00
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Some incidental fees were added, and the out-ofstate fee was $22.50 per student per semester or
summer session. The summer session, with classes
meeting six days a week, began on June 5 and ended
on July 30.
The top SGA posts were held by Joe Garner from
Hartselle, president; Don McMillan, Brent, vice
president; and Tressie Smith, Birmingham,
secretary.
Two outstanding seniors shared the COLLEGIANS
spotlight in November 1959, Mary Elizabeth Hubbard from Anniston and Joe Bob Lambert from
Alexander City. Miss Hubbard, a class beauty, had
belonged to the Writers’ Club for four years and was
an English major. Lambert, captain of the Jacksonville Rifle Team and holder of the Distinguished
Military Student medal, was a biology major.
In another issue of the school newspaper, Wanda
Roberts and Robert Brooks were honored. Miss
Roberts, also a class beauty, had been active in the
SGA and was elected to WHO’S WHO I N AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. She was majoring in
home economics. Brooks, a military student, was
director of Freshman Hall, active in intramural
sports and a member of the Future Business
Leaders of America chapter. Two other popular
seniors were Shelby Tankersley of Alexander City
and Bill Kinzy from Cedartown, Georgia. Both were
physical education majors, and Kinzy a Red Raider
halfback for the Gamecocks.
In January, 1960, the school mourned the death of
Walter A. Mason, head of the fine arts division. A
memorial scholarship hgs been established for music
students in his honor, and Mason Hall is named for
this outstanding musician and teacher.
Dean Montgomery announced plans for a twoyear self-study and evaluation of the college, one of
the first made in the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. Montgomery said that
outstanding people would be brought on campus as
consultants, and during the self-study a good hard
look would be taken a t every phase of the college
program.
This year SGA officers were Billy Anderson, Vinemont, president; Wayne Hilliard, Bessemer, vice
president; Ferrell Drummond, Roanoke, treasurer;
and Catherine Ann Dunaway, Hartselle, secretary.
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E d Fain began working in the business office in
1957, became director of auxiliary services, and
served until his retirement in 1980. Fain was responsible for the collection o f student loans; the college’s
default rate on student loans was among the lowest
in the nation.

Col. C. W. Daugette, Jr., of Gadsden succeeded
Gen. E. M. Almond of Anniston as chairman of the
International House Endowment Foundation at the
annual meeting on March 7, 1960.
A new program of teaching French and Spanish
from the first grade through college was launched a t
the elementary school this year, with Denise
Aurousseau, a popular International House student
from France, as one of the instructors.
At the annual alumni breakfast held in the Tutwiler Hotel in Birmingham, R. P. Steed, president of
the association, presented an oil portrait of President Houston Cole to the college. This portrait now
hangs in the office of the president in Bibb Graves
Hall. Clyde Westbrook, principal of Goodwater
High School, Goodwater, Alabama, succeeded Steed
as president of the association.
Lucille P. Webb, who served as manager of
veterans affairs from 1950 until 1957, returned in
1960 to manage that office and also became
secretary to the Student Loan Committee. Jesse Edward Fain of Piedmont joined the business office
staff, and his wife, Kathleen, later worked in the admissions office. Ed Fain, who became director of
auxiliary services, was a familiar figure at all of the
ball games. The Fains retired in 1980 and now live in
Piedmont.

Officers and county representatives of the Jacksonville State College Alumni Association. Front row:
Mrs. W. H. Cummings, Calhoun County; Hubert Street, Rockford, 1st vice president; Miss Mildred Marona,
Gadsden, 2nd vice president; Clyde Westbrook, Goodwater, president; Solon H. Glover, Jacksonville,
secretary-treasurer; Robert Dunaway, Clay County; (second row) Charles Boozer, Talladega County; Mrs.
Lamar Battles, Mrs. Mary T. Rogers, Coosa County; J i m Frank Clark, Chambers County; Mrs. Frank Robertson, Calhoun; Miss Beulah M e n , DeKalb; A. J. Bailey, Clay; (third row) J. W. Richey, Cherokee; George A.
Mitchell, Jefferson; Norman Parker, Etowah; Paschal King, Coosa; Thomas J. Richey, J. K. Gibbs, Marshall;
W. R. Black, Tallapoosa; Don Bulger, Talladega; Don Standridge, Cleburne.

The dedication of Patterson Hall. Left to right: President Cole, Gov. John Patterson, Mrs. Albert Patterson, Mrs. Pauline Glass, Mrs. Houston Cole, LaFayette Patterson, Col. Harry M. Ayers. The building is
named in honor of the late Albert Patterson.
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The school celebrated Governor’s Day on April 9,
1960. Governor John Patterson presented academic
letter certificates to seven students: Edna Moore
Brown, Jacksonville; Wayne Wilkinson, Jacksonville; Ivy Mitchell, Anniston; Shirley Pike, Heflin;
Ira M. Sherrard, from Canada; Carolyn June Kerr,
Gadsden; and Mary Jim Ingram, Pell City. The
news release mentioned that academic letters gave
scholars the same recognition accorded athletes who
receive letters.
“It was the governor’s first visit to Jacksonvillealthough he did fall in a college swimming pool at
the school when he was four years old,” the
GADSDEN
TIMESsaid.
Opal R. Lovett, teacher of visual aids and past
president of the state audio-visual organization, invented a new visual training aid in 1960. Instead of
the old flip charts, this new device allowed charts to
be pulled out of a rack.
President Cole presented life memberships in the
Ushers Club to Charles McCain of Roanoke and
James L. Keith of Fort Payne. This group serves as
ushers for large events held at the school. Another
award winner during this period was ROTC Cadet of
the Year, Johnny Van Cleave, a mathematics major.
Professor Emmett W. Price that year received a
grant of $10,800 for research in biology, to study
parasites on the gills of marine and fresh water fish,
a problem in fish hatcheries.
Under the supervision of Palmer Calvert, the
Jacksonville State Mermaids were featured in the
annual water show at the YMCA in Anniston on
July 21-22, 1960. Catherine Dunaway of Hartselle
led the 25-member group.
Howard Whitman, one of the nation’s leading
writers on human affairs, spoke to the Jacksonville
faculty and students on June 20, 1960. His topic,
“New Frontiers in Living,” took a sharp look at
America’s position in the world. A series of syndicated articles in the BIRMINGHAM
NEWS
generated special interest in his talk.
President Cole announced plans for additions to
the Ayers Science Hall and the library, as well as a
new men’s dormitory to be located on the north end
of the campus facing the Jacksonville-Gadsden
highway. Bids were opened for a new dining hall and
chapel, for a building program totaling $1.5 million.
Zenobia King Hill, a choreographer from Anniston, readied the Marching Ballerinas for the
homecoming football game with Troy State College.
The members of the 1916-1917 classes were reunited
at homecoming. Some of the returning Normal
School graduates were Cecil E. Harris; Dr. R. C.
Maxwell, captain of the football team; Mrs.
Daugette, wife of the former president; 0. B.
Thompson, president of the class of 1917;and Judge
G. Brittain, president of the class of 1916.
New faculty members this year included Ruth
Sinclair in art, Roland B. Skinner in geography, and
Earl R. McCool in psychology. The evening session

c.
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at the college was becoming an integral part of the
campus, and fewer students were veterans.
The fine arts division, in January 1961, began a
series of programs on “What’s New in the Creative
Arts?’’ under the direction of Robert B. Cantrick,
chairman. Cantrick, Ph.D., State University of
Iowa, came to Jacksonville in 1959 as a visiting
associate professor of music. The program included
discussion of music, performance, and art exhibitions.
The Masque and Wig Guild presented Arms and
the Man by George Bernard Shaw in February, with
William J. O’Sullivan, assistant professor of
English, as director.
A conference for the study of educational goals of
the 1960s was planned for March 4, 1961, with
educators and lay groups from all over the state participating. Frank R. Stewart, state superintendent
of education, opened the conference, and the
keynote speaker was J. W. Letson, superintendent
of Atlanta schools and a former Bessemer school administrator.
Frank R. Stewart, class of 1935, is another
Jacksonville graduate who became well known in
the field of education. A native of Piedmont, he was
a teacher, coach, principal, and superintendent of
county schools. Stewart was serving as an army
sergeant in the infantry in Europe when he was
elected superintendent of education in Cherokee
County. He had given his father a power of attorney
and the elder Stewart had qualified him for the race.
In 1959 he became superintendent of education, and
in 1961 was elected president of Troy State University where he served until his death in 1964. His
M.S. degree had been from Auburn, and in 1959 that
university awarded him the honorary Doctor of
Laws degree.
“Deaf Children Learn to Speak,” an article in the
GADSDENTIMESof May 21, 1961, noted “Mrs.
Hennes will conduct the fourth annual workshop
under the sponsorship of the Calhoun County Crippled dhildren and Adults Society beginning June 7,
for the training of teachers.’’ A photograph of Mrs.
B. R. Hennes, speech therapist in the Jacksonville
Elementary Laboratory School, and two children
who had learned to talk under her direction was
shown.
Roy Gibson, a member of the education faculty for
six years, retired in 1961 after fifty years as a
teacher in Alabama schools. His first job was in a
one-room schoolhouse, where he alternated between
teaching and attending Jacksonville State Normal
School. His wife, Vera Burleson Gibson, retired
from the elementary school here, and they moved
back to St. Clair County, where he had served as
county superintendent of education for seventeen
years. Professor Gibson died in 1981, and Mrs.
Gibson now lives in Pell City.
Lt. Col. D. J. Coleman, professor of military
science with the ROTC unit, left in July for duty in

Patterson Hall, the new men’s dormitory, was
named for the late Albert Patterson, attorneygeneral nominee and vice crusader who was killed by
an assassin’s bullet in Phenix City, Alabama. His
son, Governor John Patterson, his widow, Mrs.
Albert Patterson, and Lafayette Patterson, a
brother, were honor guests at the dedication.
College Appreciation Day was observed as both
Patterson Hall and the new Leone Cole Center were
opened. Jack Dempsey, postmaster, was town chairman of the program, and Mayor Frank Casey,
County Commission Chairman Dan W. Gray, and
Council Members Jack Boozer, Floyd P. Tredaway,
0. R. Deason, and Ed Young were also platform
guests. Also on hand were W. A. LeCroy, state
superintendent of education; J. J. Benson, member
of the state board of education; and Floyd Mann,
state public safety director. On behalf of the town,
Dempsey presented a silver punch bowl and service
tray to the college.
At homecoming 1961, 120 Normal School
graduates came for the first all-Normal School
reunion. In addition to former teachers Ada Curtiss
and J. W. Stephenson, some of the S N S graduates
attending were Lola B. McCullough, Auburn; Eva
B. McCullough, Nashville, Tennessee; Mrs. J. D.
Sturkie, Auburn; J. D. Samuels, Sylacauga; Pat
Steed, Anniston; and R. F. Samuels, Montgomery.
All three of the Treadaway sisters came-Pearl
Treadaway Jacobus, class of 1917, dietitian,
Decatur, Georgia; Jessie Treadaway Callaham, class
of 1925, Atlanta; and Ethel Treadaway, teacher,
Decatur, Georgia.
A reviewing stand was set up at the Magnolias
from which those who were students before the turn
of the century could view the homecoming parade.
Among those attending were Mrs. Lee Burton
(Mary Ramagnano) and Mrs. Henry Edwards
(Annie Stevenson), class of 1892; Emily Goodlett
and Mrs. C. W. Daugette (Annie Rowan Forney),
class of 1893; Mrs. M. A. Stevenson (Sabrina
Swope), and Mrs. George P. Ide (Margaret Borden)
who were students in 1896; Mrs. J. C. Steele
(Martha Weir), Mrs. 0. B. Myrick (Daisy Ward),
Mrs. A. P. Johnston (Mary Reynolds), and Mrs. J. J.
Arnold (Gertrude Arberry), all students of the early
years of the Normal School. Local alumni who arranged the events for the visitors were Mrs. F. S.
Tredaway (Louise Douthit) and Mrs. Homer Weaver
(Edith Nolen).
The self-study had been completed, and in October 1961, the evaluation team for the Southern
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools arrived on campus, with Rufus c. Harris, president of
Mercer University, as chairman.
Following the Southern Association’s evaluation
in the fall of 1961, there was an additional evaluation of the college by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education, formerly the
American Association of Teachers Colleges, in Oc-

Dr. David L. Walters of New Bern, North
Carolina, took over as the director of the
Southerners in 1961, a position he still holds.

Korea and was succeeded by Lt. Col. John Allen
Brock. Major W. N. Brown, assistant professor of
military science and tactics, also left Jacksonville
State College for a new assignment in Germany.
New faculty members in 1961 included David L.
Walters, from New Bern, North Carolina, who had a
master’s degree in music from Florida State University and took; over direction of the Southerners and
other musical groups; Ria Jane Chiepalich in
mathematics, Clyde J. McSpadden in science, Willodean Stephenson in business, and Martha Ann and
Mary Alice Whitt and Frank Rainwater, Ph.D.,
Vanderbilt, in English. Gerrye Clegg left the
English faculty to become director of housing and
counselor for women, and Pauline Glass, mother of
Christine Glass Triplett, joined the staff as director
of the new men’s dormitory.
As eleven hundred freshmen converged on the
campus that year, Dean Montgomery and Registrar
Miles commandeered walkie-talkies to keep control
of the scramble to provide classes and teachers.
President Cole passed on to the freshmen his
“7-8-9” formula for success-seven hours of work,
eight hours of sleep, and ni‘ne hours of other activities and recreation.
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Above - Governor George C. Wallace is shown
with S G A officers Mary Ann McCurdy and Gerald
Waldrop.
Above right - Senator James B. Allen speaking
to a banquet.

Right - When the telegram came announcing
Jacksonville State College had become Jacksonville
State University. President Cole was called at home.
He dressed hastily so he could make the announcement at the pep rally. Finally, he got the megaphone
away from Coach Blevins. The dressed-up football
players were ready for the challenge.
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Morris, was taking biology and.English in the summer session under the accelerated high school program.
The MIMOSA staff that year included some
popular campus personalities, Dale Dison, editor,
and David Moon, business manager. Some of the
others involved were Ron Wheeler, J u d y
Shanaberger, Wenona Jones, Catherine Burn, Jane
Hubbard, Mary Ann McCurdy, Lillian Haber, and
Lani Mainland. Many students worked on these productions every year, and this valuable experience
has escalated a number of careers. On July 2, 1970,
David Moon, class of 1964, landed by helicopter on
the front lawn of Bibb Graves Hall to present
scholarships in memory of Marvin Anders, one of
his history professors, and Geneva Stephens Pyron,
who gave him his first job in the business office at
Jacksonville.
The COLLEGIAN,on September 27,1963, mnounced the dedication of two new buildings: Mason Hall,
named for the late Walter A. Mason, and Rowan
Hall, named for Carrie P. Rowan, wife of Dr. John
F. Rowan and former housemother, who had retired
in 1960.
Governor Wallace spoke to an assembly of more
than two thousand at Jacksonville that fall, and
spent an hour around campus shaking hands with a
number of surprised and delighted students.
Students were also involved in a tragic national
event. In late November, the following notice was
circulated on the campus:

tober, 1962. To be accredited, an institution must
apply voluntarily, and meet the standards established for the preparation of teachers. The Teachers
Education Council at Jacksonville State College had
begun the self-evaluation three years before the
NCATE board’s visit and had merged into the selfstudy program for the Southern Association visitation.
The year 1962 ended with a tornado in December.
The twister took the roof off the new Leone Cole
Center and did considerable damage to Hammond
Hall, which was being remodeled at the time.
Students and faculty formed a mop brigade and
worked all night trying to save the floors and the
equipment in the new building. Trees were uprooted
and much damage was done at the stadium.
The state of Alabama had just been through a
historical political campaign, and George C. Wallace
became the fiftieth governor of Alabama on January
14, 1963. Increasing college enrollments were requiring more state funds.
In addition to expansion of the physical plant, advances were made in the curriculum in the fall of
1963, including extension and expansion of the accelerated program for high school students, which
would lead to advanced placement. Selected courses
could be taken by these students, and college credit
would be given for the work upon completion of a
semester’s work at the college. Basic engineering
and mathematics programs were revised in the light
of current trends, and a major in Spanish was added.
Opportunities for the evening undergraduate and
graduate students were enlarged.
Fifteen new faculty members came to Jacksonville in the fall of 1963. Among them were Martha
DuBose Howell, Ed.D., University of Alabama, in
the education department; Martha Poindexter
Williams in the materials bureau and library;
George R. Teague in foreign languages; J. L. Couch
in mathematics; and Evelyn McMillan, Ph.D.,
University of Alabama, in English. Additions to the
library staff were Kathleen Rambeau and Eleanor
Haywood, while Bayne Dobbins and Carl Anderson
joined the music faculty, and William C. Todd and
William L. Blair came to teach physical education.
Winna Faye Maxwell came to direct the home
management house, and Robert W. Foshee, to teach
business education,
Randall Cole was editor of the COLLEGIAN
in
1963, and serving with him were Todd Holman,
Clyde Davis, and William Ellis. Cole reinstated the
practice of editorials in the college paper, and today,
with a law degree from the University of Alabama,
he still listens to problems as a circuit judge in Fort
Payne.
In June, a new freshman arrived with his two pet
snakes, which he planned to house in his dormitory
room. The housemother changed his plans, however,
and the infant reptiles were relegated to a jar in the
biology department. This biology major-to-be, Bill

There will be a brief
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE
LATE PRESIDENT,
JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY
At 11:OO A.M.
Monday, November 25, 1963
Students are to assemble for the service on the
lawn between the flagpole and the dining hall.
All Pershing Rifle members and pledges are to
meet at the ROTC Building at 1O:OO Monday morning in full uniform.
In observance of the President’s death, classes
will be dismissed during the hours of 11:OO A.M. to
1:00 P.M. Monday. On Wednesday, November 27,
there will be no classes.
At 5:OO P.M. Monday, there will be a Retreat
Ceremony with the Scabbard and Blade Honor
Guard lowering the Colors.

In 1964, five Jacksonville State College seniors
received graduate assistantships: Stanley Martin,
of Anniston, at Tulane University to work toward
his master’s degree in bio-statistics (his brother,
Larry, had received a similar assistantship when he
graduated from Jacksonville in 1961 and received
his master’s degree at Tulane this same year);
Wayne Dempsey of Jacksonville, Jerald Abercrombie, Blountsville, ahd Martin L. Devenyns, Huntsville, in mathematics at the University of Alabama;
and Alvin Smoake of Jacksonville, in zoology and
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entomology at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville.
Larry Keener’s sports page in the COLLEGIAN,
February 24,1964, mentioned the basketball squad.
On behalf of the student body, faculty and administration I would like to thank the departing
seniors on the basketball squad. Ronnie Harris,
Wayne Ray, J. L. Bellamy, and Mitch Caldwell
played their last game before a home crowd against
Livingston State and turned in a fine performance
to remember long after they have joined the ranks of
Jacksonville alumni.

Ronnie Ray Harris, Ed.D., University of
Alabama, returned to teach in the physical education department in 1966 and is now head of the
department.
Also in the sports news was an editorial in the college newspaper on December 7, 1964.
Saying goodbye is never a pleasant chore, but it is
even more regretful to bid farewell to Dr. Salls, our
football coach. We realize he will still be around in
his new position but he will be missed in his familiar
place along the side-lines at Snow Stadium.

Professor Salls joined the education department
that year and taught until his retirement on August
31, 1981.
The first session of the Student Conference on
American Government, sponsored by political
science professors, was held in December of 1964.
Tony Normand, SGA president, welcomed high
school seniors from twenty-five schools to “the
friendliest campus in the South,’’and then reminded
them that “all should never stop giving thanks for
the freedom to meet and discuss government
unhampered by laws restricting our criticism of the
way our government is run.”
SCOAG chairman was Randall Cole, who
originated the idea for the annual conference. A. W.
Bolt had charge of programs, and Bobby Clotfelter
was treasurer. Others helping with this affair were
Larry Payne, Gail Waldrop, Mary Ann McCurdy,
Donna Browning, Barbara Smith, Joe Creel, Ronnie
Adams, Leon Morrow, Jim Wilson, and Pat
Goodhue.
Usually beginning on Friday and lasting through
the weekend, this annual conference attracts
outstanding high school students to the college campus. They meet prominent state and federal public
officials who discuss the role of the government and
the individual’s responsibility to become informed
about the affairs of the state and nation.
Christmas musical programs by the A Capella
Choir had by now become a traditional affair. Under
the direction of Professor Bayne Dobbins, the choir
still presents programs on campus and in Anniston
each year.
Music students also made headlines in January of
1965, when the Southerners went to Washington,
D.C., to march in President Lyndon Johnson’s inaugural parade. Martha Cole made cookies for the
132

members of the group who traveled by bus all night.
Governor Wallace rode in a convertible in front of
the band and made sure all of the viewers knew he
was proud of the Jacksonville State College band.
The Southerners was the only band in the parade to
get a photograph in the WASHINGTON
DAILYNEWS.
These were the days of Freddy Pollard of Gadsden,
the first student to direct the massed bands on
Band Day.
Other students mentioned in the news in early
1965 were Glenda Justice of Ider, Alabama, an
outstanding senior in secondary education, and
Martha Yancey, a talented soprano, who graduated
that year and was selected for WHO’S WHO IN
AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.
William E. Gilbert, assistant professor of history,
was appointed in February, 1965, to serve a threeyear term on the editorial board of the ALABAMA
REVIEW,a quarterly published by the Alabama
Historical Association.
The ROTC unit, under Lt. Col. John A. Brock, professor of military science, and Cadet Colonel A. w.
Bolt, was given a superior rating in all activities in
March that year, and Mary E. Henderson, secretary
to the department, was presented the Army Commendation Certificate for outstanding performance
by the Commanding General of the IV Army Corps,
an honor she had also received in previous years.
_- In the spring, the football Gamecocks came under
the supervision of Head Coach Jim Blevins and
assistant coaches Carlton Rankin and Ken Beard.
The spotlight in tennis was on team players John
Mann and Herschel1 Turner.
Head basketball coach Tom Roberson presented
Roger Pate and Bill Jones with plaques for being
chosen All-Conference basketball players. Pate was
second highest rebounder for the Gamecocks, and
Jones led the team in total points scored.
Two seniors graduating in May were mentioned in
the school news releases: Lani Mainland of Jacksonville, B.S. in secondary education with double majors in mathematics and chemistry and special
honors in mathematics, who was selected for WHO’S
UNIVERSITIES; and Lamar
WHO I N AMERICAN
Holley of Anniston, a major in business who planned to attend the New Orleans Seminary. The Masque and Wig Guild presented Auntie Mume, starring Carol Dunkin, Roger Porter, Alice Fulwilder,
Dee McCargo, and others.
In June, John Mann became president of the
SGA, with Tommy Monroe, vice-president; Mary
Jane Baker, secretary; and Randall Wolfe,
treasurer. The COLLEGIANstaff included Joe
Stahlkuppe, Cary Allen, and Bobby Clotfelter, who
was working on his master’s degree.
“State government is undergoing a revolution,’’
State Senator Pete Mathews, senate floor leader,
told Professor Edwin Van Keuren’s political science
class and other students, during a series of addresses by Alabama legislators during the summer

session that year. Lt. Gov. James B. Allen also
spoke to the students.
Mary L. Lowrey’s retirement as head of the home
economics department was announced. When she
came in 1949, there were about forty students in
that department; by 1965, there were 200 students
enrolled and a faculty of five trained economists.
More than 200 others had already received
bachelor’s and master’s degrees.
History professor Bernard R. Hennes, a Ph.D.
from the University of Texas who came to Jacksonville in 1957, died in 1965 after a long illness. Mrs.
Hennes donated her husband’s library of 350
volumes, including two first editions, to the school
library, and other volumes have been purchased
from memorial funds.
Dr. R. C. Maxwell, a retired dentist of Chattanooga, Tennessee, presented a thirty-two volume
set of rare books to the library. Maxwell, a Normal
School graduate, shared the presentation to
librarian Doris Bennett with his classmate, Louise
Dout hit Tredaway.
The enrollment increase in September brought
about over-capacity service in the dining hall and
crowded dormitories, and the building program was
moving rapidly to keep pace. The present Weatherly
Hall had been completed, and Liston Crow Hall, dormitory for men, was opened this fall. The building
program included a new cafeteria.
The school welcomed a new dean of women,
Miriam Jackson (now Higginbotham), who is still in
that position. Crowded rooms and a need for study
halls added to the usual problems facing a new dean.
The rules were changing, and the question of “coeducational TV watching” was under consideration.
Headlining the story “Jax State Has Largest
Faculty in its History,” the September 20, 1965,
COLLEGIAN
announced the following new faculty
members, many of whom are still teaching or have
retired only recently.

Miriam Jackson (Higginbotham), dean of women,
not only gets along with the women students, but is
also a friend of the ROTC cadets.

New staff members included Mary B. Allison,
secretary to the dean of students, and Clinton
Johnsey, assistant in the registrar’s office.
Elizabeth Franklin succeeded Nell Screven as
hostess in the coffee shop and the latter became
bookstore manager.
The college newspaper in October included a
photograph of gymnasts Jenny Holcome, Sarah
Coker, J o Ann Nelson, and Barbara Nelson, under
the direction of Gene Hanson.
In October 1965 President Cole announced plans
to construct a multi-million-dollar classroom
building and a library on land purchased from the
Martin estate. The property, consisting of 66 acres
and located across Pelham Road from the main campus, was purchased from J. Thomas Martin,
Jacksonville’s postmaster from 1934 to 1957, and
his nephew, Joe Martin Morris, of Birmingham. The
property was originally bought from the Indians in
1837 and had been in the Martin family more than a
hundred years. The stately antebellum home on the
property however, had seen happier days, for it had
been vandalized and finally burned. Martin Hall is
named for the Martin family.
The story of the Martin home was told in the BIR.
MINGHAM NEWS of March 25, 1969, under
“Alabama Amblings” by Jack Hopper. During the
War Between the States, a squad of Union soldiers
went to the beautiful Martin home to set fire to it.
Judge Thomas Benson Martin was serving as a
lieutenant colonel in the Confederate Army, but his
wife and children were a t home when the place was
searched. When the soldiers asked who owned the
Masonic regalia in an upstairs room, Mrs. Martin
replied that it belonged to the local lodge in which
her husband was a member. Thereupon, a guard was
posted to protect the house.

In English: Mrs. W. H. Aderholdt, William 0.
Chitwood, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Coy J. Garbett, Miss
Nell Griffin, Samuel 0. Hornsby, Jr., Clifford
Meyer, Mrs. W. C. Norton, David R. Richardson,
and Mrs. Gordon E. Wallace. Science and math:
Clarence Angelette, Hubert G. Barry, Howard L.
Brewer, Jerry A. Clontz, Miss Flora Clark, Ronald
L. Funderburg, Johnny L. Smith, and Troy F.
Walker. History and political science: John W.
Bayham, Ralph Brannen, Miss Josephine Rossiter,
Dr. Allen Stokes, and Worden Weaver. Business:
Donald R. Beason, John H. Collins, Charles W.
DeWulf, Billy Jean Fuller, Colin P. Heath, and
Thomas E. Shepherd. ROTC: Col. George D.
Haskins, Capt. Thurston E. Pike, Major James B.
Tomes, and Capt. John C. Turner. Music: Edward
Helms and Miss Rosemary Miniham. Foreign
Languages: Miss Margaret Ruth Hicks, George
Macioszek, and C. L. Simpson. Education: Dr.
Harry E. Rose and Joseph Mark Washington,
physical education; Mrs. Don Sowell, home
economics.
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“Exactly one hundred years after the Yankees
spared it, vandals burned the house,” the article
said.
Receiving the Mr. and Miss Jacksonville titles in
January, 1966,as being the two most representative
of all students, were John Mann and Barbara Smith.
Mann of Dalton, Georgia, was a senior in
mathematics, president of the SGA, and a star tennis player, and was listed in WHO’S WHO IN
AMERICANUNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. Miss
Smith, from Roanoke, Virginia, a senior, majoring
in secretarial science, was a junior class beauty and
an honorary colonel in the ROTC, and had been
selected for WHO’S WHO IN AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.
Mr. and Miss Friendly were Jimmy Purcell and
Mary Jane Baker. Purcell, a business major, was
state president of Phi Beta Lambda, a member of
the MIMOSAstaff and Circle K, and a talented performer and master of ceremonies, and was listed in
WHO’S WHO IN AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES. Miss Baker, a senior with majors in English
and history, was elected Miss Homecoming in 1965,
and was president of Sigma Tau Delta, national
honorary education sorority, and secretary of the
SGA.
The seventh dormitory for men was opened in
1966 and named for the late Governor Frank Dixon,
who had served in the state’s highest elective office
from 1939 to 1943. Two of his outstanding accomplishments were removing the state merit
system and the pardon and parole system from
politics by the setting up of state boards.
A question at this time was “Shall we let Greeks
in?” A poll of the students indicated 86.5percent of
the women and 89.6 percent of the men were in favor
of sororities and fraternities “because of additional
social life, school growth, and creation of school
spirit. ”
Along with this question, Joe Stahlkuppe, COLLEGIAN Editor, dealt with lack of entertainment for
students in Jacksonville, which resulted in a large
number of students going home on weekends.
Numerous suggestions were pursued in an effort to
eliminate the “suitcase college” label.
Dean Montgomery announced the appointment of
James A. Reaves as associate professor of education. Reaves was scheduled to receive his doctorate
in education from the University of Alabama that
summer.
Word was received in March that the U.S. Department of Health, Education, and Welfare had reserved approximately $300,000 for the college for
construction. Plans were underway to erect a
classroom building, library, and student commons,
and President Cole said these funds brought the
total approved for the year by HEW to $873,147.
April was a busy month. Religious Emphasis
Week featured Dr. Walter H. Judd, a congressman,
missionary, and physician, from Washington, D.C.
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An entertaining performance for the Festival of
Arts was presented by Tom Wheatley, class of 1953,
now holding a doctorate. Wheatley, from New York
City, gave the Masque and Wig Guild credit “for the
opportunity to develop his artistic interest, comparing the college’s personality to a parent who seeks
to foster and develop a child’s artistic growth,” the
COLLEGIANreported. Phil McMahan was elected
SGA president, and Billy Isom, business Manager
of the MIMOSA,was noted as “one of the busiest
students on campus.”
Making state news were Dean Montgomery and
several business students. Montgomery was elected
president of Alabama College Administrators. And
at the annual convention of college and high school
business students held at Jacksonville State College, Pat Davis of Orlando, Florida, a senior, was
named Mr. Business Executive, while Sanford Morton of Marion and Alice Walker of Jacksonville were
named Mr. and Miss Future Business Teachers.
Degrees were conferred upon 197 candidates in
May. In this class was Joe Allen Sims, Jr., of Birmingham, who received a B.S. degree in mathematics
and chemistry. Sims was one of fifteen ROTC cadets
throughout the nation to be awarded a two-year
scholarship for graduate study by the Department
of the Army, in his case for the study of nuclear
chemistry at Florida State University. He also
received the top ROTC award, the Third Army Certificate of Meritorious Leadership.
By 1966 the Jacksonville State College had added
courses in practically every department, particularly in French, Spanish, and German. A major in
political science was offered leading to a B.A.
degree, and new political science courses included
Governments of Latin America and Governments of
Afro-Asian Countries.
Average costs per student per semester had risen.
Total basic fees (7 or more hours) . . . . . . . . . $130.00
Books and supplies (estimated). . . . . . . . . . . . .40.00
Room and board per semester . . . . . . . . . . . . ,260.75
(non-airconditioned)
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $430.75

Cost per hour for undergraduate and graduate work
was $15.00,and the out-of-state fee was $75.00per
semester or summer session.
The college’s eighty-fourth year began with
crowded lines at registration, and the faculty reached 170 in number.
Martha Webster Simpson, with a Ph.D. in French,
a minor in German from the University of Grenoble
in France, and an unusual ability in art, joined the
faculty to teach German. Her husband, C. L. Simp
son, was assistant professor of French.
Other additions to the faculty were Christopher
H. Horsfield, with an M.A. from Duke University
and a Ph.D. from the University of Alabama, in
mathematics: Kenneth E. Landers, with M.A. and
Ph.D. degrees from Auburn University, in biology;

and John Walker McCain, Jr., Ph.D., University of
North Carolina, in English. Roland and Charlotte
Thornburg returned with Ed.D. degrees from the
University of Alabama, and L. G. Sanford, in
biology, completed his doctorate in the summer.
James A. Reaves had received an Ed.D. degree at
the University of Alabama and was appointed head
of the Graduate Division to succeed Reuben Self,
who had retired.
In the fall of 1966, Jack Hopper, an outstanding
journalism graduate of the University of Alabama,
who had been a member of the traveling BIRMINGHAM NEWS team that won the Associated Press
award for its coverage of the civil rights marches in
Selma and Montgomery, joined the staff as director
of public relations. Since 1971, Hopper has been administrative assistant to the president and director
of public relations.
At homecoming, Mattie Lois Snow (Mrs. Paul
Snow), a teacher in Birmingham with a master’s
degree from Jacksonville, was named Alumnus of
the Year. Homecoming Queen was Nancy Seiler,
with Jeannie Hicks and Sandra Ivey as alternates.
The Marching Southerners and ballerinas were invited to appear at the Atlanta Falcon-Baltimore
Colt football game in Atlanta, and again the band
performed over national television.
“The Law and Civil Disobedience” was the principal theme of the third annual SCOAG meeting.
Taylor Hardy from Gadsden was chairman of the
conference which featured Sander Vanocur, NBC
news comrnentator.
And the highlight of the year came when the
Alabama Legislature, through the efforts of Senator
A. C. Shelton and Representative Hugh Merrill,
designated Jacksonville State College as Jacksonville State University, with a bill passed in the 1966
Special Session of the Legislature and approved by
Governor George C. Wallace on August 31, 1966.
In accordance with this act of the legislature, the
Alabama State Board of Education designated
Jacksonville State College as the Jacksonville State
University on November 22, 1966, on the motion of
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Jack Hopper and President Cole.

Superintendent A. R. Meadows, seconded by Fred
Merrill of Anniston and adopted by unanimous
vote.
News reached the campus by telegram immediately, just in time for President Cole to make the announcement at a pep rally for the football team.
Winners of the Alabama Collegiate Conference title for three years, the Gamecocks were headed for
the Space City Classic bowl game in Huntsville.
Playing on a beautiful Thanksgiving Day to a
capacity crowd at the Space Bowl, the newest
university in Alabama won over Arkansas A & M
with a score of 41 to 80.

Governor George Wallace signs the act passed by the 1966 special session of the Alabama Legislature
authorizing the name change from Jacksonville State College to Jacksonville State University. Shown from
the left are Fred Merrill, member of state board of education, Representative Hugh D. Merrill, Governor
Wallace, and President Houston Cole.

136

CHAPTER SEVEN

Early Years of Jacksonville State University
From 1966 to 1971
After the name change to Jacksonville State
University had been passed by both the Alabama
Legislature and the State Board of Education, the
school remained under Board supervision until the
trustees for the university were appointed.
Members of the State Board of Education at that
time were Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, president,
Montgomery; Superintendent Ernest Stone, secretary and executive officer, Montgomery; Dr. James
D. Nettles, Arlington; Ed Dannelly, Andalusia;
Mrs. Carl Strang, Eufaula; Fred L. Merrill, Anniston; Victor P. Poole, Moundville; the Rev. Harold
C. Martin, Birmingham; William M. Beck, Fort
Payne; W. C. Davis, Fayette; and Cecil Word,
Scottsboro.
The first diploma bearing the Jacksonville State
University imprint was presented by President Cole
to Susan Carter of Sharpsburg, Georgia, at the
graduation exercises on January 20, 1967. More
than 100 new freshmen had enrolled in the spring
semester, and included among these first freshmen
of the university were John Schooner and Cherry
Worden of Huntsville and Janice Wilder of Birmingham.
These average costs per student per, semester
were listed in the 1967-68bulletin.
Total basic fees (seven or more hours)
Room and board per semester
(non-airconditioned)

between work and play, and between knowledge and
character. I t would equate life with beauty, achievement with happiness, and civic action with
freedom’s demands.

Our Objectives
1. To convey facts as a basis for thought.
2. To cultivate the will to work and the ability to
relax.
3. To add to the range of knowledge within the
framework of personal integrity.
4. To view life as an avenue leading to a world of
beauty, both near and far.
5. To instill the principle that happiness is a product of achievement.
6. To develop civic intelligence and a desire to perform the duties of citizenship in keeping with
local, national, and world demands.

$130.00
260.75
$390.75

Less than seven hours, $15 per hour, undergraduate
and graduate; out-of-state fee $75.

President Dau ette’s philosophy had included inspiring the stu ents to strive for excellence in
achievement, to equate mind and body, and to grow
in knowledge and character.
President Cole’s philosophy and objectives enlarged on the same ideas. The following excerpt was
written by President Cole for the school bulletin.

%

Our Philosophy
This institution aims at excellence by promoting in
its students a balance between facts and thought,
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Early in the 1966-67term, the first year of the
university, the students held a contest to select a
new name for the COLLEGIAN,then edited by David
Cory, and the name CHANTICLEERwas selected.
Part-time jobs for students accelerated under the
Work-Study Program. More than four hundred
students earned $1.25 an hour for a maximum of fifteen hours a week. More than forty percent of the
students worked outside of classes.
At the alumni breakfast held in March at the Tutwiler Hotel in Birmingham, Julia Snead of Centre
presided. Other officers were Roy Gibson of Pel1 City, first vice president; Ceburn Hulgan of Crossville,
second vice president; and Solon Glover of Jacksonville, secretary-treasurer,
In April, Terry Fain of Jacksonville received a
fellowship for graduate study in mathematics at
Vanderbilt and was selected for WHO’S WHO I N
AMERICAN
UNIVERSITIES
AND COLLEGES. Another
senior, Harold Hodges, received a National Defense
graduate fellowship to study Chinese philosophy at
the University of Iowa.
Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, Alabama’s first
woman governor, spoke at the May 27, 1967,
graduation exercises. Two hundred and eight
seniors received diplomas.

Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, Alabama's first woman governor, spoke at the
graduation exercises on May 27,1967. Two hundred and eight seniors received
diplomas.
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The first board of trustees of Jacksonville State University. Back row: Houston Cole, president of the
university; Dwain G. Luce, Mobile; Ernest Stone, state superintendent of education; C. W. Daugette, Jr.,
Gadsden; Paul Carpenter, Ashford; James D. Thornton, Huntsville; Bottom row; Hugh D. Merrill, president
pro tempore, Anniston; Charles “Pete” Mathews, Ashland. Mrs. Frieda Coggin, Birmingham; Mrs. C. T. Fitzpatrick, Montgomery; and Mrs. Madge Poole, Tuscaloosa.

On August 17, 1967, the regular session of the
Alabama Legislature passed an act creating a board
of trustees to manage and control Jacksonville
State University.
Under this act, the trustees are appointed by the
governor, by and with the advice and consent of the
senate, and serve for a term of twelve years, except
for the first appointments, one-third being chosen
quadrennially. Two trustees are selected from the
district in which the school is located and one from
each of the other districts in Alabama.
Section 2 of Act. No. 239 states:

The first board of trustees, appointed by Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, were Dwain G. Luce,
Mobile; Mrs. C. T. Fitzpatrick, Montgomery; Paul
Carpenter, Ashford; Charles “Pete” Mathews,
Ashland; Hugh D. Merrill, Anniston; Mrs. Madge
Poole, Tuscaloosa; Mrs. Frieda Coggan, Birmingham; C. W. Daugette, Jr., Gadsden; and James
D. Thornton, Huntsville. Ernest Stone was state
superintendent of education.
The student newspaper staff had been making
strides to qualify the publication for university
status from the standpoint of coverage and service,
as well as in professionalism and concept. The
staff in the fall of 1967 included
CHANTICLEER
students with journalism experience - Larry
Smith, editor; Norman Brown, associate editor;
Jerry Magnusson, circulation manager; Paul Merrill, feature editor: Danny Rountree, staff artist; Joe

The governor and the state superintendent of
education, by virtue of their respective offices, and
the trustees appointed from the several congressional districts of the state, pursuant to Section
1 of this act, and their successors in office ai-e constituted a body corporate under the name of
“Jacksonville State University.”
139

Serviss, photographer; and Martin Ennis, sports
editor.
September 1967 brought a record enrollment, and
twenty-two doctorates had been added to the
university staff.
“Since achieving university s t a t u s l a s t
November, Dean Theron Montgomery has searched
every part of the country for doctorate degree
holders,” the CHANTICLEERsaid.
New doctoral additions included Ronald C. Attinger, Peter Ford, Beumoni Espina, and Fred
Grumley in music; Harold Frey in business administration; Pu-Sen Yeh in engineering;Virgil Benson, Barry Cox, and Fred Allen Gant in chemistry;
Thomas Cochis in biology; Anne and Charles
Johnson and Martha Lois Smith in English; Calvin
and Patricia Wingo in history; A. B. Hatch, a p
pointed director of language laboratories, a new
post; and Jerry Bryan Wilson in philosophy.
The Greeks did come to the campus. In the spring
of 1967,Delta Chi, a men’s fraternity, organized a
colony under the sponsorship of Lee R. Manners,
head of the art department. This group was
chartered in the spring of 1968. The Epsilon Pi
Chapter of Alpha Xi Delta, a women’s fraternity,
was also organized in 1967 and was chartered in
March 1968. Hazel Hicks, assistant professor of
business, sponsored this group. Another men’s
fraternity, Alpha Tau Omega, was making plans for
organization in 1968.
Since that time, the following fraternities and
sororities have been colonized and granted charters:
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha, Delta Sigma
Theta, Delta Zeta, Kappa Alpha, Kappa Alpha Psi,
Kappa Sigma, Omega Psi Phi, Pi Kappa Phi, Phi
Mu, Sigma Nu, and Zeta Tau Alpha.
Two local historians were in the news in December
1967. The History of Marshall County, written by
Larry Smith of Albertville, and The Story of Scottsboro, by Jerry Gist of Scottsboro, were soon to be
published. Smith had returned to Jacksonville after
serving four years on the SAND MOUNTAIN
REPORTER,
an Albertville newspaper. He worked in
the public relations office and was editor of the
CHANTICLEER
during his school days and is now
director of financial aid. His wife, Brenda, also came
back to school for her bachelor’s and master’s
degrees.
The first Monday in June specified in the
legislative act as the annual meeting date of the
board of trustees, was in reality the beginning of the
university. The first meeting of the board of
trustees was held on June 3, 1968 in the conference
room of Bibb Graves Hall. Governor Lurleen
Wallace had died in May, and Governor Albert P.
Brewer was her successor. Governor Brewer was
unable to come to the meeting, but all of the other
members were present. The Oath of Office was administered by the Honorable Robert Parker, judge
of the Seventh Judicial Circuit of Alabama. Hugh D.
Merrill was unanimously elected president pro tem-

I
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Dr. Mary Margaret Williams, director of the
nursing school in its beginning years, became Dean
of the Lurleen B. Wallace School of Nursing, and
served until her retirement in 1980.

pore. The board approved the appointment of
Houston Cole as president of the university and
secretary of the board of trustees, and Solon H.
Glover was appointed business manager and
treasurer of the university.
The school of nursing had been added to the curriculum in the fall, 1967,session, and the board of
trustees designated at the first meeting that the
nursing school be named Lurleen B. Wallace School
of Nursing.
Construction plans were announced at this
meeting for the multi-story library, to be completed
in 1970. The exterior of the building was to be in
white Alabama marble.
State law enforcement officials came to Jacksonville to discuss the curriculum for the school of law
enforcement in the spring semester of 1968.Federal
funding became available, and the university added
its resources to help solve the growing problem
generally referred to as a “breakdown of law and
order.”
Mary Margaret Williams of Marysville, Ohio, was
appointed director of the Lurleen B. Wallace School
of Nursing in 1968.With a Ph.D. from Stanford and
vast nursing experience, Professor Williams began
the challenging work required to establish the nursing program at Jacksonville State University.
Alta Millican, head of instructional media since
1966, was named chairman of the newly created
Division of Library Science and Instructional
Media, the former head librarian, Doris Bennett,
having accepted a position at West Georgia State

College in Carrollton, Georgia. The 110,000 volumes
in the library soon were increased by funds from
federal grants.
Louise R. Clark, chairman of the department of
home economics, received a doctor’s degree in
education from the University of Alabama that
year. Col. Forrest 0. Wells became head of the 2,000
member ROTC upon the retirement of Col. George
Haskins.
The Alabama Federation of Women’s Clubs completed the $25,000 scholarship endowment for the
International House program, Mary George Waite
of Centre, president of the organization, presenting
the check to the university. Kitty Stone was chairman of the scholarship committee for the clubs of
Alabama.
Students enjoyed dramatic readings by faculty
members in Anders Hall that summer. Robert
Frost’s “Death of a Hired Man” was presented by
Dean Lawrence Miles and Professors Pauline
O’Brien, Charles Johnson, and George Teague.
Truman Capote’s “Among the Paths to Eden” was
another reading by Dean Miles and Professors Tom
and Sylvia Malone.
A historic city election made the news in
September 1968 when Theodore Fox, a fifty-fiveyear-old school teacher and great-great-grandson of
a slave, became a city councilman in Jacksonville.
Fox was born and reared in a house on the fringe of
the town square and was the first black to be elected
in a predominantly white community in Alabama.
Frank Sikora said in a BIRMINGHAM
NEWS
magazine article:
A teacher at Cobb High School in Anniston, FOX
had a reputation among the educators in JSU,
where daughter Sydney seeks a major in music . . . .
However, he was supported by all segments, merchants, housewives, salesmen and businessmen and
some of the blue-collar workers. At the same time
the “old guard” lent him their support because he
was an “original,”a native of Jacksonville. Some of
the support came from the United Daughters of the
Confederacy . . . . Fox was well-known, well-liked,
and qualified for the job, it was time to override the
race barrier.

Fox still serves as a member of the Jacksonville
City Council.
The Dance Company, organized in the fall
semester of 1968 under the direction of Dariusz
Hochman, featured talented Cindy Church, who was
trained in classical ballet. Of this dance section, a
part of the physical education department, Palmer
Calvert, department head, said, “A major goal of all
physical activity is to move efficiently with grace,
dignity, rhythm and poise. The dance, in particular,
lends itself to such development. ” Under the direction of David Walters, a musical ensemble participated in the December program, and Rudolph
Lass played the piano solo “Barccarola” by Chopin.
Other fall entertainment included the Masque and
Wig Guild play, THE CHINESEWALL, by Max

The COLLEGIANcarried news of the 1968
Christmas party for children whose fathers were
serving in Vietnam. The children’s favorite guest at
the Christmas parties of 1967 and 1968 was Robert
H. Robinson, a student from Birmingham.

Frisch. The play was under the direction of Janet
LeFevre in the English department, and the three
main characters were Kim Dobbs of Anniston,
Terry McFall of Oxford, and Jim Tidmore of
Moundville, Alabama.
At homecoming, 1968, the 172-piece Southerners
performed. When organized, the marching band had
had only forty-five members. Now, some two hundred Jacksonville State graduates were band directors in the Southeast, and these were the honor
guests. Jeanie Bailey of Birmingham was Miss
Homecoming, and of course, the Gamecocks won.
A number of waiting wives had stayed in Jacksonville until their husbands returned from Vietnam.
The band and Ballerinas went to Birmingham to
march in the Veterans Day, 1968, parade, and again
at Christmastime, Jacksonville State University
students provided a thousand toys for the three
hundred children whose fathers were in Vietnam.
The October 1968 ALUMNUS
summarized the second year of the Alumni Association under the
directorship of Julia Snead. Active membership was
increasing and the President’s Club was organized.
A montage of buildings planned or under construction was presented, the new board of trustees was
introduced, and Dean Theron Montgomery’s plans
for rearranging the academic structure indicated a
bright future for the upsurging student population.
Dean Montgomery’s statement was published in
the ALUMNUS.
The University will move this fall into academic
reorganization to facilitate the cohesiveness and
flexibility essential to the university philosophy.
The first major step will be the rearranging of the
academic structure with the nucleus of the university being the College of Arts and Sciences. Within
the tradition of great universities, the college of arts
and sciences offers the broad, general atmosphere
for creative thinking and intellectual development.
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A news release on March 5,1969, carried the president’s announcement that Jacksonville State
University was opening the new $1.5 million student commons. The building features classrooms,
offices, a study area, a recreation area, and a snack
bar. This building was named in honor of Theron E.
Montgomery, Jr., by the board of trustees at the annual meeting of the board held on October 15,1979.
Also in March of 1969, the Student Conference on
American Government invited Senator Edmund
Muskie, vice-presidential nominee for the
Democratic Party, to speak. State Representative
Hugh Merrill of Anniston and Circuit Judge A. B.
Cunningham of Gadsden joined the Senator from
Maine on the program. Again, high school leaders
from over the state came to learn about the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of
American government.
Governor Brewer came to Jacksonville for the

President Cole’s idea for recognizing classroom
teachers with a Hall of Fame was announced on
February 4, 1969, and plans for the Teachers’ Hall
of Fame at Jacksonville State University, “to show
appreciation for the classroom teachers’ dedication,
hard work, and performance,” were under way.
Beginning in 1970, each county and city school
system would be asked to nominate a candidate, and
a state winner would be selected in both elementary
and secondary areas by judges not associated with
education.
Under the direction of John R. Stewart since its
inception, the Hall of Fame has presented each recipient with a plaque, and all names have also been
placed on a permanent plaque in the Houston Cole
Library. Thirteen elementary and thirteen secondary teachers from all over the state have now been
inducted into the Jacksonville Teachers’ Hall of
Fame.

Setting up nomination procedures for the Teachers Hall of Fame at Jacksonville State University, 1969.
Standing, Dr. James A. Reaves, W. t: Lewis, Jr., Dr. Greene Y. Taylor, and Dr. George Layton, chairman.
Seated, Mrs. Walter Lee and Dr. Houston Cole.
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board of trustees’ meeting on April 18, 1969. This
day was also Governor’s day on campus, and
Brewer presented the first certificates in the new
department of law enforcement, which had begun
during his administration.
A new look in campus security took place in April
1969, when two Ballerinas donned policewomen’s
uniforms. Security Chief James Jackson gave them
authority to write tickets and do anything
necessary to enforce the law. Policewomen could
also enter a girls’ dormitory without running into
the same problems a man would encounter, Jackson
pointed out.
Today there are three women on the campus police
force: Police Officers Glenda Brazzil, Susanne
Grimes, B.S. in criminal justice, and Pearl Williams,
M.S. in criminal justice. Virginia Sartain, secretary
to the chief of security since 1970, handles a position
that becomes incredibly hectic at times.
The chief and eight male officers complete the
force. Jessie Williams joined the force in 1968, and
John Maurer and Johnny Marquis have served in
security for over a decade. Sergeant Charles Brindle,
studying for a B.S. in criminal justice, Ricky Yell,
M.S. in criminal justice, Gregory Dempsey, Jeffrey
King, and Arner McDaniel are staff officers.
James Murray became chief in 1970 and served
until 1981, when David Nichols came to head campus security. Chief Nichols, a former police chief at
the University of Montevallo and Middle Tennessee
State University, has also been a high school
economics teacher and a deputy sheriff.
The ROTC became a cause of dissent on college
campuses during 1969. With rumors about a
volunteer army, there was a question as to whether
or not ROTC training should be compulsory. Only
the last two years of ROTC at Jacksonville were
then voluntary.
“Freedom is not freedom from restraint, ” President Cole said at the time.
Although ROTC is not compulsory now, Jacksonville State University still gives serious consideration to the training of military officers.
In 1969, the SGA was instrumental in a modernization program on campus, where enrollment had
by now exceeded five thousand. Seven hundred
students hooked up for private telephone service,
and refrigerators were provided on a rental basis
from the SGA. President Steve Gurley and the other
officers of the SGA, David Kinsaul, Barbara
Starnes, and Phyllis Cook, worked with the school
administrators and the telephone company to provide these new services in the dormitories.
“Jumping Jax” was the homecoming theme that
fall. Two buildings were dedicated, Salls Hall, the
athletic dormitory, and Anders Hall, formerly the
“Round House.” Coach Wedgeworth, having served
as head coach in three major sports, was honored for
athletic achievement. Coach Salls had taken the
football team to four bowl games and developed
eight Little All-American players at Jacksonville.

President Houston Cole and Senator John
Sparkman of Huntsville look over the campus from
the top of Sparkman Hall. The Houston Cole
Library is in the background.

Upon Coach Wedgeworth’s retirement, Rudy Abbott, in addition to his responsibilities as sports information director, assumed the position of head
baseball coach.
The school announced on November 12,1969, that
annual perpetual awards would be given to outstanding seniors by Colonel and Mrs. C. W. Daugette, Jr.,
Mrs. Annie Forney Daugette, Mrs. Kathleen
Daugette Carson, Mrs. W. J. Calvert, Jr., and the
First National Bank of Jacksonville.
The graduating senior most outstanding in
character and excellence receives the Clarence
William Daugette medallion and gift. Other awards
include the Annie Forney Daugette medallion and
gift to the outstanding graduate in art, talent, and
character; the General John H. Forney award, given
to the senior who has distinguished himself
academically in the field of military science; and the
Mary C. Forney award, to the outstanding graduate
in education.
Colonel Daugette said the purpose of the annual
awards was to encourage quality and excellence, to
develop ambition and desire to succeed, and to encourage efforts to achieve high goals in character
and development. The first medallions and gifts
were awarded in the spring of 1970.
As the university was growing in population and
buildings, the term “Jumping Jax” was appropriate
to describe the campus. A new nine-story dormitory
for women, named for Ivo Sparkman, wife of
Senator John Sparkman, provided rooms for 428
women. Merrill Hall, a classroom building, was to be
completed the next year, and the construction contract on the library, the tallest academic building in
Alabama, was awarded. This library would house
three million volumes and would have an electronic
hookup with the Library of Congress. Plans were
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Ivo Sparkman Hall.
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Mrs. Annie Forney Daugette, the “mother of the institution, ” received an
honorary Doctor of Humanities degree at the spring graduation in January
1970. Mrs. Daugette was 94 years old.

an honorary Doctor of Laws degree on this occasion.
Miles, a member of the English faculty in 1947, had
been elevated to the post of registrar three years
later, and in 1957, was designated dean of admissions.
Professor Mary Lucile Chapman was notified of
an honorary award this year and was listed in the
1970 NATIONALREGISTERO F P R O M I N E N T
AMERICANS.
Professor Chapman, who had received
her M.A., and Ph.D. degrees from the University of
Kentucky, had joined the history department at the
university in 1962.
Christa Hill, from Roanoke, an ROTC sponsor and
honorary cadet lieutenant colonel, became the first
woman in Jacksonville State University’s history to
be commissioned through the ROTC program, when
she became a lieutenant in the Army Medical
Specialist Corps. Designed to attract qualified dieti-

also announced for the new sports complex to be
built in the 1970s.
In the boom years of the 1960s at the university,
buildings representing a total of $13,179,000 in construction were completed.
At the 1970 spring graduation, “the mother of the
institution” was presented with an honorary doctorate in humanities.
For seventy-one years, Mrs. Annie Forney
Daugette has been laboring for the loving Jacksonville State University,” the BIRMINGHAM
NEWS
reported on January 25, 1970.
The citation said of the 94-year-old matriarch,
“Although the calendar of time has relegated her to
the physical shadows, her spirit is as active and pervasive as ever.”
Lawrence R. Miles, dean of admissions, received
I6
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1. Ernest Stone Performing Arts

Center

2. William and Palmer Calvert
Amphitheater

3. Hugh D. Merrill Hall - College of

Commerce and Business Administration
4. Albert P. Brewer Hall - College
of Criminal Justice
5. University Field - Baseball
6. Lurleen B. Wallace Coliege of
Nursing
ROTC
7. Charles C. Rowe Hall
8. Martin Hall College of Science
and Mathematics
9. Houston Cole Library
10. College Apartments
11. University Club and Alumni
House
Roebuck House
12. Jac ksonviIle Laboratory High
School
13. Juiian W. Stephenson Gymnasium
14. Theron E. Montgomery Jr.
Building
Student Commons
15. J. 0. Hammond Hall Art
Department
16. James M. Anders Hall Round
House
Administra17. Bibb Graves Hall
tion and Computer Science
Biology
18: Harry M. Ayers Hall
and Psychology
19. President’s Mansion
20. Clarence W. Daugette Jr. International House
21. Nannie E. Logan Hall Men’s
Dormitory
Men’s
22. J. Frank Glazner Hall
Dormitory
23. Ivo Sparkman Hall Women’s
Dormitory
College of Educa24. Wood Hall
tion
25. John W. Abercrombie Hall
Men’s Dormitory
26. Jack Hopper Dining Hall
27. Leone Cole Auditorium
28, Clarence W. Daugette Hall
Women’s Dormitory
29. New Dormitory Women’s
Dormitory
30. Paul Snow Stadium
31. Gamecock Field House
32. Campus Inn Apartments
33. Donald J. SaHs Hall Athletic
Dormitory
34. Ada Curtiss Hall Women’s
Dormitory
35. Florence Weatherly Hall
Women’s Dormitory
36. Carrie P. Rowan Hall - Women’s
Dormitory
37. Henry Clifton Pannell Hall Women’s and Visitors’ Dormitory
38. Walter A. Mason Hall - Music
39. Heating Plant

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

51. intramural Fields
52. Track
53. Penn House Apartments
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didn’t. Instead he went out of his way to transform
the growing up process into a feeling of arrival.
Nobody wanted to pull the ivy from the walls after
that. They wanted to see more of it growing.

tians and physical therapy graduates, this Army
program was a natural for this home economics major.
As 381 seniors graduated in May 1970, the board
of trustees surprised President Cole with an
honorary Litt.D. degree “in recognition of his devotion to the institution during the past twenty-eight
years, and for his dedicated service to the state and
nation. ”
The multi-million-dollar library was now moving
upward story by story, and Mrs. H. A. Rowan, a
next-door neighbor, watched the progress daily. She
kept her binoculars handy and enjoyed keeping up
with the construction work. This “unofficial
foreman’’ is still interested in the activities next
door and all of the programs and progress of the
university.
Construction of the Albert P. Brewer Hall for law
enforcement was announced in May of that year. Included in the plans was a crime laboratory to serve
this area of Alabama.
Work also progressed on the business administration building, which was dedicated on September 13,
NEWSof August 9, 1970,
1970. The BIRMINGHAM
described the Fountain of Learning located in the
lobby of the building:

At the October 19, 1970, meeting of the board of
trustees, a Select
ttee composed of the
Executive Comm
board and one other
board member was a pointed to screen applications
for the presidency o the university.
Seven schools within the university were a proved by the board at the October meetin Re acing
the departmental divisions would be t e Sc 001 of
Librar Science, the School of Arts and Sciences,
the Sc 001 of Business Administration, the School
of Education, the School of Law Enforcement, the
School of Nursin , and the Graduate School. The
name of Ayers all was changed at the October
meetin also - in 1954 the building had been named
for T.
Ayers, and the name was now changed to
honor Harry M. Ayers, his son.
The first Master of Business Administration
degree was received by Robert Trathen at the
December graduation, and four graduates received a
Master of Science in Guidance for the first time.
Following the recessed meeting on October 19,
1970, the board of trustees reconvened on
November 23, 1970, in the offices of the FitzpatrickChambers Corporation, Montgomery, Alabama.
The Selection Committee, Mrs. C. T. Fitzpatrick,
C. W. Daugette, Jr., Pete Mathews, and Hugh D.
Merrill, recommended the employment of Ernest
Stone as president and Theron E. Montgomery, Jr.,
as vice-president for academic affairs, a new post
prompted by the growth and the development of the
new schools of the university. At this meeting,
Ernest Stone was elected unanimously to succeed
President Houston Cole, and Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., was elevated from dean of the university to vice-president for academic affairs.
As the end of the year approached, some members
of the staff presented the retiring president with a
rocking chair. His surprised reaction was, “Whose
idea was this?”
“You can blame all of us,” Julia Snead replied,
‘Why? ”
“Because I still have a couple of days before I
retire, and that’s enough time to fire all of you.”
This response was only half in jest, because he
still comes to his office in the Montgomery Building
every day. He delights t
udents, particularly the
sons and daughters of
r graduates, when they
go by to see him. President Emeritus Houston Cole
is still interested in and involved with his university
Appropriately, Coach Charley Pell’s football team
that year went through an undefeated season and a
bowl triumph, winning the Orange Bowl Classic in
Miami in December. Yes, the Gamecocks made sure
President Houston Cole, after twenty-eight years,
could retire in glory on December 31, 1970.
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Senor Vincente Rodilla and a team of ten artists
from Valencia, Spain, designed this forty-four foot
high mosaic in the lobby of the new $2 million Merrill Business Administration Building at Jacksonville State University. The figure of a slender young
man represents the student who drinks from the
fountain of learning. As he drinks, the false and unworthy - represented by tumbling, disorganized
colors at the right - fall away, and he perceives the
shining fundamental values of truth.

The business administration building was named
in honor of Representative Hugh D. Merrill of Anniston, who was instrumental as a legislator in
changing the name and status of the school from a
teachers’ college to a state college to a university.
Merrill was also president pro tempore of the board
of trustees from 1968 until 1980, the first twelve
years of the university.
Although the year 1970 had involved much
change and progress, deaths and retirements at the
university brought a somber and reflective fall.
Solon Glover died in November, and Baskin
Wright, director of financial aid for twenty years,
retired in the fall of 1970. Earlier in the year, in
April, Professor Marvin Anders had passed away,
and Geneva Pyron in the business office had died in
June. Professor Douglass Olsen had retired in May.
Innovative and enterprising students of change
had tried out a number of ideas on Houston Cole
over the years. When news of the president’s retirement came, Jim Bennett, class of 1961, writing for
the BIRMINGHAM
POST-HERALD
in August, 1970,
said:
He could have booted out half the school but he
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The S G A officers of 1970 presented President Cole with a plaque just before his retirement. On the far
right is Dr. Walter L. Ogilvie, professor of economics and advisor to the SGA.

President Houston Cole went to Miami for the Orange Bowl Classic in December 1970. The Gamecocks
made sure this president would retire in glory. Capt. Bubba Davis, Alabama Department of Public Safety, is
shown on the right next to the driver.
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President Ernest Stone
1971-1981
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ERNEST STONE
1971-1981
A college demee is the best calling card when you
are appiying-for a job.
-Ernest Stone

Going to college was not easy during the depression of the 2930s. This son of Samuel W. and Belinda
K. McDaniel Stone grew up on Sand Mountain in
DeKalb County, Alabama, and he knew about hard
work. The youngest son in the family also learned
how to get along with others at an early age.
Sometimes, in fact, he was able to avoid the usual
consequences of not-so-good behavior because of his
natural political ability.
Ernest Stone worked in the West Side Drug Store
on the Square while attending Jacksonville, and
often this likeable lad was invited home with his
boss, Hoke A. Rowan, to have dinner, a welcome
supplement to his usual fare. He also swept floors
and sometimes studied in the bathroom late at night
when the lights had to be turned off in the rooms.
Through working hard and getting along with people, Stone was gjraduated from Jacksonville State
Teachers Colleg in 1933.
“Country” St?, as he was called in college, did
not have much trme for socializing, but nevertheless
managed to attract one of the school’s beauties.
Kitty Gunn was studious and popular and involved
in several school organizations. Their courtship
began in Jacksonville, and a year after graduation,
they were married on August 18,1934.
I n addition to a B.S. degree from Jacksonville
State Teachers College, Stone received B.A. and
M.A. degrees from the University of Alabama, he
has studied at Michigan State University and Columbia University. He has an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree from Samford University, as well as
from the University of Alabama and Jacksonville
State University.
Administration has been paramount in Stone’s
educational experience. His first job was as principal of Kilpatrick Junior High School in DeKalb
County, Alabama He then became principal of the
Crossville High School and moved on to the
superintendency of the DeKalb County Schools.
After serving in the United States Navy, he came
to Jacksonville to teach in 1946.He worked as extension director for the college for a number of years

and then was made director and superintendent of
the Jacksonville Laboratory Schools.
Whether his nickname “Rocky”at the high school
was wholly complimentary is debatable. A number
of high school students have vivid memories of personal contact with the superintendent. B u t
sometimes a beautiful friendship developed after a
rather distressing visit to his office.
With a leave of absence from the college, Stone
entered the political race for state superintendent of
education, and won with an overwhelming majority
of the votes. No doubt experience and maturity, added to his innate ability, led to this victory in the
political flank of education.
These were the desegregation days in the public
schools of Alabama, and the superintendent spent
much of his time in court. B y virtue of his office, he
also served as a member of the board of trustees of
the public universities in the state. Finishing the
four-year term of office in 1970,Ernest Stone came
back home to become the eighth president of
Jacksonville State University on January 1, 1971.
Kitty Stone was also making progress in the
elementary education field. She directed the
Jacksonville Elementary Laboratory School, one of
the best-regarded elementary schools in the area
Their son Bill attended the Jacksonville schools,
and was commissioned in the United States Army
when he was graduated from Jacksonville State
University. Bill Stone and Sandra McCurdy from
Jacksonville, childhood sweethearts, went to school
together in Jacksonville, and were married while
they were in college. I n the 1970s Bill Stone and his
family came back to Jacksonville, where he was an
ROTC instructor and finished his M.B.A. at JSU.
School days now involved the whole family.
Sandra Stone completed her second master’s degree
at this institution, and the children, Staci and
Steven, attended elementary and nursery school.
When “trick or treaters” at Halloween time came
to President Stone’s office, of course Gramps let
Steven play host. No tricks were necessary, and
Steven looked after his own interests with expertise.
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Teachers. I n the seventies he served as chairman of
the Alabama Council of University Presidents and
as president of the Gulf South Athletic Conference.
A significant landmark was his induction into the
Alabama Academy of Honor in 1973,and in 1981 he
was decorated by the Secretary of the A r m y for
distinguished civilian service.
The university, during the seventies, grew in size
and recognition. The annual budget had reached
$16,966,000,and the campus area was over three
hundred acres. In 1981,sixty percent of the university’s 264 faculty members held doctorates.
Ten and a half years as president of Jacksonville
State University culminated the professional career
of Ernest Stone, but not his individual efforts in p e r
suading young people to get a college education.
Since June 30, 1981, President Emeritus Ernest
Stone has kept in touch with acquaintances all over
the state, and is an able ambassador for the school
where his heart has been since the 1930s.

Little brother Jeffrey was soon to gain a lot of
valuable knowledge from his big brother.
President Stone is not only generous with his
grandchildren, but is also well remembered for his
liberality in dealing with university students. Rarely did a sad story or problem reach him last; his office was the first place students came. Occasionally
he would not bend the rules, but tears usually produced a solution, sometimes to the consternation of
a teacher or administrator.
Many honors have come to Ernest Stone, for his
services in the field of education go beyond his occupation. H e served as president of the Alabama
Education Association in lM7-48, and received
Alabama’s Most Promising Educator’s award in
1948.In 1950 he was appointed by the United States
Government to study education in the Marshall Aid
countries, and in 1969 to make an assessment study
of education in Japan, India, and Israel. He received
the first citation awarded for outstanding services
to youth by the Alabama Congress of Parents and

The Ernest Stone Performing Arts Center was named for the president of that decade of Jacksonville
State University’s history, President Stone is shown in the foreground.
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Katharine G. Stone
Presiding over the president’s home at Jacksonville State University during the decade o f the
seventies, Kitty Stone added a warm element to her
husband’s presidency. From student at the State
Teachers College to principal of the Kitty Stone
Elementary School to first lady of the university,
she has traveled with talent and dedication.
This educator and administrator has many accomplishments. Her innovative teaching methods
and her work with the speech and special education
program and the library learning center at the
elementary school have added to the progress o f
elementary education. Her services to the Alabama
Department of Education, the Alabama Federation
of Women’s Clubs, and the Alabama State Association of Parliamentarians have also produced results.
The Kitty Stone Endowment Fund for scholarships
for graduate study at Jacksonville State University

was established by the Alabama Federation of
Women’s Clubs in 1969. She helped to raise from
A F W C members a $25,000 trust fund for perpetual
scholarships in the International House program.
A s a registered parliamentarian, her services have
been many.
Honors given to Kitty Stone from this university
are the Alumnus of the Year award in 1969 and an
honorary Doctor of Laws degree in 1974. The city
school board named the elementary school in her
honor in 1982, and other recognition has come to this
Jacksonville graduate who also has a master’s
degree in administration and supervision from the
University of Alabama.
Kitty Stone has entertained all visitors in the
president’s home with charm and dignity, and she is
always alert to the needs of her community and
friends in Jacksonville.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

The Decade of the Seventies From 1971 to 1981
The new president was no stranger when he came
to the top post at Jacksonville State University on
January 1, 1971. Serving as state superintendent of
education for four years had given Ernest Stone an
opportunity to view school programs and problems
at all levels. The public schools had been in the integration process, and as superintendent, he had
served as a member of the board of trustees at
Jacksonville since the school had become a university. His affiliation with JSU had begun in 1946. He
had been on leave to serve as superintendent of
education, and could have returned as superintendent of the city laboratory schools. Kitty Stone was
principal of the elementary laboratory school, and
their home was in Jacksonville.
The sixties had been characterized by changes in
student behavior and interests in college, and the
new administration was to face some of these differences.
The first change came in January, with the appointment of Charles C. Rowe as business manager.
Miriam Haywood had been serving as acting
business manager since the death of Solon Glover in
November 1970, and she remained as assistant
business manager, later becoming director of personnel services.
Rowe, a native of Boaz, Alabama, left the position
of assistant budget officer in the State Finance
Department in Montgomery to come to Jacksonville. Following his graduation from Auburn University in 1957, Rowe had served in the U. S. Army until 1960.
In February, students, through the SGA, asked
for changes in curfew hours for women. President
Stone met with the Dean of Women and other administrative officials, and the rules were relaxed.
Freshman and sophomore women’s curfew hours
were changed from 10 p.m. to 11 p.m. Sunday
through Thursday, and from 12:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. on
the weekend. Senior women over twenty-one years
of age or with written permission from parents were
allowed a key to the dormitory.
President Stone said, “It is understood that these
regulations may have to be altered where students
are failing in their academic work. Our main concern
is quality living and quality learning.”

Although this action gave the students reason to
feel their case had been heard, the new rules were
not easy to implement, and the president heard from
concerned parents who opposed the changes. When
keys were lost, the cost of changing the locks was
passed on to the students involved. This action failed to solve the problem, and then combination locks
were installed. Today, security officers, as well as
assistant directors, are on duty in the women’s dormitories.
Adding to the dilemma was the situation in the
men’s dormitories. They had no curfew, and the
women students complained about unequal treatment.
Basil Penny wrote an article in the ANNISTON
STARabout the new Student Government Association president, Kwang Nam Edeker from Korea,
saying that this completed another chapter in
Edeker’s Americanization. Edeker came to America
at fourteen in 1963 and was naturalized in 1968. The
article included Edeker’s remarks, “I became an
American when I accepted its way of life and began
to love it as my country. ’’ Edeker was in Advanced
ROTC and became a second lieutenant in the United
States Army.
Les Coleman of Mobile, Fred Asbell of Birmingham, and Phyllis Clark of Decatur were in charge
of the 1971 Student Conference on American
Government for high school students. William A.
Rusher, publisher of NATIONALREVIEW,was one of
the speakers, as well as Pat Paulsen, comedian, and
the Rev. David J. Williams, rector of St. Michael
and All Angels Episcopal Church in Anniston.
Claudette Smith, a senior majoring in biology and
physical education, won the national Alpha Xi Delta
award that year for campus and community service.
Ceil Jenkins from Birmingham, who was majoring
in physical education, became Miss Alabama 1971
in the annual pageant sponsored by the BIRMINGHAM NEWS.
Administrative changes this year included Jack
Hopper’s appointment as administrative assistant
to the president, in addition to his duties in public
relations. Charley Pel1 became athletic director and
was also head football coach. Clarkie Mayfield
became assistant football coach, and Jacksonville
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The Stone family. Front row: President Ernest Stone, K i t t y Stone holding grandson, Jeffrey, and Sandra

M. Stone. Bill Stone is shown in the center of the back row with daughter, Staci, and son, Steven.
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puter program for academics is now located on the
third floor of Bibb Graves Hall.
Vice-president Montgomery announced the addition of twenty-five faculty members with doctorates
in 1971. Nine already on the faculty had received
their degrees: Mary Martha Thomas, Rosemary
Mainland, Nell Griffin, Phillip Koerper, Hope
Davis, Ronnie Harris, Hugh Thomas Arthur, John
T. Van Cleave, and Charles William Summerour.
Newcomers included Raymond E. Blanton, Glen
Browder, Ronald J. Caldwell, Wayne Curles, Robert
P. Felgar 111, Joseph J. Koontz, Frederick W.
LaCava, John D. Marsengill, Wendell L. Sowell,
Mario and Veronica Vitelli, David Loyd Waples,
Dorothy H. Wheeler, and Thomas Allen Smith. This
fall was the first time the university had offered a
major in psychology and sociology.
Jacksonville State University and the University
of Alabama opened the Cooperative University Upper Division (CUUP) at the Gadsden State Junior
College in early 1972. Dawn Van Keuren was appointed assistant coordinator for this program.
Shortly afterward, Bascom Woodward 111, Ed.D.,
University of Alabama, was named director of planning and research, and his first assignment was
working with this third- and fourth-year program in
Gadsden.
Students can take classes there with either university and receive a bachelor’s degree. JSU professors
sometimes teach in both Gadsden and Jacksonville.
The Gadsden program is still operating under the
direction of Dawn Van Keuren, who coordinates the
work with the vice-president for academic affairs in
Jacksonville.
That year an extension center was opened a t
Talladega to offer University courses at night, with
Roland Thornburg as project coordinator. The program was shortlived, however, as were other offcampus programs over the state. Sandra McMahan,
class of 1964, was appointed to the new post of coordinator of high school relations in the summer of
1972.
Richard Reid became the first black Student
Government president in a predominantly white
Southern university when he took the reins of the
SGA here in 1972. Reid was also appointed by
Governor George C. Wallace as a student representative on the JSU board of trustees. Serving with
Reid in the SGA were Don Lewis from Talladega,
vice-president; Shirley Sundberg, Huntsville,
secretary: and Sheri Atkinson, Birmingham,
treasurer.
The new streamlined academic curriculum would
now permit a B-average student to graduate in two
and one-half years. I t had become possible to complete sixty semester hours in a calendar year twenty-one in each of the two regular sessions, six in
the May minimester, and twelve in the summer sessions. Dean Miles pointed out, however, that it
might not be possible in some areas such as nursing
and education, due to the sequence requirements.

Ceil Jenkins, Miss Alabama 1971
State J , i Grsity joined four southern states in the
Gulf South Athletic Conference this year. Larry
Smith was appointed director of financial aid, and
the new foundation for developmental enterprises
was added to Julia Snead’s alumni office.
Studies by Jim Green, with B.S. and M.B.A.
degrees from JSU, gave impetus to the development
of the university’s computer system of today. Data
processing was being used for both teaching and
record keeping in 1971. Technological developments
and the use of computers have kept the recordkeeping program a major academic area in addition
to business affairs, and Green still directs the program.
Green began operating the computer center with
the help of two people, Louise Sewell and Darlene
Gaddy. At one time the staff rose to sixteen, but as
a result of technological improvements, the number
has been reduced to eleven professionally qualified
people today.
Many software programs have been developed by
the staff, both for use at the university and for other
programs the computer center handles. The
Gadsden State Junior College uses the JSU computer for both academic and business applications,
and Calhoun County government ad valorem tax
records, motor vehicle licenses, and payrolls are all
handled by this center.
The computer center is located in the Merrill
Building. In the beginning, computer science education classes were held in this building, but the com157

Brewer Hall was dedicated in 1972. Houston Cole, former president, is shown with Mrs. Brewer and
Governor Albert Brewer, for whom the law enforcement building was named.

The Lurleen B. Wallace School of Nursing. Carolyn Johnson Halmo, secretary to the dean of the nursing
school, is shown in the foreground.
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Diana Driver, first in her class academically with
a 2.8 grade-point average out of 3.0, was the first
woman to graduate with a major in law enforcement. Her primary interest was in the probation
field.
Brewer Hall, planned to house the law enforcement school, was opened in 1972. The political
science and sociology departments as well, moved
into this building, which also contained the police
academy, the state toxicology laboratory, and offices for some state investigators and the school
photographer. Malcolm Street, Jr., was head of the
law enforcement school, while Jackson Selman headed the political science department and Gweneth W.
Mulder was acting head of the sociology department.
Wendell Sowell was the first head of the Northeast Alabama Police Academy, and James Jackson
its associate director. Sowell then went into the
School of Law Enforcement, and in November
1972, Paul Headley, former Mobile police detective,
became the director of the police academy, a post he
still holds. In December 1972 twenty-four
policemen graduated from the first police academy
class.
In January 1973, Ed Jordan, a former FBI agent,
with bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business
Donald R. Schmitz, Ed.D, Auburn University
Dean of Student Affairs

from this university, was appointed associate director. Jordan, who still holds this position, is also an
elected member of the Jacksonville City Council,
and active in promoting the Emergency Medical
Technician program in Jacksonville. Over two thousand police officers have completed basic and advanced courses in the police academy since 1972.
The basic course takes seven weeks now, a week
longer than in the beginning.
The Baptist Student Center was opened in 1972,
with the Baptist campus minister, John Tadlock,
in charge. The center welcomes all of the university
students.
Donald Schmitz, a specialist in guidance and
counseling, and soon to receive a doctorate from
Auburn University, became the new director of student affairs. Counselors at this time were Paul Merrill, Gene Sam, and Alice Mayes. Lucille Branscomb
was placement director.
The phasing out of compulsory meal tickets was
undertaken in 1972. Juniors and seniors living on
campus had the option of buying or not buying
tickets during the fall semester, and in the spring,
the purchase of all meal tickets would be on a voluntary basis.
At the expiration of Mrs. Freida Coggin’s term of
office. Graves Musgrove of Tarrant City was appointed to the board of trustees by Governor George
C. Wallace. At the trustees’ meeting in July 1972,

Mr. Graves Musgrove of Birmingham was a p
pointed to the Board of Trustees of Jacksonville
State University in 1972.
159

New York theater tours have been sponsored by
the board approved the bond issue for construction
Professor Steve Whitton. Students in the biology
of the health and physical education complex.
department studied in the Republic of Panama durUpon the retirement of Dean William J. Calvert,
ing May of 1975 under the direction of Professor C.
Jr., Reuben Boozer became head of the College of
W. Summerour. Also in 1975, Professor Howard
Arts and Sciences. James Reaves, until then direcJohnson took geography students to Puerto Rico to
tor of the graduate school, was made dean of that
view the salt flats and the tropical rain forest, and to
school.
visit the Arecibo Ionesperic Observatory. In addiSports Information Director Rudy Abbott, who
tion to traveling, students on all of these tours read
had won seventy-one games in t h e e years as head
books, keep manuals, write papers, and take exbaseball coach, received an award for the best footaminations.
ball brochure in the country. He had also been cited
Other departments have sponsored travel and offor both football and baseball brochures for several
fered unusual courses. The music department
previous years.
groups have gone to high schools for performances,
The first inductees into Jacksonville State
as well as making appearances on television and at
University’s Sports Hall of Fame were presented
public events. The art department has planned trips
plaques by Jerry Cole and Lamar Howell in
and sponsored shows, all to give students more than
December 1972. Coach J. W. Stephenson, honored
a classroom education.
posthumously, and Barto Hughes, one of the finest
The cost of learning was rising. The 1973-74
athletes of all time, were the recipients.
bulletin listed these average costs per student for a
College training for the job demands of the 1970s
brought about curriculum changes. The JACKSON-sixteen-week semester:
VILLE NEWS, dated January 11,1973,covered some
Total basic fees (twelve or more hours) . . . . . $225.00
of these innovations:
Room and board per semester . . . . . . . . . . . . .400.00
$625.00
JSU now offers curriculums in foods management, law enforcement, investigation and lab work,
Less than twelve hours - per undergraduate hour
and textile buying, and for the first time in any
$20, plus $65 registrationfee. Less than ten hours school, graduate work can be done in executive
secretarial work. Students can major in such varying curriculums as military science, marine biology,
or instructional media and graphic arts.

I

per graduate hour $25 dollars, plus $10 registration
fee.

Enthusiasm for the new nursing school, the most
modern in the Southeast, grew, as did the new
building. President Stone was giving attention to
beautifying the grounds, which included covering
the big ditch between the student commons and the
high school and sodding steep banks near the new
buildings. Computerized cost accounting and
regigtration began to improve record-keeping procedures. Under the new policy of open admissions,
any graduate from an Alabama high school could
now enter JSU.
Students began taking advantage of the College
Level Examination Program (CLEP) and the
American College Test (ACT) for extra credit and
advanced placement. Credit by challenge was allowed - one course per semester for 1.5 grade-point
average students who could not schedule a
necessary course normally. Certain areas were excluded, such as laboratory and activity courses. Permission from the professor and dean prior to enrollment was necessary for any challenge.
Unique courses and travel tours were being offered in the minimester. Evelyn McMillan, professor
of English, accompanied a group of students to
study a t Stratford-upon-Avon, England, in 1973
and several subsequent years. These students saw
plays performed and heard lectures by members of
the Shakespeare Institute, and excursions were included to the Anne Hathaway Cottage, Warwick
Castle, Kenilworth, and Oxford.

I
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The home economics department moved to Mason
Hall in 1973,and the home management house was
renovated for the school infirmary. This new student facility was named in honor of Dr. James
Williams, a long-time physician in Jacksonville.
The Fighting Gamecocks gained a family-the
Gamecock Chicks. Led by Miriam Haywood, this
hostess group served at athletic events and
numerous other school functions. That year the
Chicks wore red and white miniskirts and white
boots. Not only were the Ballerinas and the Chicks
wearing miniskirts and boots, but so were most of
the women on “the friendliest campus in the
South.’’
This must have been the year for birds, for in the
psychology department, Professors Allen Smith
and Don Patterson had begun using pigeons as
laboratory subjects in a series of studies on drug addiction.
Reporting that the researchers preferred pigeons
to rats as subjects, Frank Sikora of the BIRMINGHAM NEWS quoted Smith as saying, “Pigeons
have more personality, they can see better - and
they don’t bite.”
Professor Patterson added further comment:
“Pigeons are creatures with complex personalities
- they react emotionally when, for instance, we
trick them with food.
“They flap their wings, they strut around and
squawk. They are, in fact, a great deal like humans.’’
Finding pigeons seemed no problem, to the
layman at least. President Stone and Vice-President

gomery, and John Finley, head of the music department.
Assistant Registrar Mary Stevenson Poling was
honored with a reception by her co-workers when
she retired that year. Since 1946, her sense of humor
had made work more pleasant in the registrar’s office.
“Iguess you can call me the office monkey, ” she
said a t her reception.
Some of Mrs. Poling’s co-workers are on the staff
in this office today, Jetta Manners, Marjorie
Walters, and Mary Ann Mason. Jerry Smith is the
present registrar, and was to complete his Ed.D. at
the University of Alabama in 1982.
President Stone made the headlines in 1973 when
he was inducted into the Alabama Academy of
Honor. The Academy of Honor was created by the
Legislature in 1965, and its membership is limited
to one hundred, with a maximum of ten new inductees each year. The membership at that time,
with the nine new inductees, was twenty-eight, and
the ceremony was held in the chamber of the House
of Representatives in Montgomery.
In June, Stone was also named president-elect for
the Gulf South Athletic Conference for 1974.
Studies were under way concerning expansion of the
conference to include more schools in Northeast
Alabama and Tennessee.

Jane Rice, Miss Alabama 1973

Jane Rice became Miss Alabama in 1973. On hand
to congratulate her was Ceil Jenkins Snow, the
Jacksonville student who won this honor in 1971.
This twenty-year old senior, majoring in music at
Jacksonville State University, was from Huntsville
and had also won the Miss Northeast Alabama title.
High school cheerleaders were on campus during
the summer for clinics. One of these was Lee
Wallace, daughter of Governor George C. Wallace
and the late Governor Lurleen B. Wallace, and
President Stone took her on a tour of the new
nursing school, named in honor of her mother.
Thirty-one new faculty members joined the
academic ranks this fall, including Greg Frith,
Ed.D., University of Alabama, in special education:
Carlton Ward, M.F.A., University of North
Carolina, in drama: and George Richards, Ph.D.,
Duke University, in the English department.
A new musical trio had come into demand. I t was
organized the year before by Clyde Cox, Ph.D.,
University of Michigan, head of the English department and also a professional musician. Larry Miles
started taking lessons on the organ, and Jerry
Smith, a counselor in Miles’s office, turned out to be
a drummer. This trio played regularly on campus
and in the surrounding area.
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Boozer, dean of the School of Arts and Sciences:
Mary Margaret Williams, dean of the School of Nursing; and James Reaves, dean of the Graduate
School.

The twelve-story Houston Cole Library was
dedicated on October 15, 1973. This $5 million facility, the tallest academic building in Alabama, had
been occupied since the summer of 1972, and the
400,000 volumes had been arranged one subject to a
floor.
Four new academic deans were announced this
fall: Greene Y. Taylor, dean of the School of Education; Alta Millican, dean of the School of Library
Science and Instructional Media: B. J. Fuller, dean
of the School of Business Administration; and
Malcolm Street, Jr., dean of the School of Law Enforcement. Other deans a t this time were Reuben

At the meeting of the board of trustees on October
15, 1973, President Stone reported that the title of

Charles C. Rowe, business manager, had been
changed to vice-president for business affairs, as of
July 1, 1973. This action was confirmed by
unanimous vote of the board. For ten years this administrator has been assisted ably by Vi Wilkerson,
executive secretary.

The Houston Cole Library was dedicated on October 15, 1973. On the left is Houston Cole, president
emeritus, and on the right, Ernest Stone, president of Jacksonville State University.
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Above - Members o f the Jacksonville State
University basketball team which won the 1980 Gulf
South Conference title, from left, standing, Robert
Clements (graduate assistant), Tommy Keith, David
Brandon, Don Phillips, Bob Smith, Theodis Moore,
Richard McGuire, Arnold Veasley, and assistant
coach James Hobbs. Sitting, middle row, Freddie
Benford, Randy Albright, Steve King, Tommy
Bonds, head coach Bill Jones, A1 Lankford, Todd
Smyly, Randall Slawson, and David Spigner. Front
row, Martha Robertson, statistics; Rusty Mauldin,
manager, Mark Jones, head manager, Jim Duncan,
manager, and Morris Harwood, assistant trainer.
JSU ended the year with a 20-7 record. Coach Bill
Jones has turned out winners since 1974.

Right - Bat girls support the baseball team.
From left, Dean Deupree, Anniston; Jennifer Tyra,
Hamilton; Mim Jackson, Jacksonville, and Lila
Moss, Huntsville.
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JSU Coach Rudy Abbott (right center) is congratulated with a plaque from President Ernest Stone after
winning his 300th game.
For the first time in the history of Jacksonville
State University, the baseball team played in the
National Collegiate Athletic Association championship in the baseball World Series.
Baseball championships won in the decade of the
’70s were Gulf South Conference Champs, 1973,
1975, and 1977; Gulf South Conference Division
Champs, 1972, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1976, and 1977;
NCAA South Region Champs 1973 and 1979;
NCAA South Region Playoffs, 1973, 1975, 1976,
1977, and 1979; NCAA World Series 1973 and 1979;
and NAIA District Playoffs, 1971 and 1972.
Also in 1973, WJSU-TV began broadcasting over
Channel 4 from a studio in Bibb Graves Hall. John
Turner had been working three years to get this
clearance. These educational programs were in black
and white, and the broadcasting was four hours a
day.
Col. Seth Wiard, Jr., professor of military science,
received a letter of commendation from the United
States Army Training and Doctrine Command a t
Fort Monroe, Virginia, for increasing the ROTC
cadet enrollment.
The school’s news release reported, “The ROTC
program a t JSU has one of the largest voluntary
units in the nation and offers a unique and imaginative curriculum that is tailored to the needs of
students attending JSU.”
After the Sunday evening Christmas program in
1973, Director Bayne Dobbins said to the members
of the A Cappella Choir, “The best ever. ” And John

McGee wrote in the ANNISTON
STAR:“The concert
provided more than exciting music, though. I t left
the audience filled with a feeling-the spirit of
Christmas.’’

Professor Bayne Dobbins, conductor of A
Cappella Choir.
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Shown at the retirement party for K i t t y Stone are Margaret Wellborn, hostess of the faculty club in the
Houston Cole library, Mrs. Stone and Charles Nunn, director of the city laboratory schools.

Governor George C. Wallace proclaimed February

champs, 1980-81; and NCAA Playoffs, 1979-80 and
1980-81.
In 1973-74, the Student Government Association
officers were Sindo Mayor , president ; Bert Stewart,
vice-president; Joy Mullins, secretary; and Barry
Averitt, treasurer.
Spring fever and warm weather brought out the
streakers in 1974. As darkness came on, startled
spectators watched as boys and girls wearing only
war paint, ski masks, and in some cases tennis
shoes, ran, strolled, or rode bicycles and motorcyles.
Don Schmitz, director of student affairs, estimated
that about one hundred people streaked, while fifteen hundred watched.
The new health and physical education complex
became a reality in 1974. The Pete Mathews Coliseum has seats for 5,000 spectators for basketball.
Other facilities include those for handball and exercise physiology, as well as an Olympic-sized swimming pool, offices for the physical education staff,
and four dressing rooms. Outdoor courts for tennis
and other intramural sports surround the building.
Large concerts and graduation exercises are also
held in the coliseum.

2, 1974 “Boyce Callahan Day,’’ and asked all Ala-

bamians to join him in honoring the Jacksonville
State Little All-American tailback,” who has set
rushing records which may never be broken a t
JSU.”
Attention was still on football. Coach Charley Pell
resigned in February of 1974. Pell’s record for five
seasons was 33-13-1 and for the past four seasons,
30-7-1. Clarkie Mayfield, assistant head coach who
had come to Jacksonville with Pell in 1969, became
the school’s new head football coach. Jerry Cole,
who had played for Jacksonville State’s 1955
Refrigerator Bowl championship, was named
athletic director. Cole had supported athletics for a
number of years and was president of the Alumni
Association.
After winning the Orange Blossom Classic in
1970, the football Gamecocks won the Gulf South
Conference in 1974, 1977, and 1978, were NCAA
champs in the Grantland Rice Bowl in 1977, and
were in the NCAA Playoffs in 1977, 1978, and 1980.
Men’s basketball championships during this
period included the Gulf South Conference in
1974-75 and 1979-80; Gulf South Conference co165

Athletic Director Jerry Cole admires the banner
which Sheila Pope made. Head coach Jim Fuller
looks. The football team was No. 2 in the nation in
1977.
Jacksonville State University’s women’s gymnastics team finished its 1980 season as the No. 10
team in the nation. “It was the first time in history a
team had gone to the nationals for the first time and
finished in the top ten,” said J S U coach Robert
Dillard. From left to right: Leslie Dillard, Denise
Balk, Susan Puckett, Julia Garrett, Lynn Bruce,
Earlene Ferrell, Susan Balk, Cindy Pappas, Leslie
Hill.

Pete Mathews Coliseum.
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til the age of fifteen, spoke to the students in the
Pete Mathews Coliseum.
Alumni officers for 1975 were State Representative Joe Brindley, Boaz, president; Dayle Endfinger Powell, Birmingham, first vice-president;
Sperry Snow, Birmingham, second vice-president;
Mike Brewer, Chattanooga, third vice-president;
and Charles Rowe, Jacksonville, treasurer.
A deficit in food service that year resulted in some
changes in security and bidding procedures.
“What we are heading toward is a purchasing
agent and a receiving agent, ‘‘ President Stone explained. “Everything purchased by the school will
come through these two positions. ”
The voluntary meal system for students in the
dormitories was mentioned as causing some of the
deficit. Bids were received, and the food service program was replaced by Saga Foods, a catering service, on January 1, 1975.
The history department was much involved with
the country’s Bicentennial celebration in 1976.
Chairman of the JSU Bicentennial Program was
Worden Weaver, and Peter Robinson, department
head, handled the speakers’ bureau. Members of the
history department and other departments made
speeches over the state during the year. Recent
courses added to the curriculum included South
American history, black history, Asian history,
Mid-Eastern history, and history courses for
military science majors. Minimester trips to
historical sites appealed to art students, also.
JSU student Julie Houston was selected from a
group of Alabama beauties to be the state’s
Bicentennial Belle, the official hostess for bicentennial activities over the state.
The Marching Southerners and Ballerinas
celebrated America’s 200th birthday on Sunday,
July 4, 1976, when the group represented Alabama
in Philadelphia’s Bicentennial Parade and were seen
on national television. This was another proud moment for the whole school.
There were grants for equipment in several areas
that year. The geography department was expanding its program to include persons already teaching
in elementary and secondary schools as well as planners and public officials in the region. For years, the
general science department had sponsored the
area’s annual Science Fair for public school
students.
Department head Clyde Cox was strengthening
the English department’s services and curriculum.
Emphasis was placed on advising students and encouraging them to realize the possibilities for
careers in business, journalism, and public relations.
Graduate courses were being taught on Saturdays.
The drama department had added new courses in
dramatic theory and criticism, children’s drama,
and methods of teaching high school drama.
Teams of JSU biology professors offered graduate
courses on environmental and pollution problems,

With inflation and the energy crisis being discussed all over the country, the school began conservation efforts; lights, in particular, were turned off
when a room was not in use.
By the beginning of 1974, the university had completed a $14 million constuction program within a
five-year period. Twenty-three various majors were
now offered in the seven schools. The graduate program was expanding, and a master of science in
public administration degree was available this
year.
Professor Kitty Stone ended her forty-one-year
career in education when she retired on September
30,1974. Twenty-seven of those years were spent as
principal of t h e Jacksonville Elementary
Laboratory School.
STAR
said in its story:
The ANNISTON
Dr. N. R. Stallworth, chairman of the Jacksonville
City Board of Education, said it best: “Katharine
Stone is an institution in the education field.”
Charles Nunn, superintendent of the city schools,
made special mention of Mrs. Stone‘s work for the
pod school system. Inside each building, or pod,
that houses one grade, are ten teaching stations.
The students are divided into learning levels at each
teaching session. Mrs. Stone’s teaching philosophy
lends itself to the individual pod system.

“I believe every child should experience some success each day, ” Kitty Stone says. “You should ta#e
a child where he is and take him as far as he can go.
We owe every child the privilege of reading. ”
At the time of her retirement, four of the six-wall
buildings had been completed, money had been appropriated for the fifth pod, and the sixth was planned. Mark Washington, a Jacksonville State alumnus, succeeded Mrs. Stone as principal of the
elementary school, a position he still holds. In 1982,
the city board of education named the school the
Kitty Stone Elementary school.
Coach Ray Wedgeworth was inducted into the
JSU Sports Hall of Fame in 1974, a year before his
death. “Coach Wedge,” head coach in three major
sports, basketball, football, and baseball, was the
third person so honored.
Enrollment had increased at Jacksonville State
University that fall, and other universities saw
similar increases. This enrollment not only reflected
a greater influx of women, but the job market was
tight, as well, and people were going to school to
become better qualified for employment.
The JSU departments of drama, dance, and music
merged for the production of West Side Story.
Some of the students taking part in the musical
were Keith Burgess, Jacksonville; Rick Taylor, Anniston; Ronnie Culver, Childersburg; Harold
Wallace, Alexandria; and Ronnie Haynes,
Talladega.
Truman Capote came to Jacksonville on March
20, 1975. The author of “In Cold Blood and “The
Grass Harp, a resident of Monroeville, Alabama un167

The Marching Southerners and the Ballerinas.

of Nursing was equipped to respond to the accelerating pace of medical, scientific, and cultural
knowledge.
The Council of University Presidents, under the
chairmanship of President Stone, held a series of
meetings over the state to discuss major issues
facing higher education in Alabama. All the fouryear institutions in Alabama were facing budget
cuts in state appropriations, in spite of increased
enrollment and greater demand for public services.
President Stone was appointed by Governor George
C. Wallace to the select Committee for a Unified
Education Budget this year.
Dr. Sam Crawford, who ten years before had
served as physician for the football team while he
was in family practice in Jacksonville, came back to
Jacksonville in September of 1976. Dr. Crawford is
head of the school infirmary now, as well as physician for the athletic department, and also has a
private practice.
The Hammetts of Jacksonville played key roles in

scheduled on Saturdays for the benefit of public
school teachers. Kenneth Landers, head of the
department, said much individual initiative had
been shown by faculty members in developing cornmunity and world-related activities for study.
The accounting department in the School of
Business Administration was working with leading
certified public accountants for counseling and internship for accounting majors. Richard Shuford,
Jr., was appointed dean of the School of Business
Administration in 1976. A native of North Carolina,
Shuford held both an M.B.A. and a doctorate in
business administration from George Washington
University.
The library now had a computer terminal linking
it with thirty of the fifty states through the New
England library network and the Ohio College Computer Center. The newly opened nursing school
building featured many unique aspects. Professional education for nursing was becoming more
comprehensive, and the Lurleen B. Wallace School
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J S U Foundation’s first annual recognition dinner.
Dr. Bob Owens, dean of the College o f A r t s and
Humanities at Howard University, was the featured
speaker. Four people were honored due to their personal and financial support of the foundation.
Recognition awards were given to Cecil Miller,
president during the first year of the foundation;
Dayle Powell and Charlie Waldrep, legal advisors;
Jack Graves of Gadsden who made the first contribution of $l,OOO. Dr. Owens is shown on the upper
right during the banquet. Lower left are Cecil Miller,
Julia Snead, and Charles Waldrep.
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Governor George C. Wallace, commencement speaker, is shown at 1977 graduation exercises. President
Stone and Dean Montgomery deliver the diplomas.

The Rock House was renovated and became the Information Center in 1980. Southern belles Jane Rice
Holloway, Miss Alabama 1973, and Teresa Cheatham, Miss Alabama 1978, have presided over this center.
Teresa is the present director and works in recruiting students.
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the homecoming of 1976. Cathy, a JSU education
major, was Homecoming Queen. Her brother,
Johnny, a center on the football team, started his
first game in front of home fans, and Ray, a cousin,
was a linebacker. Bernard Hammett, father of
Cathy and Johnny, had been captain of the 1952
football team.
Early in 1977, ground was broken for the new field
house, as part of a $2 million project which included
enlarging the Paul Snow Stadium. The two-story
building provides offices for the campus police, as
well as for athletics.
Apartments on property near the campus were
purchased to alleviate the housing shortage for
married students that year. There are now 138
units, most of them one-bedroom apartments. Brice
Hay, a JSU graduate, has been inventory manager
since 1975 and is responsible for these apartments.
The drama department added zest to the spring
activities. Wayne Claeren, director, with Carlton
Ward handling the scenic and lighting designs, produced The Man Who Came to Dinner. There was a
large cast with Whit Davies, Terry Drake, Harry
Furst, and Bethil Stein portraying some of the
comedy’s most flamboyant characters.
Jay Dill, chairman of the Student Conference on
American Government, announced three speakers
for the conference: Jack Nelson, award-winning
Washington Bureau Chief of the LOS ANGELES
TIMES;State Senator Donald Stewart; and United
States Senator John Culver, Democrat from Iowa.
Glen Browder, faculty advisor, planned several
discussion groups involving university as well as
high school students.
The CHANTICLEER
won first-place standing in a
scholastic association newspaper contest, on issues
published from January to December, 1976. Debbie
Skipper was editor and David Ford was assistant
editor. The CHANTICLEER had also won second place
the year before under Veronica Pike, editor.
And the MIMosAplaced “one” in an evaluation by
the Columbia Scholastic Press Association in 1976,
with Pat Colquit, editor, and Constance Currier,
associate editor. The following year the yearbook
placed “two” in evaluation under Ronald Mitchell,
editor, and Vesta Coleman, associate editor. One
publishing company for the JSU yearbook entered
the MIMOSAfor overall appearance in 1980, and
another publisher included the MIMOSAin the
sample kit used by their representatives all over the
nation in 1982.
Another special honor came to the university in
1977 when Julie Houston was crowned Miss
Alabama. When the fall semester began, nineteen
participants in this Miss Alabama pageant enrolled
at JSU. Now Jacksonville State University could
prove the statement that the prettiest girls in
Alabama were on its campus.
But this year tragedy came to Jacksonville. Head
Coach Clarkie Mayfield was among the 159 persons
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Julie Houston, Miss Alabama 1977

burned to death in a restaurant fire in South Gate,
Kentucky. While attending a retirement party for his
mother there, Coach Mayfield had made sure his
family was safe and then had gone back into the
burning Beverly Hills Supper Club to help others.
The recruiting room in the JSU Field House, which
Coach Mayfield helped to plan but did not live to
use, was named in his honor in 1981.
The following is an excerpt from the minutes of
the Jacksonville State University board of trustees
at a meeting held on October 17, 1977.
Advanced Institutional Development Program
(AIDP)
Summary Report, October 1977
Jacksonville State University received official approval of its refined plan for the Advanced Institutional Development Program on March 15, 1977.
The total grant in the amount of $2,500,000 is apportioned into the nine different activity areas listed
below:
1) Planning, Management and Evaluation
2) Administrative Systems Development
3) Learning Center
4) Career Development Services
5) Academic Advisement and Development
6) Human Services Center
7) Program for Aging
8) Medical Technology and Allied Health
9) Development of Fund Raising Capability

-

Albert M. Searway, director of federal projects,
implemented this program.
Thomas Barker, Ph.D. from Mississippi State
University, was appointed dean of the School of
Law Enforcement, former Dean Malcolm Street, Jr.,
having become a Calhoun County circuit judge.
Forty-seven percent of the faculty held doctorates
in 1977. Efforts to recruit teachers with advanced
degrees revealed that black Ph.D.’s, much in demand at all universities, could command higher
salaries elsewhere than those offered at Jacksonville
State University.
Homecoming in 1977 found the new head coach,
Jim Fuller, trying to make sure his team kept up the
traditon of not losing a homecoming game.
The State Normal School graduates met at the
Downtowner Restaurant in Anniston for their banquet that year. Coming the longest distance to attend was Lois Weaver Marlar of Oakdale, Louisiana, a 1916 classmate of Louise Tredaway. Knox
Ide was master of ceremonies at the banquet for the
176 State Normal School graduates.
Jacksonville State University reorganized the
academic program in 1978 to include nine colleges.
The School of Arts and Sciences was divided into
three colleges: Reuben Boozer, dean of the school,
continued as dean of the College of Science and
Mathematics; Dean Dan Marsengill became head of
the College of Music and Fine Arts; and Dean
Thomas Allen Smith headed the College of
Humanities and Social Sciences.
Other deans and their colleges were Richard
Shuford, College of Commerce and Business Administration; Thomas Barker, College of Criminal
Justice; Mary Margaret Williams, Lurleen B.
Wallace College of Nursing; Alta Millican, College
of Library Science, Communications, and Instructional Media; Greene Y. Taylor, College of Education; and James Reaves, College of Graduate
Studies.
Jean Michael Cousteau, elder son of Jacques-Ives
Cousteau and an authority on oceanography, spoke
to the students in April of 1978. Keith Peinhardt, a
junior from Cullman, was president of the Student
Government Association, Joe Musciola was vicepresident, and Gus Pantazis, treasurer.
Teresa Cheatham became Miss Alabama
1978-the fourth student from Jacksonville State
University to win this honor. This senior from Wellington went on to become first runner-up in the Miss
America pageant in Atlantic City.
Honored also this year was Carol Jean Smith,
assistant attorney general of Alabama and a charter
member of JSU’s first sorority, who was elected national financial vice president of Alpha Xi Delta.
Carol Jean Smith had served as province director for
chapters in Alabama and Georgia.
Another alumnus in the news was Senator Gerald
Waldrop, who was serving his eighth year in the
state legislature, representing Etowah and
Cherokee Counties.

Teresa Cheatham, Miss Alabama 1978

Following the lapse of SOUNDINGS,
the literary
magazine published for twenty-five years under the
direction of Professor William J. Calvert, Jr., a new
premiered in
literary magazine called PERTELOTE
1978. Sponsored by Professor Clyde Cox, head of
is a companion
the English department, PERTELOTE
publication of the student newspaper and an outlet
for students’ creative writing, a , showcase for art,
prose, and poetry. The name came from Chaucer’s
CANTERBURY
TALES - in the “Nun’s Priest’s
Tale,’’ Pertelote, the hen, was the wife of
Chauntecleer, the rooster, whose vanity nearly cost
him his life. The suitably named tabloid is published
four times a year as a suppleinent to the CHANTICLEER.
The JSU cheerleading squad won first place in the
University Cheerleaders Association Camp in
September 1978. These prize-winning cheerleaders
were Kathy York, Montgomery; Debi Hoskins,
Birmingham; Debbie Hand, Oxford; Cynthia
Walker, Birmingham; Barbara Downey, Attalla;
Jack Silvers, Calhoun, Georgia; Bobby Ezekial, Birmingham; Mike Parrish, Lincoln; Randy Brown, Oxford; and Cal Faircloth, Anniston.
The Jacksonville State University Foundation, a
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permanent non-profit organization, was established
in December 1978. Cecil Miller, chairman of the
foundation and a banking executive, explained that
the Foundation will offer opportunities for donors to
designate gifts for special projects, thus benefiting
the university in its many fine programs.
Several university people retired this year: George
Teague, head of the department of foreign
languages, who came to teach French in 1963;
Louise Sewell, the first person to take International
Business Machines training in key punch and data
processing, after twenty-one years in the office of
admissions and the computer center; and Elmer
Knight; skilled in carpentry, after fourteen years in
the maintenance department.
In the 1977-78 season, the Jacksonville State
University track team was undefeated in dual meets
with schools such as Tuskegee Institute, Samford
University, Alabama A.&M., Oglethorpe University, and DeKalb College. Outstanding trackmen were
Reggis McIntyre, Mike1 Wagner, Jimmy Jones, Bill
Reynolds, and Donald Young, under Coach Elijah
Slaughter.
This was also a good year in women’s basketball
at JSU. Ron Akers, head coach, had his best season
to date, and the team finished second in the tournament and competed in the Southeastern Regional
meet.
Coach Steve Bailey’s golf team was practising at
Stoney Brook, and Coach Mac Gillam was optimistic about the wrestling team that was
established in the fall of 1978. The women’s tennis
team of 1978 won in the state tournament for small
college intercollegiate athletics.
Susan Puckett won the Southeastern Region allround title in women’s gymnastics under Coach
Robert Dillard, and then went to Seattle where she
finished seventh in vaulting in national championships and was named All-American in gymnastics
by INTERNATIONAL
GYMNASTIC
magazine.
The A Cappella Choir sang in Chicago before the
National Music Education Association in May
1978. Locally and throughout the Southeast, the
choir had performed more than one hundred times.
At the meeting of the board of trustees held on
June 19, 1978, H. Bascom Woodward 111, then
serving as dean of admissions and records, was appointed vice-president for university services, a post
he still holds.
The first campus title for black women students
was Miss Black Culture, sponsored by Omega Psi
Phi in 1978. Janice Thornton of LaGrange, Georgia,
was the first Miss Black Culture. Others who have
won this title are Christine Maxwell of Alexander
City, in 1979; Rhonda Gayle Towns of Oxford, in
1980; Drenda Crawford of Memphis, Tennessee, in
1981; and Connie Elizabeth Knight of Gadsden, in
1982. The first black Miss Homecoming was Brenda
Smith, of Huntsville, in 1981. In 1982, Ann Seay of
Anniston won the title Miss AAA (Afro American
Association).

A program for Faculty Scholars was established
in 1979. The scholarship offered $600 for two
semesters and was renewable for four years if all
criteria were met. The scholarship committee and a
representative of the faculty senate established the
requirements for the program.
JSU chemistry majors were cited as among the
best in the nation by the American Chemical Society
of Indianapolis, Indiana, when the student affiliate
chapter of ACS here received recognition for an
outstanding rating in the 1978-79 academic year.
The Iranian hostage crisis was facing the nation in
1979, and this university had thirty-three Iranian
students enrolled. The school met all of the government’s requirements concerning these students, and
there were no serious conflicts on campus.
Governor Fob James asked the school to make a
ten percent reduction in budgets for the 1979-80
school year. Purchasing and traveling accounts were
reduced and hiring of personnel was postponed.
In January 1980, Jacksonville State University
received a federal grant of $886,693 to rehabilitate
thirteen dormitories to improve energy conservation and reduce operating costs. This expenditure
was expected to pay for itself in reduced costs in
operating the dormitories over the following eight
years. A bond issue also provided for further renovation of fourteen dormitories. By these efforts, the
first square foot of heating and cooling was the
lowest in Alabama, according to a report of the
Alabama Commission on Higher Education, dated.
April 7, 1981.
An editorial in the JACKSONVILLE
NEWS on
February 27, 1980, said it had been “a new day in
the arts for Jacksonville,’’ when the $3.5 million
classroom and performing arts center opened in
January, for the center would encourage visitors to
the city, and aid in community relations and
economic development. In addition to the drama
department, the English, economics, and history
departments moved into this new building, which
also provided offices for forty-eight faculty
members.
The theater in the new Ernest Stone Performing
Arts Center has excellent acoustics, computerized
lighting, and continental seating for 370 people, providing a pleasant atmosphere for theatergoers.
Cyrano de Bergerac, a French classic, was presented
by the drama department when the new center was
opened. The production was directed by Wayne
Claeren and designed by Carlton Ward. Mike Scog
gins, Laura West, Mike Hoaster, and Stevie Pritchett were part of the large cast of veteran performers.
Since 1975, both Ward and Claeren had worked
with the architects on the design and planning of the
theater. Ward had studied theatre architecture, and
both professors knew many special requirements for
such a building. The Alabama Legislature in 1978
had named the building in honor of President Ernest
Stone.
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In addition to training students in nursing, this
school is contributing in direct ways to improve the
health of local residents. The health clinic provides
dual opportunities for students and primary health
care for clients in Jacksonville. Jacksonville State
University is not preparing students to provide
health care in the United States alone; a t this time
there were graduates in Spain and the Gaza Strip.
In a recent conversation, Dean Watts said there
were 375 declared majors in nursing in 1982. The
bachelor of science degree is offered with a nursing
major. Fifteen faculty members are in the program
now, and two additional professors will be added
next year. The Lurleen B. Wallace College of Nursing is affiliated with Children’s Hospital in Birmingham, Baptist Memorial Hospital in Gadsden,
Northeast Regional Medical Center in Anniston,
and a host of other agencies in Etowah and Calhoun
Counties.
President Stone made three staff appointments in
June of 1980. Claude Gaddy, assistant director of
financial aid, was made director of special services.
Gary Dempsey, who had been manager of accounting systems in the business office since March of
1978, became the new director of personnel services,
and Carolyn West Andrews, formerly director of
student accounts, was appointed manager of accounting systems. All of these staff members hold
degrees from Jacksonville State University.
Stone said in the news release, “These three administrators have proven their ability throughout
the years. ”
In many ways the business office is the hub of the
university wheel. In addition to the staff mentioned,
others in this area have served for a decade or more,
among them Ben Kirkland, comptroller, and before
his time, Norman 0. Stanley, Phillip Booke, and Joe
Read. Judy Belew is supervisor of accounts payable;
Lou Abercrombie and Jennifer Craven handle student accounts; and Elaine Mendenhall is secretary
to the comptroller, to mention others.
Many additional staff members are a vital part of
this institution. As buildings and grounds have
been added, the maintenance department has hired
more technicians and other personnel. One of these
veteran technicians is Heinrich Mueller, who is from
Germany and came to Jacksonville in 1961. After
several years of hardship and traveling, Mueller and
his wife and two children settled in Jacksonville.
His ready smile and black beret have become an institution on campus. He sings and writes poetry and
lyrics, particularly about his love of Alabama and
his home here.
“Every time they build a building, a yard is put
around it, ” according to Charles Cochran, JSU labor
foreman of many years. Maintaining the 300-acre
campus in top condition keeps Jim McArthur, campus engineer, and every member of the maintenance
team busy.
Buildings also have to be cleaned, and housekeep-

Mr. Bob Kennamer of Jacksonville was appointed
to serve on the Board of Trustees of Jacksonville
State University in 1980.

New appointments on the board of trustees were
made by Governor Fob James on April 16, 1980.
Trustees Pete Mathews and James D. Thornton
were reappointed for a twelve-year term. A new appointee was Bob Kennamer, a businessman of
Jacksonville and Anniston and an alumnus of the
university. The term of Hugh D. Merrill, the president pro tempore of the board for the first twelve
years of the university, had expired, and a t the
September meeting of the board, C. W. Daugette,
Jr., a member of the board since 1967, was elected to
that post.
In June of 1980, Roberta Watts, a member of the
nursing faculty since 1969, was named acting dean
of the Lurleen B. Wallace College of Nursing. With a
B.S. degree in nursing from Tuskegee Institute and
a master’s degree from Emory University, Watts
was completing requirements for her doctorate at
the University of Alabama.
The new director said of the retiring Dean
Williams, “She left a substantive base on which to
build. ”
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ing is important in any institution. The director of
the cleaning service is Tony Guerra, who has been in
this position for many years. Friendly and faithful
people work day and hight in this area.
Many other services must be provided to keep the
university wheel in motion. Secretaries and other
clerical staff members, switchboard operators,
bookstore and mailroom personnel, dormitory directors, and counselors make important contributions
to student life.
Books, manuals, and other writings by members of
the faculty have been published over the years.
William Calvert is an authority on the English poet,
George Gordon Byron. Calvert’s book titled BYRON:
PARADOX
was published‘ in 1935, and
ROMANTIC
later a novel, SAUL,was written by Professor
Calvert. Another English professor, Robert P.
WRIGHT, I N TWAYNE’S
Felgar 111, wrote RICHARD
U. S. AUTHORS
SERIES,in 1980.
The doctoral thesis of Mary Martha Hosford
METHODIST
Thomas in history, SOUTHERN
UNIVERSITY: FOUNDING
AND EARLYYEARS, was
published in 1974. Mary Jean Wallace Paxton, in
biology, wrote THE FEMALEBODY:HOW THE CONTROL MECHANISMS
I N A WOMAN’S PHYSIOLOGY
which was published in 1980.
MAKEHER SPECIAL,
In addition to the book THE ROLE OF THE
SPECIAL
EDUCATION
PARAPROFESSIONAL,
Greg
Frith, in special education, has had articles published in a number of professional journals.
The richness of student life has increased over the
years through many organizations. In addition to
the Panhellenic and Interfraternity Councils, which
coordinate the activities of the social fraternities,
the Interclub Council was created as a subsidiary of
the SGA to furnish leadership for campus groups
and to work out conflicts involving the scheduling of
events.
Chartered organizations shown in the 1979-80
MIMOSAinclude Omicron Delta Kappa, Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, Pistol Club, Gospel Choir,
Delta Tau Chi, Student Alabama Education
Association, Home Economics Club, Association of
Nursing Students, Council for Exceptional
Children, Scabbard and Blade, Rangers, ROTC
Sponsors, Orienteering Team, Sociology Club,
American Chemical Society, Wesley Foundation,
Phi Eta Sigma, Afro American Association, Health
Careers Club, Charismatic Christian Fellowship,
and Student Accounting Association.
The list goes on to include the Law Club,
Episcopal College Community, Phi Beta Lambda,
Psychology Club, Ushers Club, Art Guild, Masque
and Wig Guild, Sigma Tau Delta, Alpha Psi Omega,
A Cappella Choir, Young Democrats, Young
Republicans, National Association of Jazz
Educators, Gamecock Chicks, Alpha Phi Omega,
Baptist Campus Ministry, International House Program, Delta Omicron, Kappa Delta Epsilon, Phi Mu
Alpha, Northeast Alabama Association for Young
Children, Circle K, University Chorus, Jazz Band,
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A f t e r thirty years of service, John T. Finley, head
the music department retired. He was the
originator of the Southerners and the Marching
Ballerinas.

of

University Chamber Singers, Lyceum Committee,
Order of Omega, and Cinematics Arts Council.
Seldom does a group disband and lose its charter.
Each year there seems to be a need for new organizations, as the interests of students, faculty, and administration grow and change.
After thirty years of service, John T. Finley, head
of the music department, retired in 1980. He had
joined the faculty in 1951 as a brass instructor. The
originator of the Southerners and the Marching
Ballerinas, Finley slowed down, the drills for more
grace and dignity, and inaugurated the theme song,
“Stars Fell on Alabama. ” Director David Walters
still incorporates some of Finley ’s innovative ideas
for the Southerners. James Fairleigh, a native of
Missouri who has a Ph.D. in musicology from the
University of Michigan, succeeded Finley as head of
the music department.
Following the resignation of Dean Shuford in the
fall of 1980, William Loftin, formerly head of the
department of management, was named acting dean
of the College of Commerce and Business Ad-

I
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ministration. Col. William F. Rickett, professor of
military science, was succeeded by Col. Archie
Rider. The ROTC unit is now occupying its new
building on Church Street, named in honor of VicePresident Charles C. Rowe by the board of trustees
on October 15, 1979.
On October 20, 1980, President Stone announced
his intention to retire. He expressed his appreciation
to the board of trustees “for making the last decade
of my career the most enjoyable of my life.” The
board adopted a resolution commending President
Stone and stating that he would be designated
President Emeritus upon retirement.
The board of trustees appointed Graves
Musgrove chairman of the search and selection committee to choose a new president. Other members of
the committee were Trustees James D. Thornton,
Pete Mathews, C. W. Daugette, Jr., and Bob Kennamer. Effie Sawyer was appointed secretary to the
committee.“ An advisory panel of representatives
from the faculty, alumni, staff, and students recommended criteria and reviewed the applications for
the position. A nationwide search resulted in a hundred applications from all over the country, and
meetings of the selection committee, the advisory
group, and the board of trustees were held over the
next few months.
The native-rock cottage on the west side of the
campus was remodeled during the summer of 1980
to become the headquarters for high school relations
and the information center for the school. This inviting rock house was first presided over by Jane
Rice Holloway, Miss Alabama 1973, and the present
director is Teresa Cheatham, Miss Alabama
1978-both modern Southern belles in a setting
reminiscent of the earlier days of this Southern
town.
Additional money was needed in the spring of
1981 to offset the effects of inflation, and reluctantly, the board of trustees authorized increases in tuition fees and room and board.

The 1981-82 bulletin lists these costs:
Average cost per student per 16-week semester:
Total basic fees (12 or more hours) . . . . . . . . $350.00
Room and meals per semester estimated . . . .700.00
$1,050.00
Fee Charges
Undergraduate students:
12 or more hours (tuition) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$350.00
Less than 12 hours, per hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..30.00
Out of State Fee:
12 or more hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175.00
(tuition, add to resident charge)
Less than 12 hours, per hour. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..15.00
Graduate Students:
10 or more hours (tuition) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$375.00
Less than 10 hours, per hour . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..38.00
Out of State Fee:
10 or more hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $187.50
(tuition,add to resident charge)
Apartment rent increase, $10.00 per month.

The WLJS radio station received approval that
year for an increase from 10 watts to 3000 watts.
This station is now among the top ten in quality in
Northeast Alabama. ‘
Jerry Harris, BIRMINGHAM
POST-HERALD
correspondent, on February 11, 1981, wrote about
President Stone’s retirement:
Reflecting on accomplishments during his administration, Stone cited the reorganization of the
university into nine colleges, completion of a fiveyear planning study, addition of computer system
for administrative and educational purposes-instituting more services to students.

After all applications for the position of president
were studied and the leading candidates interviewed, the election was held at a special meeting of the
board of trustees on June 25, 1981. The president
pro tempore of the board announced the election of
Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., and the board passed a
motion to make the election unanimous. The vicepresident for academic affairs had been elevated to
the presidency.
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Radio Station WLJS. Above right: Michael D. Sandefer, the first station director; below on the right is
Susan Snow, disc jockey; on the left the antenna beams from the top of the Houston Cole Library.
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President Theron E. Montgomery, Jr.
1981-
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Theron E. Montgomery, Jr.
July 1, 1981 To teach students is the primary mission of school.
-Theron E. Montgomery, Jr.

President Houston Cole employed this intelligent
and quick-witted young South Carolinian in 1950.
For five years, students in his sociology classes
benefited from his teaching ability and enjoyed his
spicy candor. Friends and neighbors also soon
discovered Monty Montgomery’s emphatic views,
always laced with a delightful sense of humor.
Rising from dean of the State Teachers College in
1955 to vice president for academic affairs of
Jacksonville State University in 1971,Theron Montgomery’s career grew with the school.
Responding to the announcement of his election,
Montgomery said, “The greatest strengths of the
university are found in the student body, faculty,
and alumni.”
Since July 1, 1981, President Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., has been implementing his views of the
primary mission of the school - that of improving
the environment and the methods of teaching for the
benefit o f students.

This teacher-administrator was born in Spartanburg, South Carolina, the only son of the late Theron
E. Montgomery and Annie B. Bostick Montgomery.
An older sister, Anne (Mrs. E. L. McLaughlin), of
Hartsville, South Carolina, completes this family o f
Scottish and English heritage.
Montgomery’s education began in the Spartanburg schools. College days were interrupted by
World War 11 service in the United States Army,
and he was stationed in the European and Pacific
theaters from 1944 to 1946.
After graduation from Wofford College in Spartanburg in 1947, he attended Duke University in
Durham, North Carolina, receiving an M.A. degree
in 1948 and a Ph.D in 1950.His desire to understand
people from a broad aspect drew Montgomery to
sociology as his academic field. His personality
reflects his academic ability, which is also evidenced
by his Phi Beta Kappa key.
A

I
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Ada Kathleen Bounds Montgomery
Born in a college town, A d a Kathleen Bounds
grew up in an academic atmosphere, for Tuscaloosa,
her birthplace, is also the home of the University of
Alabama. The first lady of Jacksonville State
University is in her element among the aged oaks on
this university campus.
The daughter of Burwell and Vera Bounds has lived on the Jacksonville campus before. When she
became the school dietitian here in 1947, part of her
salary included room and board. Her father became
a familiar figure in Daugette Hall as he carried his
daughter’s luggage back and forth.
Upon the recommendation o f a dean at the Uhiversity of Alabama, President Houston Cole hired this
young dietitian even before she had finished college,
to begin work immediately after graduation.
Three years later, a young Ph.D. from South

Carolina joined the faculty, and, the traditional
romantic atmosphere led to the marriage of Theron
E. Montgomery, Jr., and A d a Bounds on August 25,
1951. Later, homemaking and two children interrupted Mrs. Montgomery’s career until 1967, when
President Cole offered her another position, this one
in the materials center of the library. This led to a
master’s degree from Jacksonville State University
and the position of director of instructional media,
which she held until her husband became president
of the university on July 1, 1981.
The professional careers of both the president and
his wife have been intertwined in the history of this
university for over thirty years. The charming and
gracious A d a Montgomery provides a sparkle that
will kindle the future of Jacksonville State University.
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CHAPTER NINE

One Hundred Years and Growing 1981President Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., changed
offices in Bibb Graves Hall on July 1, 1981.
Although his thirty-one years at Jacksonville State
University - the last eleven as vice president for
academic affairs - brought with them many promotions, this move was, nevertheless, momentous.
As had eight other presidents before him, this
president faced challenges, traditional issues as well
as the more diversified needs of students in meeting
the changing job market and economic uncertainties. Realizing the leadership he would have to provide, President Montgomery settled into his chair
and faced the critical problems of the 1980s.
Upon the recommendation of the Council of
Deans, James Reaves was appointed acting vice
president for academic affairs. Dean of the College
of Graduate Studies since 1967, this Jacksonville
alumnus holds a master’s degree in school administration and a doctorate from the University of
Alabama. His appointment, effective July 1, 1981,
was confirmed a t the annual meeting of the board of
trustees on October 19, 1981. In March of 1982,
Roland A. Thornburg, Ed.D., University of
Alabama, was appointed interim dean of the College
of Graduate Studies.
The remodeling of the president’s home on the
campus required several months; changes included a
new driveway and a portico. The use of the Classic
Revival design in the columns makes this lovely
residence a future landmark in keeping with the
nineteenth century mansions of Jacksonville.
President Montgomery and staff members began
to explore the possibilities of expanding the role of
Jacksonville State University in cooperation with
business and industry in Northeast Alabama,
especially in the area of computer science. Computers for academic instruction were installed on
the third floor of Bibb Graves Hall, to provide one of
the foremost computer science programs in
Alabama. The center has twenty-five video consoles
and two line printers, and another printer and twenty additional video consoles will be added.
Ronald White, associate professor of engineering
and computer science, and a faculty member since
1978, has been appointed interim coordinator of the
academic computer program.

Under review by the Alabama Commission on
Higher Education was the proposal of Jacksonville
State University for an applied technology program.
“This unique program will provide opportunities
to a population not previously served, ” said James
A. Reaves, vice-president for academic affairs.
This new degree in occupational technology will
prepare graduates for jobs in management, supervision, sales, retailing, and related positions, and with
additional credentials, will qualify them to teach.
The degree will open the door to many highly intelligent individuals with technical backgrounds
and will provide them with the opportunity to complete a college degree. Twelve credit hours will be offered to occupational technology students in
January 1983.
After twenty-five years, Dean Greene Y. Taylor
retired on June 30, 1981. Appointed to succeed him
as dean of the College of Education was Robert
Charles Hymer, holding a B.A. degree from Rockhurst college, an M.A. from the University of
Missouri, Kansas City, and an Ed.D. from the
University of Northern Colorado.
Following the five-year Advanced Institutional
Development Program, a $400,000 grant from the
U.S. Department of Education was received in the
summer of 1981 for strengthening development and
instructional programs, A self-study was under way
with the dual purpose of reviewing accreditation
standards and identifying other pertinent issues of
the new decade.
In the history of Jacksonville State University,
1981-82 was the most productive athletic year.
The university recently received the prestigious
“All Sports” award, which singles out the outstanding program in the Gulf South Conference.
Athletic Director Jerry Cole has announced that
individual honors for men and women for the year
include one national champion, five All-Americans,
twenty-three All-Conference recipients and four
selected to academic All-Conference teams. The
Alabama sportswriters named Ed Lett as the
Outstanding Amateur Athlete in Alabama, and
Dieter Brock, an alumnus, as the professional
honoree. Football Coach Jim Fuller received the
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Dr. and Mrs. Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., are shown with their family.
Standing are Katherine Anne “Kam” and Theron E. “Tem’’ Mont omery III.
I n May 1982, Kam Montgomery was graduated from Converse ollege with
majors in psychology and sociology. Tem Montgomery completed his doctorate in creative writing at the University of Southern Mississippi also in
May 1982.
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The “new look” of the president’s home on campus.
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The Vice Presidents

James A. Reaves, Ed.D.
Vice President for Academic Affairs

Charles C. Rowe, B.S.
Vice President for Business Affairs

H. Bascom Woodward III, Ed.D.
Vice President for University Services
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The Academic Deans

Reuben B. Boozer, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Science and Mathematics

Thomas Barker, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Criminal Justice

William D. Carr, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Graduate Studies
and Continuing and Extending Education
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The Academic Deans

William E. Loftin, D.B.A.
Acting Dean, College of Commerce
and Business Administration

Robert C. Hymer, Ed.D.
Dean of the College of Education

John D. Marsengill, D.M.
Dean of College of Music and Fine Arts
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The Academic Deans

T. Allen Smith, Ph.D.
Dean of the College of Humanities
and Social Science

Alta Millican, Ed.D.
Dean of the College of Library Science,
Communications and Instructional Media

Roberta 0. Watts, M.N.
Acting Dean, Lurleen B. Wallace College of Nursing
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The Board of Trustees

Governor Fob James

Dr. Wayne Teague

Montgomery

State Superintendent of Education
Montgome ry

Dwain G. Luce

Mrs. C. T. Fitzpatrick

Paul Carpenter

Montaomen,

Ash ford

Bobby N. Kennamer

Charles T. Mathews

Mrs. Madge Poole

Jacksonville

Ashland

Tuscaloosa

Graves Musgrove
Birmingham

James D. Thornton
Gadsden
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Huntsville

The academic computer center in Bibb Graves. The computer program is now one of the fastest growing
departments within the university.
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Scene from “Barefoot in the Park,” a play in the Ernest Stone Performing Arts Center in July 1981. John
Musk, Valerie Hurst, Dr. Steve Whitton are shown.

192

The first inauguration of a president of Jacksonville State University was held on April 30, 1982. Shown
above is the investiture of President Theron E. Montgomery, Jr., by Governor Fob James.
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OFFICIAL KICKOFF - July 8, 1982 - news media, resolutions from
Calhoun County Commission and city of Jacksonville.
JSU PICNIC

eA22.2.

- August 27, 1982 - for faculty and staff and their families.

“A CENTENNIAL SALUTE,” by Shelt and Elene Sparks Chastain
September 10, 1982
STUDENT APPRECIATION DAY

Centennial

1883 -1983

-

- October 16, 1982

SOUTHERNERS ALUMNI RECEPTION

- October 23,1982

HOMECOMING - October 30, 1982 - Display of photographs and
memorabilia. Dedication of Hall of Presidents.
CENTENNIAL WEEK - February 21-16, 1983
DEDICATION OF COURTYARD - February 23, 1983

CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE
Dr. John Stewart, Chairman
Mr. Larry Smith
Dr. Ralph Brannen
Dr. Shelby Starling
Mr. Jerry Cole
Mr. Marc Angle, SGA
Mr. Jack Hopper
Mr. Bill Morris, SGA

NG

CENTENNIAL ATHLETE HONOR ROLL
1981-1982

LYNN BRUCE
DREW CAMPBELL
CORLISS COLLINS
GARY ERWIN
MARK L E E
E D LETT
GREGG LOWERY
BUTCH O’KELLEY
SIMON SHEPHARD
1971-1980

J E S S E BAKER
BUTCH BARKER
LARRY BARNES
T E D BARNICLE
TOMMY BONDS
DIETER BROCK
EDDIE BUTLER
BOYCE CALLAHAN
ROBERT CLEMENTS
SAMMY DAVIS
EVAN EDGE
LARRY FOSTER
MIKE GALLOWAY
LARRY GINN
BOBBYRAYGREEN
JERRY JAMES
MIKE LAMB
BUTCH LANIER
AL LANKFORD
KEN “DOC” LETT
RON MONEY
BRUCE NICHOLS
WAYNE PASEUR
SUSAN PUCKETT

DAVID ROBINSON
TODD SMYLY
JIMMY SNOW
ARNOLD VEASLEY
GARY WAGNER
CALVIN WORD
1946-1970

GARY ANGEL
BILL BRANTLEY
HAROLD BROOKS
RAY BURGESS
MITCHELL CALDWELL
ARLAND CARTER
IRBY CASH
JIMMY CHAMPION
JODIE CONNELL
BUDDY CORNELIUS
RICHARD DRAWDY
ANTHONY EMANUEL
BOB FORD
RAY GENTLES
JIM GLASGOW
GERALD HALPIN
RONNIE HARRIS
TERRY HARRIS
CARL HARRISON
GEORGEHEATH
BILLY HICKS
TERRYHODGES
BILL JONES
WAYNE KEAHEY
BILL KINZY
JOHN KROCHINA
BILLY JACK LANEY
TOM LANGSTON
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ROGER “BUBBA” LONG
FREDLOVVORN
ALEX MANDLI
J E F F McCOOL
JOHN MEADOWS
DAVID MULL
BILL NICHOLS
TERRY OWENS
NEAL POSEY
J. W. RICHEY
JOHN SMITH
PHILLIP SMITH
PAUL TRAMMELL
RAY VINSON
HOWARD WALDREP
JAY WHORTON
WAYNE WIG’LEY
JOHN WILLIAMS
AL WOODHAM
WHIT WYATT
BRYANYATES
1883-1945

BILL BECK
BRAXTON BOYKIN
ARNOLD CALDWELL
Z. T. CURREY
J I M DAVIS
BART0 HUGHES
J I M JOHNSON
JAMES KEMP
LOUIS MACHEN
WILLIE NICHOLS
RICHARD WATERS
EMERSON WHITESIDE

The Centennial Cake, built in the design of Bibb Graves Hall. Mrs. Montgomery and the president of
the university are shown cutting the cake.
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Honorary Degrees
Jacksonville State University
Year
7-22-1968
12-13-1968
12-13-1968
8- 1-1969
8- 1-1969
1-23-1970
1-23-1970
5-30-1970
5-30-1970
5-30-1970
7- 6-1971
7- 6-1971
7- 6-1971
12-17-1971
12-17-1971
12-17-1971
4-28-1972
4-28-1972
8- 4-1972
12-15-1972
4-27-1973
8- 3-1973
12-19-1973
12-19-1973
12-18-1974
12-18-1974
4-25-1975
4-25-1975
4-25-1975
4-22-1977
12-16-1977
12-14-1979
12-14-1979
4-18-1980
12-19-1980
5- 1-1981
12-18-1981
4-30-1982

Degree
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
L.H.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
Litt.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
Litt .D .
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
L.D.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.
LL.D.

Recipient
Albert P. Brewer
Allan D. Naylor
James A. Glasgow
David J. Rowland
LeRoy Brown
Annie Forney Daugette
Lawrence R. Miles
W. Byron Causey
E,Rudder Knox
Houston Cole
George C. Wallace
Phillip J. Hamm
L. Ray Jones
Johnny Long
David Walters
George L. Layton
Lathem N. Sibert
William H. McWhorter
William H. Kimbrough
Albert Rains
Virgil McCain
Clarence William Daugette, Jr.
James Taylor Hardin
Cornelia Ellis Wallace
Charles Jennings Martin
Katharine G. Stone
Asa Norman Green
Thomas Jefferson Ventress
Mary JoChambers Ventress
Joe M. Dawkins
Robert M. Guillot
Margaret Lee Davidson Sizemore
William Flynt Nichols
John R. Stewart
Malcolm B. Street
Ernest Stone
Graves Musgrove
Catherine A. Whitehead
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Alumnus of the Year
Houston Cole
Harry Me11 Ayers
Frank Stewart
Malcolm Street
Austin R. Meadows
D. P. Culp
Katharine and Ernest Stone
Charles “Pete” Mathews
Albert Rains
C. W. Daugette, Jr.
LeRoy Brown
Mattie Lois Snow
Louise Tredaway
Percy Plylar
1969 Beulah Allen
R. P. Steed

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968

1977 Lloyd Rains
Dayle E. Powell
1978 Julie Houston
Sperry Snow
Ivan R. Smith
Bill Farrell
1979 Teresa Cheatham
Gregg Wilkinson
Buford “Pete” Brooks
1980 Barbara Riffle
Bill Allred
Ron Adams
1981 Karen E. Blythe
Joe Barnes
Cary D. Allen

1970 Judy Sullivan
John Meadows
1971 Jane D. Self
Gordon Scott
1972 Palmer D. Calvert
David Moon
1973 Ceil Jenkins Snow
Fred Ray Lybrand
1974 Jane Rice Holloway
Bob Kennamer
1975 0. C. Ashworth
Fred Cash
Jim Roberts
1976 Joe Brindley
Catherine Whitehead

Teacher Hall of Fame
Elementary
Year
1969-70
1970-71
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82

Name
Mrs. Jessie Freeman
Mrs. Mary H. Barron
Mrs. Ethel McDonald
Mrs. Mamie Dothard
Mrs. Eugenia Shurbet
Mrs. Line11 Orr
Mrs. Vera Hitson
Sister Adrian McLean
Mrs. Marie Freeman
Mrs. Margie Wingard
Mrs. Hazel R. Buckner
Mr. Marlin Raney
Mrs. Onita B. Archie

School System
Tuscaloosa County
Tallapoosa County
Huntsville City
Talladega County
Birmingham City
Morgan County
Tuscaloosa City
Cullman City
Cullman City
Sylacauga City
Enterprise City
Cullman City
Coffee County

Secondary
Year
1969-70
1970-71
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82

Name
Mrs. Dora Gene Hill
Mrs. Dody Jennings
Mrs. Ruth Brown
Mrs. Martha Taylor
Mrs. Kathryn Reeder
Mrs. Myra Wilson
Mrs. Sallie Cook
Mrs. Dora Perryman
Mrs. Rossie Cofield
Mr. Edwin R. Watkins
Mrs. Fay Simpkins
Mr. William Merriweather, Jr.
Miss Annie Evelyn Nichols
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School System
Gadsden City
Piedmont City
Oxford City
Haleyville City
Enterprise City
Pike County
Tuscaloosa County
Sylacauga City
Randolph County
Tallahassee City
Sylacauga City
Birmingham City
Bibb County
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